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The Patentee, havi ng now no Allors, rebuilds 
the new Theatre in Lincolns-Inn-Fields A 


raters. 


s S coarſe. in 

Children; fo. hy has been the 
Parent of many a a good Government; 
hd by a Parity of poſſible Conſequences we 


ſhall find, that from the frequent Convulſions 


of the Stage, aroſe, at laſt, its longeſt Settle- 
ment, and Proſperity; which many of my 
Readers (or if I ſhould happen ro have bur 
few of them, many of my SpeCtators, at leaſt) 
who, I hope, have not yet liv'd half their 
Time, will be able to remember. 

Though the Patent had been often under 
Diſtreſſes, it had never felt any Blow, equal 
to this unrevoked Order of Silence; which it 
is not eaſy to conceive, could have tallen up- 
on any other Perſon's Conduct, than that of 
the old Patentee: For if he was confcious, 
of his being under the Subjection of that 


Power, which had filenc'd him, why would he 


incur the Danger of a- Suſpenſion, by his ſo 
obſti- 
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obſtinate, and impolitick Treatment of his 


Actors? If he thought ſuch Power over him 


illegal, how came he to obey it now, more 
than before, when he {lighted a former Or- 
der, that injoin'd him to give his Actors their 
Benefits, on their uſual Conditions? But to do 
him juſtice, the ſame Obſtinacy, that involv'd 
him, in theſe Difficulties, at laſt, preſerv'd to 
his Heirs the Property of the Patent, in its 
full Force, and Value; yet to ſuppoſe that he 
foreſaw a milder uſe of Power, in ſome future 
Prince's Reign, might be more favourable to 
him, is begging at beſt but a cold Queſtion. 
But whether he knew that this broken Con- 
dition of the Patent would not make his 
troubleſome Friends, the Adventurers, fly from 
it, as from a falling Houſe, ſeems not ſo dif- 
ficult a Queſtion. However, let the Reader 
form his own judgment of them, from the 
Facts, that follow'd: It muſt therefore be 


obſerv'd, that the Adventurers ſeldom came 


near the Houſe, but when there was ſome 
viſible Appearance of a Dividend: But I could 
never hear, that upon an ill Run of Audiences 
they had ever returned, or brought in a ſin- 
gle Shilling, to make good the Deficiencies of 
their daily Receipts. Therefore, as the Pa- 
tentee, in Poſſeſſion, had alone, for ſeveral 
Years, ſupported, and ſtood againſt this Un- 
certainty of Fortune, it may be imagin'd, that 
his Accounts were under ſo voluminous a Per- 
plexity, that few of thoſe Adventurers would 
have Leiſure, or Capacity enough to unravel 

them: 
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| 
them: And as they had formerly thrown away 
| their Time, and Money at law, in a fruitleſs 
| Enquiry into them, they now ſeem'd to have 
intirely given up their Right and Intereſt: 
And, acording to my beſt Information, not- 
withſtanding the ſubſequent Gains of the Pa- 
1 tent have been ſometimes extraordinary, the 
1 farther Demands, or Claims of Right, of the oY 
i | Adventurers have lain dormant, above theſe * 
five and twenty Years. | | 
- Having ſhewn by what means Collier had 


diſpoſſeſs d this Patentee, not only of the Dru- Cn 

1 | | ry-Lane Houſe, but likewiſe of thoſe few > 
Actors, which he had kept, for ſome time ; 

unemploy'd in it; we are now led to conſider Dy 


another Project of the ſame Patentee, which, 
if we are to judge of it by the Event, has 
ſhewn him more a Wiſe, than a Weak Man; "0 
which I confeſs at the time he put, it in Ex- 
ecution, ſeem'd not ſo clear a Point: For not- 
withſtanding he now ſaw the Authority, and 
Power of his Patent was ſuperſeded, or was at 
| beſt but precarious, and that he had not one 
Accor left, in his Service; yet under all theſe 
Dilemma's, and Diſtreſſes, he reſolv'd upon 
rebuilding the New Theatre in Lincolns-Inn 
Fields, of which he had taken a Leaſe, at a 
low Rent, ever ſince Betterton's Company had , 
| firſt left it. This Conduct ſeem'd too deep 
for my Comprehenſion! What are we to think 
of his taking this Leaſe, in the height of his 
Proſperity, when he could have no Occaſion 
for it? Was he a Frophet ? Could he then fore- 
ed MA J9 ſee, 
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ſee, he ſhould, one time or other, be turn'd 
out of Drury-Lane? Or did his mere Appe- 
tite of Architecture urge him to build a Houſe; 
while he could not be ſure, he ſhould ever 
have leave to make uſe of it? But of all this, 
we may think as we pleaſe; whatever was his 
Motive, he, at his own Expence, in this In- 
terval of his having nothing elſe to do, rebuilt 
that Theatre from the Ground, as it is now 
ſtanding. As for the Order of Silence, he 
ſeem'd little concern'd at it, while it gave him 
ſo much uninterrupted Leiſure to ſuperviſe a 

Work, which he naturally took Delight in. 
After this Defeat of the Patentee, the The- 
atrical Forces of Collier in Drury-Lane, not- 
withſtanding their having drawn the Multi- 
tude after them, for about three Weeks, du- 
ring the Trial of Sacheverel, had made but an 
indifferent Campaign, at the end of the Seaſon. 
Collier, atleaſt, found ſo little Account in it, 
that it obliged him to puſh his Court-Intereſt 
(which, wherever the Stage was concern'd, 
was not inconſiderable) to ſupport him in ano- 
ther Scheme; which was, that in conſidera- 
tion of his giving up the Drury-Lane, Cloaths, 
Scenes, and Actors, to Swiney, and his joint 
Sharers, in the Hay-Markef, he (Collier) might 
be put into an equal Poſſeſſion of the Hay- 
Market Theatre, with all the Singers, &c. 
and be made ſole Director of the Opera. Ac- 
cordingly, -by Permiſſion of the Lord Cham- 
berlain, a Treaty was enter'd into, and in a 
few Days ratified by all Parties, conformable 
| to 
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The Life of Mr. Colley CIB BER, Gc. 
ro the ſaid Preliminaries. This was that happy 
Criſis of Theatrical Liberty, which the la- 
bouring Comedians had long ſigh'd for; and 
which, for above twenty Years following, was 
ſo memorably fortunate to them. 

However, there wete two hard Articles, in 

this Treaty, which though it might be Policy 
in the Actors to comply with, yet the Impoſi- 
tion of them ſeem'd little leſs deſpotick, than 
a Tax upon the Poor? when a Government 
did not want it. | bes 

The firſt of theſe Articles was, That whereas 
the ſole Licenſe for acting Plays, was preſum'd 
to be a more profitable Authority, than that 
for acting Operas only; that therefore Two 


Hundred Pounds a Year ſhould be paid to Col- 


her, while Maſter of the Opera, by the Co- 
medians; to whom a verbal Aſſurance was 
given by the Plenipo's on the Court-fide, that 


while ſuch Payment ſubſiſted, no other Com- 


pany ſhould be permitted to act Plays againſt 
them, within the Liberties, Sc. The other 
Article was, That on every Wedne/day, where- 
on an Opera could be perform'd, the Plays 
ſhould, roties quoties, be filent at Drury-Lane, 
to give the Opera a fairer Chance, for a full 

ouſe. | | 

This laſt Article, however partial, in the 
Intention, was, in its Effect, of great Advan- 
tage to the ſharing Actors: For in all publick 


Entertainments, a Day's Abſtinence naturally 


increaſes the Appetite to them: Our every 
Thurſday's Audience, therefore, was viſibly the 
1 GAYS 15 better, 
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better, by thus making the Day before it a 
Faſt. But as this was not a Favour defign'd 
us, this Prohibition of a Day, methinks, de- 
ſerves a little farther Notice, becauſe it evi- 
dently took a ſixth Part of their Income, from 
all the hired Actors, who were only paid, in 
proportion to the Number of acting Days. 
This extraordinary Regard to Operas, was in 
effect making the Day-labouring Actors the 
principal Subſcribers td them, and the ſhutting 
out People from the Play every Wedneſday, 
many murmur'd at, as an Abridgment of their 
uſual Liberty. And tho' I was one of thoſe, 
who profited by that Order, it ought not to 
bribe me, into a Concealment of what was 
then ſaid and thought of it. I remember a 
Nobleman of the firſt Rank, then in a high 
Poſt, and not out of Court-Favour, ſaid open- 
ly behind the Scenes---- It was ſhameful to 
take part o the Actors Bread from them to ſup- 
port the filly Diverfion of People of Quality, But 
alas! what was all this Grievance, when 
weighed againſt the Qualifications of ſo grave, 
and ſtanch a Senator, as Collier? Such viſible 
Merit, it ſeems, was to be made eaſy, tho' at 
the Expence of the had almoſt ſaid, Ho- 
nour of the Court, whoſe gracious Intention 
for the Theatrical Common-wealth, might 
have ſhone with thrice the Luſtre, if ſuch a 
paltry Price had not been paid for it, But ag 

the Government of the Stage, is but that of the 
World in Miniature, we ought not to have 
wonder. d, that Collier had Intereſt enough to 

quarter 
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quarter the Weakneſs of the Opera, upon the 
Strength of the Comedy. General good Inten- 
tions are not always practicable to a Perfection. 
The moſt neceſſary Law can hardly paſs, but 
a Tenderneſs to ſome private Intereſt, ſhall of- 
ten hang ſuch Exceptions upon particular 
Clauſes, till at laſt it comes out lame, and life- 


lefs, with the Loſs of half its Force, Purpoſe, 


and Dignity. As for Inſtance; how many 
fruicleſs Motions have been made in Parlia- 
ments, to moderate the enormous Exactions, 
in the Practice of the Law? And what ſort 
of Juſtice muſt that be call'd, which, when a 
Man has not a mind to pay you a Debt of Ten 
Pounds, it ſhall coſt you Fifty, before you can 
get it? How long too, has the Publick been 


labouring for a Bridge at Weſtminſter? But the 


Wonder, that it was not built a Hundred 
Years ago ceaſes, when we are told, That the 
Fear of making one End of London, as rich, as 
the other, has been, ſo long, an Obſtruction 
to it: And though it might ſeem a ſtill greater 
Wonder, when a new Law for building one 
had at laſt got over that Apprehenſion, that it 
ſhould meet with any farther Delay; yet Ex- 


perience has ſhewn us, that the Structure of 


this uſeful Ornament to our Metropolis has 
been ſo clogg'd by private Jobs, that were to be 
pick'd out of the Undertaking, and the Progreſs 
of the Work ſo diſconcerted by a tedious Con- 
tention of private Intereſts, and Endeavours to 
impoſe upon the Publick abominable Bargains, 
that a Whole Year was loſt, before a ſingle 

| A A 2 Stone 
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Stone could be laid to its Foundation. But Po- 
ſterity will owe its Praiſes, to the Zeal, and Re- 
ſolution of a truly Noble Commiſſioner, whoſe 
diſtinguiſh'd Impatience has broke thro' thoſe 
narrow Artifices, thoſe falſe and frivolous Ob- 
jections, that delay'd it, and has already began 
to raiſe, above the Tide, that future Monu- 
ment of his Publick Spirit. 

How far all this may be allow'd applicable 
to the State of the Stage, is not of ſo great 
Importance, nor ſo much my Concern, as that 
what is obſerv'd upon it ſhould always remain 
a memorable Truth, to the Honour of that 
Nobleman. But now I go on: Collier being 
chus poſſeſs'd of his Muſical Government, 
thought his beſt way would be to farm it our 
to a Gentleman, Aaron Hill, Eſq; (who, he 
had reaſon to ſuppoſe, knew ſomething more 
of Theatrical Matters, than himſelf) at a 
Rent, if I miſtake not, of Six Hundred Pounds 
per Annum: But before the Seaſon was ended 
(upon what occaſion, if I could remember, it 


might not be material to ſay) took it into his 


Hands again: But all his Skill, and Intereſt, 
could not raiſe the Direction of the Opera, to 
ſo good a Poſt, as he thought dve to a Perſon 
of his Conſideration: He therefore, the Year 
following, enter'd upon another high-handed 
Scheme, which, till the Demiſe of the Queen, 
turn'd to his better Account. 

After the Comedians were in Poſſeſſion of 
Drury-Lane, from whence, during my time 
upon the Stage, they never departed; their 
Swarm 
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Swarm of Audiences exceeded all that had been 
ſeen, in thirty Years before; which, however, 
I do not impute fo much to the Excellence of 
their Acting, as to their indefatigable Indu- 


ſtry, and good Menagement ; for as I have of- 


ten ſaid, I never thought, in the general, that 
we ſtood in any Place of Compariſon with the 
eminent Actors before us; perhaps too, by 
there being now an End of the frequent Di- 


. viſions, and Diſorders, that had from time 


to time broke in upon, and fruſtrated their La- 

bours, not a little might be contributed to their 

Succeſs. | 
Collier, then, like a true liquoriſh Courtier, 


obſerving the Proſperity of a Theatre, which 


he, the Vear before had parted with for a 
worſe, began to meditate an Exchange of 
Theatrical Poſts with Swiney, who had viſi- 
bly very fair Pretenſions to that he was in, by 
his being firſt choſen, by the Court, to regu- 
late, and reſcue the Stage from the Diſorders 
it had ſuffer'd, under its former Menagers: 
Yet Collier knew that fort of Merit could 
ſtand in no Competition, with his being a 
Member of Parliament: He therefore had re- 
courſe to his Court-Intereſt (where meer Will, 
and Pleaſure, at that time, was the only Law, 
that diſpos'd of all Theatrical Rights) to oblige 
Si ney to let him be off, from his bad Bar- 
gain, for a better. To this, it may be imagin'd 
Swiney demurr'd, and as he had Reaſon, 
ſtrongly remonſtrated againſt it: But as Col- 
lier had liſted his Conſcience wader he Com- 
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mand of Intereſt, he kept it to ſtrict Duty, 


and was immoveable; inſomuch that Sir Jobn 
Vanbrugh, who was a Friend to Swzney, and 
who by his Intimacy with the People in Power, 
better knew the Motive of their Actions, ad- 
vis'd Swiney rather to accept of the Change, 
than by a Non-compliance to hazard his being 
excluded from any Poſt, or Concern in either 
of the Theatres: To conclude, it was not long 


before Collier had procured a new -Licenſe for 


acting Plays, &c, for himſelf, Wills, Dogget, 
and C:bber, excluſive of Swiney, who by this 
new Regulation was reduc'd to his Hobſon's 
Choice of the Opera, x 

Swiney being thus transferr'd to the Opera, 
in the ſinking Condition Collier had left it, 
found the Receipts of it, in the Winter follow- 
ing 1711, ſo far ſhort of the Expences, that 
he was driven to attend his Fortune in ſome 
more favourable Climate, where he remain'd 
twenty Years an Exile, from his Friends, and 
Country; tho' there has been ſcarce an Engliſb 


Gentleman, who in his Tour of France, or 


Ttaly, has not renew'd, or created an Acquain- 
tance with him, As this is a Circumſtance, 
that many People may have forgot, I cannot 
remember it, without that Regard, and Con- 
cern it deſerves from all that know him: Yet 
it is ſome Mitigation of his Misfortune, that 
fince his Return to England, his grey Hairs, 
and cheerful Diſpoſition have till found a ge- 


neral Welcome among his foreign, and former 


domeſtick Acquaintance. 
Collier 
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The. Life of Mr. Colley CiBseR, GS 359 
Collier being now, firſt-commiſſion'd Mena- 
ger with the Comedians, drove them too, to 
the laſt Inch of a hard Bargain (the natural 
Conſ@uence of all Treaties between Power, 
and Neceflity.) He not only demanded fix hun- | ; 
dred a Year, neat Money, the Price at which N 
he had farm'd out his Opera, and to make the 
Bguſineſs a Sine- cure to him; but like wiſe inſiſt- 
ec, upon a Moiety of the Two hundred, that 
had been levied upon us the Year before, in | 
Aid of the Operas; in all 700 I. Theſe large, 
and. ample Conditions, pondering in what 
Hands we were, we reſolv'd to ſwallow with» 
out wry Faces; rather chuſing to run any Ha- 
ard, than contend with a formidable Power, 
againſt which we had no Remedy: But ſo it 
happen d, that Fortune took better care of our | 
Intereſt, - than we ourſelves had like to have | 
done: For had Collier accepted of our firſt Of- 
fer, of an equal Share with us, he had got 
three hundred Pounds a Year more, by com- 
plying with it, than by the Sum he impoſed 
upon us; our Shares being never leſs, than a 
thouſand annually, to each of us, till the End 
of the Queen's Reign, in 1714. After which 
Callier's Commiſſion was ſuperſeded ; his The- 
atrical Poſt, upon the Acceſſion of his late Ma- 
jeſty, being given to Sir Richard Steele. 
From theſe various Revolutions, in the Go- 
vernment of the Theatre, all owing to the Pa- 
tentees miſtaken Principle of increaſing their 
Profits, by too far enſlaving their People, and 
keeping down the Price of good Actors (and I 
MY Aa 4 29 ] gz could 
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could almoſt inſiſt, that giving large Sallaries 
to bad Ones, could not have had a worſe 
Conſequence) I ſay, when it is conſider'd, that 
the Authority for acting Plays, Sc.“ was 
thought of ſo little worth, that (as has been 
obſerv'd) Sir Thomas Skipwith gave away his 
Share of it, and the Adventurers had fled from 
it; that Mr. Congreve, at another time, had 
voluntarily reſign'd it; and Sir Fohn Vanbrugb 
(meerly to get the Rent of his new Houſe paid) 
had, by Leave of the Court, farm'd out his 
Licenſe, to Swrney, who not without ſome 
Heſitation had ventur'd upon it; let me ſay a- 
gain, out of this low Condition of the Thea- 
tre, was it not owing to the Induſtry of three, 
or four Comedians, that a new Place was now 
created for the Crown to give away, without 
any Expence attending it, well worth the Ac- 
ceptance of any Gentleman, whoſe Merit, or 
Services had no higher Claim to Preferment, 
and which Collier, and Sir Richard Steele, in 
the two laſt Reigns, ſucceſſively enjoy'd? Tho), 
I believe, I may have faid ſomething like this, 
in a former Chapter, I am not unwilling it 
ſhould be twice taken notice of. 

We are now come to that firm Eſtabliſhment 
of the Theatre, which except the Admittance 
of Booth into a Share, and Dogget's retiring 
from it, met with no Change, or Alteration, 
for above twenty Years after. | 

Collier, as has been ſaid, having accepted 
of a certain Appointment of ſeven hundred 
per Annum; Wilks, Dogget, and Myſelf were 


now 
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now the only acting Menagers, under the 
Queen's Licenſe ; which being a Grant, but 
during Pleaſure, oblig'd us to a Conduct that 


might not undeſerve that Favour, At this 


Time we were All in the Vigour of our Ca- 


pacities as Actors ; and our Proſperity enabled 


us, to pay, at leaſt, double the Sallaries, to 
what the ſame Actors had uſually receiv'd, or 
could have hoped for under the Government 
of the Patentees. Dogget, who was naturally 
an Oeconomiſt, kept our Expences, and Ac- 
counts to the beſt of his Power, within regu- 
lated Bounds, and Moderation. Wilks, who 
had a ſtronger Paſſion, for Glory, than Lucre, 
was a little apt to be laviſh, in what was not 
always as neceflary for the Profit, as the Ho- 
nour of the Theatre: For example, at the Be- 
ginning of almoſt every Seaſon, he would order 
two, or three Suits to be made, or refteſh'd, 
for Actors of moderate Conſequence, that his 
having conſtantly a new one for himſelf, might 
ſeem leſs particular, tho' he had, as yer, no 
new Part for it. This expeditious Care of do- 
| Ing us good, without waiting for our Conſent 
to it, Dogget always look'd upon, with the 
Eye of a Man, in Pain: But I, who hated 
Pain, (tho' I as little liked the Favour, as 
Dogget himſelf) rather choſe to laugh at the 
Circumſtance, than complain of what I knew 
was not to be cured, but by a Remedy, worſe 
than the Evil. Upon theſe Occaſions, there- 
fore, whenever I ſaw him, and his Followers 


{o prettily dreſs'd out, for an old Play, I only 
S N od | 
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commended his Fancy; or at moſt but whiſ- 
per'd him not to give himſelf ſo much trou- 
ble, about others, upon whoſe Performance it 
would but be thrown away: To which, with 
a ſmiling Air of Triumph, over my want of 
Penetration, he has reply'd --- Why, now, that 
was what I really did it for! to ſhew others, 
that I love to take care of them, as well as of 
myſelf, Thus whenever he made himſelf ea- 
ſy, he had not the leaſt Conception, let the 
Expence be what it would, that we could poſ- 
ſibly diſlike it. And from the ſame Principle, 
provided a thinner Audience were liberal of 
their Applauſe, he gave himſelf little Concern 
about the Receipt of it. As in theſe different 
Tempers of my Brother-Menagers, there might 
be equally ſomething right, and wrong, it was 
equally my Buſineſs to keep well with them 
both: And tho' of the two, I was rather in- 
clin'd to Dogget's way of thinking, yet I was 
always undef the diſagreeable Reſtraint of not 
letting Wilks ſee it: Therefore, when in any 
material Point of Menagement, they were rea- 
dy to come to a Rupture, I found it adviſeable 
to think neither of them, abſolutely in the 
wrong ; but by giving to one as much of the 
Right, in his Opinion this way, as I took from 
the other in that; their Differences were ſome- 
times ſoft'ned into Conceſſions, that I have rea- 
ſon to think prevented many ill Conſequences, 
in our Affairs, that otherwiſe might have at- 
tended them. But this was always to be done 
with a very gentle Hand; for as //i/ks was apt to 
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be eaſily hurt, by Oppoſition, ſo when he felt 
it he was as apt to be inſupportable. How- 


ever, there were ſome Points, in which we 


were always unanimous. In the twenty 


Tears, while we were our own Directors, we 


never had a Creditor that had occaſion to come 
twice for his Bill; every Monday Morning diſ- 
eharged us of all Demands, before we took a 
Shilling for our own Uſe. And from this 
time, we neither ask'd any Actor, nor were 
deſired by them, to ſign any written Agree- 
ment (to the beſt of my Memory) whatſoever: 
The Rate of their reſpective Sallaries were on- 
ly enter'd in our daily Pay-Roll; which plain 
Record every one look' d upon, as good as City- 
Security: For where an honeſt Meaning is 


mutual, the mutual Confidence will be Bond 


enough, in Conſcience, on both ſides: But 
that I may not aſcribe more to our Conduct 
than was really its Due, I ought to give For- 


tune her Share of the Commendation; for had 


not our Succeſs exceeded our Expectation, it 
might not have been in our Power, ſo through- 
ly to have obſerv'd thoſe laudable Rules of Oe- 
conomy, Juſtice, and Lenity, which ſo hap- 
pily ſupported us: But the Severities, and 
Oppreſſion we had ſuffer d under our former 
Maſters, made us incapable of impoſing them 
upon others; which gave our whole Society 
the cheerful Looks of a reſcued People. Bur 
notwithſtanding this general Cauſe of Con- 
tent, it was not above a Year or two before 
the Imperfection of human Nature began to 
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ſhew itſelf in contrary Symptoms. The Me- 
rit of the Hazards which the Menagers had 
run, and the Difficulties they had combated, 
in bringing to Perfection, that Revolution, by 
which they had all ſo amply profited, in the 
Amendment of their general Income, began 
now to be forgotten; their Acknowledgments, 
and thankful Premiſes of Fidelity, were no 
more repeated, or ſcarce thought obligatory : 
Eaſe and Plenty, by an habitual Enjoyment, 
had loſt their Novelty, and the Largeneſs of 
their Sallaries, ſeem'd rather leſſen'd than ad- 
vanc'd, by the extraordinary Gains of the Un- 
dertakers; for that is the Scale, in which the 
hired Actor will always weigh his Perfor- 
mance; but whatever Reaſon there may ſeem 
ro be, in his Caſe, yet as he is frequently apt 
to throw a little Self-partiality into the Ba- 
lance, that Conſideration may a good deal al- 


ter the Juſtneſs of it. While the Actors, 


therefore, had this way of thinking, happy 
was it, for the Menagers, that their united In- 


tereſt was ſo inſeparably the ſame, and that 


their Skill and Power in Acting, ſtood in a 
Rank ſo far above the reſt, that if the whole 
Body of private Men had deſerted them, it 
would yet have been an eaſier matter for the 
Menagers to have pick'd up Recruits, than for 
the Deſerters to have found ꝓroper Officers to 
head them. Here, then, in this Diſtinction 
lay our Security: Our being Actors ourſelves, 
was an Advantage to our Government, which 
all ſormer Menagers, who were only idle Gen- 
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tlemen, wanted: Nor was our Eſtabliſhment 


eaſily to be broken, while our Health, and 


Limbs enabled us, to be Joint-labourers in the 
Work we were Maſters of. | | 

The only Actor, who, in the Opinion of the 
Publick, ſeem'd to have had a Pretence of be- 
ing advanc'd to a Share with us, was certain- 
ly Booth: But when it is conſider d, how 
ſtrongly he had oppos'd the Meaſures, that had 


made us Menagers, by ſetting himſelf (as has 


been obſerv'd) at the Head of an oppofite In- 


tereſt, he could not as yer, have much to com- 

lain of: Beſide, if the Court had thought 
him, now, an equal Obje& of Favour, it could 
not have been in our Power, to have oppos'd 
his Preferment: This I mention, not to take 
from his Merit, but to ſhew, from what Cauſe 


it was not, as yet, better provided for. There- 


fore it may be no Vanity to ſay, our having ar 
that time, no viſible Competitors on the Stage, 


was the only Intereſt, that rais'd us to be the 


Menagers of it. 1 | 
Bur here, let me reſt a while, and ſince, at 


my time of Day, our beſt Poſſeſſions are but 


Eaſe, and Quiet, I muſt be content, if I will 


have Sallies of Pleaſure, to take up with thoſe 


only, that ate to be found in Imagination. 


When 1 look back, therefore, on the Storms 


of the Stage, we had been toſs'd in; when I 


conſider, that various Viciſſitude of Hopes and 
Fears, we had for twenty Years ſtruggled with, 
and found ourſelves, at laſt, thus ſafely ſet on 
Shore, to enjoy the Produce of our own La- 

. bours; 
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bours; and to have rais'd thoſe Labours by our 
Skill, and Induſtry, to a much fairer Profit, 
than our Task-maſters, by all their ſevere, and 
griping Government had ever reap'd from them; 
a good-natur'd Reader, that is not offended at 
the Compariſon of great things, with ſmall, 
will allow was a Triumph, in proportion, equal 
to thoſe, that have attended the moſt heroick 
Enterprizes for Liberty! What Tranſport could 
the firſt Brutus feel, upon his Expulſion of the 
Targuins, greater than that which now danc'd 

in the Heart of a poor Actor, who from an in- 
jur'd Labourer, unpaid his Hire, had made 
himſelf, without Guilr, a legal Menager of his 
own Fortune? Let the Grave, and Great con- 
temn, or yawn at theſe low Conceits, but let 
me be happy, in the Enjoyment of them! To 
this Hour my Memory runs o'er that pleaſing 


Proſpect of Life paſt, with little leſs Delight, 


than when J was firſt, in the real Poſſeſſion of 
it. This is the natural Temper of my Mind, 
which my Acguaintance are frequently Wit- 
neſſes of: And as this was all the Ambition, 
Providence had made my obſcure Condition 
capable of, I am thankful, that Means were 
given me to enjoy the Fruits of it. 


; — Hoc eſt 
Vivere bts, vitd poſſe priore frui. 


Something like the Meaning of this, the leſs 
learned Reader may find in my Title Page. 
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C' H A F x10 
De Stage, in its higheſt Proſperity. The Me- 


nagers not without Errors. Of what Kind. 
Cato firſt afted, What brought it to the 
Stage. The Company go to Oxford; Their 
Succeſs, and different Auditors there, Booth 
made a Sparer. Dogget objects to him. Quits 
the Stage upon his Admittance, That not his 


true Reaſon, What was. Dogget's Theatrical 
Character. 


otwichſtanding the Menaging Actors 
ERA were, now, in a happier Situation, than 
their utmoſt Pretenſions could have ex- 
pected; yet it is not to be ſuppos d, but wiſer 
Men might have mended it. As we could not all 


govern our ſelves, there were Seaſons, when 


we were not all fit to govern others. Our Paſ- 
ſions, and our Intereſt drew not always the 


ſame way. Self, had a great Sway in our 


Debates: We had our Partialities; our Preju- 


dices; our Favourites of leſs Merit; and our 


Jealouſies of thoſe who came too near us; 
Frailties, which Societies of higher Conſide- 
ration, while they are compos'd of Men, will 


not always be free from. To have been con- 


ſtantly capable of Unanimity, had been a 
Bleſſing too great for our Station: One Mind, 
among three People, were to have had three 


. Maſters, 
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Maſters, to one Servant; but when that one 
Servant is called three different ways, at the 
ſame time, whoſe Buſineſs is to be done firſt ? 
For my own Part, I was forced, almoſt all my 
Life, to give up my Share of him. And if I 
could, by Art, or Perſuaſion, hinder others 
from making, what I thought, a wrong uſe of 
their Power, it was the All, and urmoſt I de- 
fired. Yet whatever might be our Perſonal 
Errors, I ſhall think I have no Right to ſpeak 
of them farther, than where the Publick En- 


tertainment was affected by them. If there- 


fore, among ſo many, ſome particular Actors 
were remarkable in any part of their private 
Lives, that might ſometimes make the World 
merry without Doors; I hope my laughing 
Friends will excuſe me, if I do not ſo far com- 
ply, with their Deſires, or Curioſity, as to 
give them a Place, in my Hiſtory. I can on- 
ly recommend ſuch Anecdotes to the Amuſe- 
ment, of a Noble Perſon, who (in caſe I con- 
ceal them) does me the flattering Honour, to 
threaten my Work, with a Supplement. Tis 
enough for me, that ſuch Actors had their Me- 
rits, to the Publick: Let thoſe recite their 
Imperfections, who are themſelves without 
them: It is my Misfortune not to have that 
Qualification, Let us fee, then (whatever was 
amiſs in it) how our Adminiſtration went for- 
ward. 

When we were firſt inveſted, with this 
Power; the Joy of our ſo unexpectedly com- 
ing into it, kept us, for ſome time, in Amity, 

and 
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and Good-Humour, with one another: And 
the Pleaſure of reforming the many falſe 
Meaſures, Abſurdities, and Abuſes, that, like 
Weeds, had ſuck'd up the due Nouriſhment 
from the Fruits of the Theatre, gave us, as 
yet, no, leiſure, for private Diſſentions. Our 
daily Receipts exceeded our Imagination: And 
we ſeldom met, as a Board, to ſettle our 
weekly Accounts, without the Satisfaction of 
Joint-Heirs, juſt in Poſſeſſion of an unexpect- 
ed Eſtate, that had been diſtantly intail'd up- 
on them. Such a ſudden Change of our Con- 
dition, it may be imagin'd, could not but 
throw out of us a new Spirit, -in almoſt every 
Play we appear'd in: Nor did we ever fink 
into that common Negligence, which is apt 
to follow Good-fortune : Induſtry, we knew, 


was the Life of our Buſineſs; that it not only 


conceal'd Faults, but was of equal Value to 
greater Talents without it; which the De- 
. cadence once of Befferton's Company in Lin- 
coln's-Inn Fields, had lately ſhewn us a Proof 
„ | ES | 
This then was that happy Period; when 
both Actors and Menagers were in their high- 
eſt Enjoyment of general Content, and Proſ- 
perity. Now it was that the politet World 
too, by their decent Attention, their ſenſible 
Taſte, and their generous Encouragements tb 
Authors, and Actors, once more ſaw; that the 


Stage, under a due Regulation, was capable of 


being what the wiſeſt Ages thought it hig Vt 
be, The moſt rational Scheme, that Human 
| Cty MA - 3086 Wir 
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Wit could form, to diſſipate, with Innocence, 
the Cares of Life; to allure even the Turbu- 
lent, or Ill-diſpoſed from worſe Meditations, 
and to give the leiſure Hours of Buſineſs, and 
Virtue, an inſtructive Recreation. 

If this grave Aſſertion is leſs recommended, 
by falling from the Pen of a Comedian; I 
muſt appeal, for the Truth of it, to the Tra- 

edy of Cato, which was firſt acted in 1712. 
I ſubmit to the Judgment of thoſe, who were 
then the ſenſible Spectators of it, if the Suc- 
ceſs, and Merit of that Play, was not an Evi- 
dence of every Article of that Value, which I 
I have given to a decent Theatre? But (as 
I was obſerving) it could not be expected the 
Summer Days, I am ſpeaking of, could be the 
conſtant Weather of the Year; we had our 
clouded Hours, as well as our ſun-ſhine, and 
were not always in the ſame Good-Humour 
with one another: Fire, Air, and Water, 
could not be more vexatiouſly oppoſite, than 
the difterent Tempers of the Three Menagers, 
though they might equally have their uſeful, 
as well as their deſtructive Qualities. How 
variouſly theſe Elements, in our ſeveral Dif- 
poſitions, operated, may be judged from 
the following ſingle Inſtance, as well as a 
thouſand others; which if they were all to 
be told, might poſſibly make my Reader wiſh 
I had forgot them. 

Much about this time, then, there came o- 
ver from Dublin Theatre two uncelebrated Ac- 
tors, to pick up a few Pence among us, in the 

Winter, 
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Winter, as Wills had a Year, or two before, 


done on their ſide the Water, in the Summer. 
But it was not ſo clear to Dogget, and myſelf, 
that it was in their Power, to do us the 


' . ſame Service in Drury-Lane, as Wilks might 


have done them in Dublin. However Wilks 
vas ſo much a Man of Honour, that he ſcorn- 
ed to be outdone in the leaſt Point of it, let 
the Coſt be what it would, to his Fellow- Me- 
nagers, who had no particular Accounts of 
Honour open with them. To acquit him- 
ſelf therefore with a better Grace, Wilks fo 
order'd it, that his Hibernian Friends were 
got upon our Stage, before any other Mena- 
ger had well heard of their Arrival. This fo 
generous Diſpatch of their Affair, gave W:lks 
a very good Chance of convincing his Friends, 
that Himſelf was ſole Maſter of the Maſters 
of the Company. Here now, the different 
Elements in our Tempers began to work with 
us. While Vills was only animated by a 
grateful Hoſpitality to his Friends, Dogget was 
ruffled into a Storm, and look'd upon this Ge- 
nerofity, as ſo. much Inſult, and Injuſtice upon 
himſelf, and the Fraternity. During this 
Diſorder, I ſtood by, a ſeeming quiet Paſſen- 
ger, and, ſince talking to the Winds, I knew, 
could be to no great Purpoſe, (whatever Weak- 
neſs it might be call'd) could not help ſmiling, 
to obſerve with what officious Eaſe, and De- 
light, Wills was treating his Friends at our 
Expence, who were ſcarce acquainted with 
them: For, it ſeems, all this wag to end in 
. Bb go n 9 their 
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their having a Benefic-Play, in the Height of 
the Seaſon, for the unprofitable Service they 
had done us, without our Conſent, or Defire 
to employ them. Upon this Dogget bounc'd; 
and grew almoſt as untractable as Wilhs him- 
ſelf. Here, «again, I was forc'd to clap my 
Patience to the Helm, to weather this diffi- 
cult Point between them: Applying myſelf 
therefore to the Perſon, I imagin'd was moſt 
likely to hear me, I deſired Dogget; © to con- 
* ſider, that I muſt naturally, be as much 
hurt, by this vain, and over-bearing Beha- 
« viour in Wills, as he could be; and that 
© tho' it was true, theſe Actors had no Pre- 
e tence, to the Favour deſign'd them; yet 
we could not ſay they had done us any 
farther Harm, than letting the Town ſee, 
« the Parts they had been ſhewn in, had 
« been better done by thoſe, to whom they 
% properly belong'd: Yet as we had great- 
«.ly profited, by the extraordinary Labour 
« of Wills, who acted long Parts almoſt 
« every Day, and at leaſt twice to Dog- 
« get's once; and that I granted it might not 
be ſo much his Conſideration of our com- 
* mon Intereſt, as his Fondneſs for Applauſe, 
e that ſer him to Work; yet even that Va- 
© nity, if he ſuppoſed it ſuch, had its Merit 
to us; and as we had found our Account in 
eit, it would be Folly upon a Punctilio, to 
« tempt the Raſhneſs of a Man, who was 
capable to undo all he had done, by any 
Act of Extravagance, that, might fly _ 
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& his Head: That admitting this Benefit 


might be ſome little Loſs to us, yet to break 


times of worſe Conſequence, than our over- 
looking his diſagreeable manner of making 
the Demand upon us. 

Though, I found, this had made Dogget 
drop the Severity of his Features, yet he en- 
deavoured till to ſeem uneaſy, by his ſtarting 
a new Objection, which was, That we could 
not be ſure even of the Charge, they were 
to pay for it: For Wilks, ſaid he, you know 
will go any Lengths, to make it a good Day, 
to them, and may whiſper the Door-keepers, 
to give them the Ready-money taken, and re- 
turn the Account, in ſuch Tickets only, as 
theſe Actors, have not themſelves diſpoſed 
of. To make this eaſy too, I gave him my 
Word, to be anſwerable for the Charge, my 
ſelf. Upon this he acceded, and accordingly 
they had the Benefit-Play. Bur ſo it happen'd 
(whether as Dogget had ſuſpected, or not, I 
cannot ſay) the Ready-money receiv'd, fell Ten 
Pounds ſhorr of the Sum, they had agreed to 
pay for it. Upon the Saturday following, (the 
Day on which we conſtantly made up our 
Accounts) I went early to the Office, and 
| inquired, if the Ten Pounds had yet been 
paid in; but not hearing that one Shilling 
of it had found its way thither, I immedi- 


ately ſupply'd the Sum out of my own Pocket, 


and directed the Treaſurer to charge it re- 
ceived from me, in the deficient Receipt of 
B b-g W 09 the 
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the Benefit-Day. Here, now, it might be 
| imagined, all this filly Matter was aceommo- 
| dated, and that no one could fo properly ſay, 
he was aggrieved, as myſelf: But let us obſerve 
| | what the Conſequence ſays---why, the Effect of 
my inſolent interpoſing honeſty prov'd to be 
this: That the Party moſt oblig'd, was the moſt 
) offended; and the Offence was imputed to me, 
who had been Ten Pounds out of Pocket, to 
be able to commit it: For when W:lks found, 
\ in the Account, how ſpitefully the Ten Pounds 
| had been paid in, he took me aſide into the 
adjacent Stone-Paſlage, and with ſome Warmth 
ask'd me, What I meant by pretending to pay 
| in this Ten Pounds? And thar, for his part, he 
3 did not underſtand ſuch Treatment. To which 
| I reply'd, That tho' I was amaz'd, at his think- 
ing himſelf ill-created, I would give him a 
plain, juſtifiable Anſwer. - That I had given 
my Word to Degget, the Charge of the Bene- 
fit ſhould be fully paid, and fince his Friends 
had neglected it, I found myſelf bound to make 
it good. Upon which he told me, I was miſ- 
taken, if I thought, he did not ſee into the 
bottom of all this --- That Dogget, and I, were 
always endeavouring to thwart, and make him 
uneaſy ; but he was able to ſtand upon his own 
' Legs, and we ſhould find he would not be 
uſed ſo: That he took this Payment of the 
| Ten Pounds, as an Inſult upon him, and a 
; Slight to his Friends; but rather than ſuffer 
it, he would tear the whole Bufineſs to pieces: 
That I knew it was in his Power to do it; 
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and if he could not do a civil thing to a Friend, 
without all this ſenſeleſs Rout about it, he could 
be received in Ireland upon his own Terms, 
and could as eaſily mend a Company there, as 
| be had done here: That if he were gone, Deg- 
get and I would not be able to keep the Doors 
open a Week, and, by G-, he would not be 
2 Drudge for nothing. As I knew all this wag 
but the Foam of the high Value he had ſer 
upon himſelf, I thought it not amiſs, to ſeem 
a little ſilently concerned, for the helpleſs Con- 
dition, to which his Reſentment of the Injury 
I have related, was going to reduce us: For I 
knew I had a Friend, in his Heart, that, if I 

gave him a little time to cool, would ſoon 
bring him to Reaſon: The ſweet Morſel of a 
| Thouſand Pounds a Year, was not to be met 
with at every Table, and might tempt a nicer 
Palate than his own to ſwallow it, when he 
was not out of Humour. This I knew would 
always be of weight with him, when the beſt 
Arguments I could uſe, would be of none. 
I therefore gave him no farther Provocation, 
than by gravely telling him, We all had ic in 
our Power to do one another a Miſchief; bur I 
believed none of us much cared to hurt our- 
ſelves; that if he was not of my Opinion, it 
would not be in my Power, to hinder whatever 
new Scheme, he might reſolve upon; that Lon- 
don would always have a Play-houſe, and 1 
ſhould have ſome Chance in it, tho' it might 
not be ſo good as it had been; that he might 
be ſure, if I had thought my paying in the 
B b 4 7 itt JA Ten 
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Ten Pounds could have been fo ill received; 
I ſhould have been glad to have ſaved it. Upon 
this he ſeem'd to mutter ſomething to himſelf, 
and walk'd off, as if he had a mind'to be alone. 
I took the Occaſion, and return'd to Dogget, 
to finiſh our Accounts. In about ſix Minutes 
Wilks came in, to us; not in the beſt Humour, 
it may be' imagined; yet not in ſo ill a one, 
but that he took his Share of the Ten Pounds, 
without ſhewing the leaſt Contempt of it; 
which, had he been proud enough to have re- 
fuſed, or to have paid in himſelf, I might 
have thought, he intended to make good his 
Menaces, and that the Injury I had done him 
would never have been forgiven; but, it ſeems, 
we had different ways of thinking. | 
Of this kind, more or leſs delightful, was 
the Life I led,” with this impatient Man, for 
full rwenty Years. Dogget, as we ſhall find, 
could not hold it ſo long; but as he had more 
Money than I, he had not Occaſion for ſo 
much Philoſophy. And thus were our The- 
atrical Affairs frequently diſconcerted, by this 
iraſcible Commander, this Achilles of our Con- 
federacy; who, I may be bold to ſay, came 
very little ſhort of the Spirit Horace gives to 
that Hero in his- . | 


 Tmpager, iracundus, inexorabilis, acer. 


This, then, is one of thoſe Perſonal Anecdotes. 


of our Variances, which, as our publick Per- 
formances were affected by it, could not, with 
regard to Truth, and Juſtice, be omitted. 
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From this time to the Year 1712, my Me- 
mory (from which Repoſitory alone, every 
Article of what I write is collected) has no- 
thing worth mentioning, till the firſt acting of 
the Tragedy of Cato. As to the Play itſelf, 
it might be enough to ſay, That the Author, 
and the Actors had their different Hopes of 
Fame, and Profit, amply anſwer'd by the Per- 
formance; but as its Succeſs was attended 
with remarkable Conſequences, it may not 
be amiſs to trace it, from its ſeveral Years 
Concealment, in the Cloſer, to the Stage. 

In 1703, nine Years before it was acted, I 
had the Pleaſure of reading the firſt four Acts 
(which was all of it then written) privately 
with Sir Richard Steele: It may be needleſs, to 
ſay it was impoſſible to lay them out of my 
Hand, till I had gone thro' them; or to 


dwell upon the Delight, his Friendſhip to the 


Author receiv'd, upon my being ſo warmly 


pleas'd with them: But my Satisfaction was 


as highly diſappointed, when he told me, 
Whatever Spirit Mr. Addiſon had ſhewn in his 
writing it, he doubted, he would never have 
Courage enough, to let his Cato ſtand the 
Cenſure of an Engliſb Audience; that it had 
only been the Amuſement of his leiſure Hours 
in Italy, and was never intended for the Stage. 
This Poetical Diffidence Sir Richard himſelf 
ſpoke of with ſome Concern, and in the 
Tranſport of his Imagination, could not help 
ſaying, Good God] what a Part would Better- 
ton make of Cato! But this was ſeven Years 


Ko bo M 40 before 


377 


Cure 
ICations 


. 
Ke = . — 


SFF : 


es n 22 . 


Cs Sa a I 


378 


2 
F 
———ů — — 66 — kate hed bbw 4 2 3 


The Life of Mr. Col LEVY CIBBER, &c. 


before Betterton died, and when Booth (who 
afterwards made his Fortune by acting jt) was 
in his Theatrical Minority, In the latter end 
of Queen Anne's Reign, when our National 
Politicks had changed Hands; the Friends of 
Mr. Addiſon, then thought it a proper time 
to animate the Publick with the Sentiments 
of Cato; in a word, their Importunities were 
too warm, to be reſiſted; and it was no ſooner 
finiſh'd, than hurried to the Stage, in April 
1712, at a time when three Days a Week were 
uſually appointed for the Benefit Plays of par- 
ticular Actors: But a Work of that critical 
Importance, was to make its way, through 
all private Conſiderations ; nor could it poſſi- 


bly give place to a Cuſtom, which the Breach 


of could very little prejudice the Benefits, that 
on ſo unavoidable an Occaſion, were (in part, 
tho' not wholly) poſtpon'd ; it was therefore 
(Mondays excepted) acted every Day for a 
Month to conſtantly crowded Houſes. As the 
Author had made us a Preſent of whatever 
Profits he might have claim'd from it, we 
thought our ſelves oblig'd, to ſpare no Coſt, 
in the proper Decorations of it. Its comin 
ſo late in the Seaſon, to the Stage, — 
of particular Advantage, to the ſharing Ac- 
tors; becauſe the Harveſt of our annual Gains 
was generally over, before the middle of 
March; many ſele& Audiences being then, 
uſually reſerv'd, in favour to the Benefits of 
private Actors; which fixt Engagements natu- 
rally abated the Receipts of the Days, 
an 
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and after them: But this unexpected After- 
crop of Cato, largely ſupplied to us, thoſe De- 


ficiencies; and was almoſt equal to two fruit- 


ful Seaſons, in the ſame Year; at the Cloſe of 
which, the three menaging Actors found them- 


ſelves, each a Gainer of thirteen hundred, and 
fifty Pounds: But to return to the firſt Recep- 
tion of this Play from the Publick. 


Although Cato ſeems plainly written _ | 


what are called Whig Principles; yet the Torys 
of that time had Senſe enough not to take it, 
as the leaſt Reflection, upon their Adminiſtra- 
tion; but, on the contrary, they ſeem'd to 
brandiſh, and vaunt their Approbation of every 
Sentiment in favour of Liberty, which by a 
publick Act of their Generoſity, was carried 
ſo high, that one Day, while the Play was 


acting, they collected fifty Guineas in the 


Boxes, and made a Preſent of them to Booth, 
with this Compliment----= For his hone/t Op- 
pofition to a perpetual Dictator; and his dy- 
ing ſo bravely, in the Cauſe of Liberty: What 
was inſinuated, by any Part of theſe Words, 
is not my Affair; but ſo publick a Reward 


had the Appearance of a laudable Spirit, which 


only ſuch a Play, as Cato, could have inſpired; 
nor could Booth be blam'd, if upon ſo par- 
ticular a Diſtinction of his Merit, he began 
himſelf to ſet more Value upon it: How far 
he might carry it, in making uſe of the Fa- 
vour he ſtood in with a certain Nobleman, 
then in Power, at Court, was not difficult to 
penetrate ; and indeed, ought always to _— 
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been expected by the menaging Actors: For 
which of them (making the Caſe every way 
his own) could with ſuch Advantages, have 
contented himſelf, in the humble Station of 
an hired Actor? But let us ſee how the 
Menagers ſtood ſeverally affected, upon this 
Occaſion. | | 

Dogget, who 2 though he fear'd not, 
the Attempt of what after happen'd, imagin'd 
he had thought of an Expedient to prevent 
it: And to cover his Deſign with all the Art 
of a Stateſman, he inſinuated to us (for he was a 
Raunch Wh:g) that this Preſent of fifty Guineas, 
was a ſort of a Tory Triumph, which they 
had no Pretence to; and that for his Part, 
he could not bear, that ſo redoubted a Cham- 
pion for Liberty, as Cato, ſhould be bought 
off, to the Cauſe of a Contrary Party: He 
therefore, in the ſeeming Zeal of his Heart, 
propoſed, that the Menagers themſelves ſhould 
make the ſame Preſent to Booth, which had 
been made him, from the Boxes, the Day 
before. This, he ſaid, would recommend the 
Equality, and liberal Spirit of our Menage- 
ment, to the Town, and might be a Means, 
to ſecure Booth more firmly in our Inte- 
reſt; it never having heen known, that the 
Skill of the beſt Actor had receiv'd ſo round 
a Reward, or Gratuity, in one Day, before. 
Wills, who wanted nothing but Abilicies to 
be as cunning as Dogget, was ſo charm'd with 
the Propoſal, that he long'd that Moment, to 
make Booth rhe Preſent, with his own Hands 1 
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and though he knew he had no Right to do 
it, without my Conſent, had no Patience to 
ask it; upon which I turned to Dagger, with 
2 cold Smile, and told him, that if Booth 
could be purchas'd, at ſo cheap a Rate, it 
would be one of the beſt Proofs of his Oeco- 
nomy, we had ever been beholden to: I there- 
fore defired we might have a little Patience; 


that our doing it too haſtily might be only 


making ſure of an Occaſion to throw the fifty 


Guineas away; for if we ſhould be obliged to 


do better for him, we could never expect, that 
Booth would think himſelf bound, in Honour, 
to refund them. This ſeem'd ſo abſurd an 
Argument to Mills, that he began with his 
uſual Freedom of Speech to treat it, as a piti- 
ful Evaſion of their intended Generoſity: But 
Dogget, who was not ſo wide of my Meaning, 
clapping his Hand upon mine, ſaid, with an 
Air of Security, O! don't trouble yourſelf! 
there muſt be two Words to that Bargain; 


let me alone to menage that Matter. Wills, 


upon this dark Diſcourſe, grew uneaſy, as if 
there were ſome Secret between us, that he 
was to be left out of. Therefore, to avoid 
the Shock of his Intemperance, I was reduc'd 
to tell him, that it was my Opinion, that 
Booth would never be made eaſy, by any thing 
we could do for him, 'till he had a Share, in 
the Profits, and Menagement; and that, as 
he. did not want Friends to aſſiſt him, what- 


ever his Merit might be before, every one 


would think, ſince his acting of Cato, he had 
| 2 U JD now 
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now enough to back his Pretenſions to it. To 
which Dogget reply d, that nobody could think 
his Merit was flighted by ſo handſome a Pre- 


ſent, as fifty Guineas; and that for his farther 


Pretenſions, whatever the Licenſe might avail, 
our Property of Houſe, Scenes, and Cloaths 
were our own, and not in the Power of the 
Crown to diſpoſe of. To conclude, my Ob- 
jections, that the Money would be only thrown 
away, Ce. were over-rul'd, and the ſame 
Night Booth had the fifty Guineas, which ha 
receiv'd with a Thankfulneſs, that made Wills, 
and Dogget perfectly eaſy ; inſomuch that they 
ſeem'd, for ſqme time, to triumph in their 
Conduct, and often endeavour'd to laugh my 
Jealouſy out of Countenance: But in the fol- 
lowing Winter, the Game happen'd to take a 
different Turn; and then, if it had been a 
laughing Matter, I had as ſtrong an Occaſion 
to ſmile at their former Security. But before 
I make an End of this Matter, I cannot paſs 
over the good Fortune of the Company, that 
followed us, to the Act at Oxford, which was 
held in the intervening Summer: Perhaps 
too, a ſhort View of the Stage, in that different 
Situation, may not be unacceptable to the 
Curious, 

After the Reſtoration of King Charles, be- 
fore the Cavalier, and Round-head Parties, un- 
der their new Denomination of Whig, and 
Tory, began again to be 2 troubleſome, 
publick Acts at Oxford (as I find by the Date 
of ſeveral Prologues written by Dryden, for 

Hart 
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Hart on thoſe Occaſions) had been more fre- 
- quently held, than in later Reigns. Whether 
the ſame Party-Diſſentions may have occaſion'd 
the Diſcontinuance of them, is a Speculation, 
not neceſſary to be enter d into. But theſe Ac- 
cademical Jubilees have uſually been look'd 
upon as a kind of congratulatory Compliment, 
to the Acceſſion of every new Prince, to the 
Throne, and generally, as ſuch have attended 
them. King James, notwithſtanding his Re- 
ligion, had the Honour of it; at which the 
Players, as uſual; aſſiſted. This I have only 
mention'd, to give the Reader a Theatrical 
Anecdote of a Liberty, which Tony Leigh the 
Comedian took with the Character of the well 


© known ObadiahWalker, then Head of Univer- 


fity College, who, in that Prince's Reign, had 
turn'd Roman Catbolick: The Circumſtance is 
. | 

In the latter End of the Comedy call'd the 
Committee, Leigh, who acted the Part of 
Teague, hauling in Obadiah, with an Halter 
about his Neck, whom, according to his writ- 
cen Part, he was to threaten to hang, for no 


better Reaſon than his refuſing to drink the 
King's Health, (but here Leigh) to juſtify his 


Purpoſe, with a ſtronger Provocation, put him- 
ſelf into a more, than ordinary Heat, with his 
Captive Obadiab, which having heightened his 


Maſter's Curiofity, to know what Obadiab had 


done to deſerve ſuch Uſage, Leigh, folding his 
Arms, with a ridiculous Stare of Aſtoniſhment, 
reply'd»<-- Upon my Shoule, be has ſhange his 
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Religion, As the Merit of this Jeſt lay chiefly 
in the Auditors ſudden Application of it, to 
the Obadiah of Oxford, it was received with 
all the Triumph of Applauſe, which the Zeal 
of a different Religion could inſpire. . But 
Leigh was given to underſtand; that the King 
was highly diſpleaſed at it, inaſmuch as it had 
ſhewn him, that the Univerlity was in a Tem- 
per to make a Jeſt of his Proſelyte. But to 
return to the Conduct of our own Affairs there, 
in 1712. - ' 

It had been a Cuſtom for the Comedians, 
while at Oxford, to act twice a Day; the firſt 
Play ending every Morning, before the Col- 
lege Hours of dining, and the other never to 
break into the time of ſhutting their Gates in 
the Evening. This extraordinary Labour gave 
all the hired Actors a Title to double Pay; 
which, at the Act, in King William's Time, I 
had myſelf accordingly received there. But 
the preſent Menagers conſidering, that by acting 
only once a Day, their Spirits might be freſher 
for every ſingle Performance, and that by this 
Means, they might be able to fill up the Term 
of their Reſidence, without the Repetition of 
their beſt, and ſtrongeſt Plays; and as their 
Theatre was contrived to hold a full third more, 
than the uſual Form of it had done, one Houſe 
well fill'd, might anſwer the Profits of two 
but moderately taken up: Being enabled too, 
by their late Succeſs, at London, to make the 
Journey pleaſant, and profitable to the reſt of 


their Society, they reſolved to continue to them, 


their 
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their double Pay, notwithſtanding this new 
Abatement of half their Labour. This Con- 
duct of the Menagers more than anſwer'd their 
Intention, which was rather to get nothing 
themſelves, than not let their Fraternity be the 
better for the Expedition, Thus they laid an 
Obligation, upon their Company, and were 
themſelves conſiderably, though unexpected, 


Gainers by it. But my chief Reaſon for bring- 


ing the Reader to Oxford, was to ſhew the dif- 
ferent Taſte of Plays there, from that which 
prevail'd at London. A great deal of that falſe, 


flaſhy Wir, and forc'd Humour, which had 
been the Delight of our Metropolitan Multi- 


tude, was only rated there at its bare, intrin- 
fick Value; Applauſe was not to be purchaſed 
there, but by the true Sterling, the Sal Atticum 
of a Genius; unleſs where the Skill of the 
Actor paſs d it upon them, with ſome extraor- 
dinary Strokes of Nature. Shakeſpear, and 
Fohnſon had, there, a ſort of claſſical Authority; 
tor whoſe maſterly Scenes they ſeem'd to have 
as implicit a Reverence, as formerly, for the 
Ethicks of Ariſtotle; and were as incapable of 
allowing Moderns to be their Competitors, as of 
changing their Academical Habits for gaudy 
Colours, or Embroidery, Whatever Merit, 
therefore, ſome few of our more _ 
| written Comedies might pretend to, they had 
not the ſame Effect upon the Imagination there, 
nor were received with that extraordinary Ap- 
plauſe, they had met with, from the People of 
Mode, and Pleaſure, in London; whoſe vain 
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Accompliſhments did not diſlike themſelves, in 
the Glaſs, that was held to them: The elegant 
Follies of higher Life, were not, at Oxford, 
among their Acquaintance, and conſequently 
might not be ſo good Company, to a learned 
Audience, as Nature, in her plain.Dreſs, and 
unornamented, in her Purſuits and Inclinations, 
ſeem'd to be. 

The only diſtinguiſh'd Merit, allow'd to 
any modern Writer, was to the Author of 
Cato, which Play being the Flower of a Plant, 
raiſed in that learned Garden, (for there Mr. 
Addiſon had his Education) what Favour may 
we nat ſuppoſe was due to him, from an Au- 
dience of Brethren, who from that local Re- 
lation to him, might naturally have a warmer 
Pleaſure, in their Benevolence to his Fame ? 
But not to give more Weight to this imaginary 
Circumſtance, than it may bear, the Fact was, 
that on our firſt Day af acting it, our Houſe 
was, in a manner, inveſted; and Entrance 
demanded by twelve a Clock at Noon, and be- 
fore one, it was not wide enough for many, 
who came too late for Places. The ſame 
Crowds continued for three Days together, (an 
uncommon Curioſity in that Place) and the 
Death of Cato triumph'd over the Injuries of 
Caeſar, every where. To conclude, our Re- 
ception at Oxford, whatever our Merit might 
be, exceeded our Expectation, At our takin 
Leave, we had the Thanks of the Vice-Chan- 
cellor, for the Decency, and Order, obſerv'd 
by our whole Society; an Honour which had 
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not always been paid, upon the ſame Occa- 
fions ; for at the Act, in King William's Time, 
I remember ſome Pranks of a different Nature 
had been complain'd of. Our Receipts had 
not only enabled us (as I have obſerv'd) to 
double the Pay of every Actor, but to afford 
out of them, towards the Repair of St. Mary's 
Church, the Contribution of fifty Pounds: 
Beſides which, each of the three Menagers 
had to his reſpective Share, clear of all Charges, 
one hundred and fifty more, for his one and 
twenty Day's Labour; which being added to 
his thirteen hundred, and fifty, ſhared in the 
Winter preceding, amounted, in the whole, 
to fifteen hundred; the greateſt Sum ever 
known to have been ſhared, in one Year, to 
that Time: And to the Honour of our Audi» 
tors, here, and elſewhere be it ſpoken, all this 
was rais'd, without the Aid of thoſe barbarous 
Entertainments, with which, ſome few Years 
after (upon the Re- eſtabliſnment of two con- 
tending Companies) we were forc'd to diſgrace 
the Stage, to ſupport it. 

This, therefore, is that remarkable Period, 
when the Stage, during my Time upon it, was 
the leaſt reproachable: And it may be worth 
the publick Obſervation (if any thing I have 
ſa id of it can be ſo) that One Stage may, as I 
have prov'd it has done, very laudably ſupport 
it felf, by ſuch Spectacles only, as are fic to de- 
light a ſenſible People; but the equal Proſpe- 
rity of Two Stages has always been of a very 


ſhore Duration. If therefore the Publick 
CC 28 it J3 thould 


4 gs 4 — 
Po. 1 4 4. 
—— — 


—— 
r 


— 1 
- - 2 0 
— 8 —— SES — _ 
* 


"* "I — — — 80 


— + FEY 


— — — 2 
— * 


. 
— — — * — 


— — r et 


_ — q — 1 — 
- % 9 p — 
. rr 


) ; 
arch 
Mons 


338 


The Life of Mr. Corr ey Cinnrn, Oc. 


-ſhould ever recover, into the true Taſte of 
that Time, and ſtick to it; the Stage muſt 
come into it, or ſtarve; as whenever the ge- 
neral Taſte is vulgar, the Stage muſt come 


Bur I ask Pardon of 


down to it, te live. 


the Multitude, who, in all Regulations of the 


Stage, may expect, to be a little indulg'd, in 
what they like: If therefore they will have a 
May- pole, why, the Players muſt give them a 
May- pole; but I only ſpeak, in caſe they 
ſhould keep an old Cuſtom of changing their 


Minds; and by their Privilege of being in the 


wrong, ſhould take a Fancy, by way of Varie- 
ty, of being in the right Then, in ſuch a 
Caſe, what I have ſaid may appear to have been 
no intended Deſign, againſt their Liberty of 
Judging, for themſelves. | 

After our Return, from Ox/ord, Booth was 
at full Leiſure, to ſolicit his Admiſſion, to a 
Share, in the Menagement; in which he ſuc- 
cceded, about the Beginning of the following 
Winter: Accordingly a new Licenſe (recalling 
all former Licenſes) was iſſued, wherein Booth's 
Name was added, to thoſe of the other Mena- 
gers. But ſtill, there was a Difficulty, in his 
Qualification, to be adjuſted; what Conſidera- 
tion he ſhould allow, * an equal Title to our 
Stock of Cloaths, Scenes, Sc. without which, 
the Licenſe was of no more uſe, than the Stock 


was without the Licenſe; or, at leaſt, if there 


were any Difference, the former Menagers 
ſeein'd to have the Advantage, in it; the Stock 
being intirely theirs, and three Parts in four ” 
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the Licenſe; for Collier, though now but a fifth 
Menager, ſtill inſiſted on his former Appoint- 
ment of 700. a Year; which, in Equity 
ought certainly to have been proportionably a- 
bated : Bur Court-Fayour was not always mea- 
ſur'd by that Yard; Collier's Matter was ſoon 
out of the Queſtion ; his Pretenſions were too 
viſible, to be conteſted; but the Affair of Booth 
was not ſo clear a Point: The Lord Chamber- 
lain, therefore, only recommended it, to be 
adjuſted among our ſelves; which, to ſay the 
Truth, at that Time, was a greater Indulgence 
than I expected. Let us ſee, then, how this 
critical Caſe was handled. 


Wilks was of Opinion, that to ſet a good 


round Value upon our Stock, was the only 
way, to come near an Equivalent, for the Di- 
minution of our Shares, which the Admiſſion 
of Booth muſt occaſion: But Dogget inſiſted, 
that he had no mind to diſpoſe of any Part of 
his Property, and therefore would ſer no Price 
upon it at all, Though I allow'd, that Both 
theſe Opinions might be grounded on a good 
deal of Equity, yet I was not ſure that either 
of them was practicable; and therefore told 
them, that when they could Both agree, which 
of them could be made ſo, they might rely on 
my Conſent, in any Shape. In the mean time, 
I defired they would conſider, that as our Li- 
cenſe ſubſiſted only during Pleaſure, we could 


not pretend, that the Queen might not recall, 


or alter it: But that to ſpeak out, without 
mincing the matter on either Side, the Truth 
id Cog 2 WY wi 
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was plainly this: That Booth had a manifeſt 
Merit, as an Actor; and as he was not ſuppo- 
ſed to be a Whig, it was as evident, that a good 
deal for that Reaſon, a Secretary of State had 
taken him into his Protection, which I was a- 
fraid the weak Pretence of our invaded Pro- 
perty, would not be able ro contend with:? 
That his having fgnaliz'd himſelf, in the Cha- 
racter of Cato (whoſe Principles the Tories 
had affected to have taken, into their own Poſ- 
ſeſſion) was a very popular Pretence of ma- 
king him free of the Stage, by advancing him, 
to the Profits of it. And, as we had ſeen, 
that the Stage was frequently treated, as if it 
was not ſuppos'd, to have any Property at all; 
this Favour intended to Booth was thought a 
right Occaſion, to avow that Opinion, by dif- 
poſing of its Property, at Pleaſure: But be 
that, as it might, I own'd, it was not ſo much 
my Apprehenfions of what the Court might 
do, that ſway'd me, into an Accommodation 
with Booth, as what the Town, (in whoſe Fa- 
vour he now apparently ftood) might think 
ought to be done: That there might be more 
danger in conteſting their arbitrary Will, and 
Pleaſure, than in diſputing this leſs terrible 
Strain of the Prerogative. That if Booth were 
only impos'd upon us, from his Merit to the 
Court, we were then, in the Condition of other 
Subjects: Then, indeed, Law, Right, and 
Polieflion, might have a tolerable Tug, for 
our Property: But as the Town would always 
look upon his Merit to hem, in a ſtronger 
? | Light, 
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Light, and be Judges of it themſelves, it 
would be a weak, and idle Endeavour, in us, 
not to ſail with the Stream, when we might 
poſſibly make a Merit of our cheerfully ad- 
thitting him: That though his former Oppo- 
fition to our Intereſt, thight, between Man and 
Man, a good deal juſtify our not making ati 
earlier Friend of him; yet that was a Diſob- 
ligation, out of the Town's Regard, and con- 
ſequently would be of no weight, againſt 
ſo approv'd an Actor's being prefer d. But 
all this, notwithſtanding, if they could both 
agree, in a different Opinion, I would, at 
the Hazard of any Conſequence, be guided 

it. 

1 now, will be ſhewn another Inſtance 
of our different Tempers: Dogget (who in all 
Matters, that concern'd our common Weal, 
and Intereft, little regatded our Opinion, and 
even to an Obſtinacy, walked by his own 
Took'd only out of Humour, at what I h 

faid, and without thinking himfelf oblig'd to 


give any Reaſon for it, declat'd, he would 


maintain his Property. Wilks, (who, upon 
the ſame Occaſſons, was as remarkably ductile, 


as when his Superiority on the Stage, was in 


queſtion, he was afltthing, and intractable, 
faid, for his Part, provided our Buſineſs of 
acting was not interrupted, he did not cafe 
what we did: But, it ſhort, he was for play- 
ing on, come what would of it. This laſt 
Part of his Declaratiotr I did not diſlike, and 
therefore I defir'd, we might all enger into an 
C 4 4% imme» 
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immediate Treaty with Booth, upon the Terms 


of his Admiſſion. Dogget ſtill ſullenly reply'd, 
that he had no Occaſion, to enter into any 


Treaty. Wilks then, to ſoften him, propos'd, 


that, if I liked it, Dogget might undertake it 
himſelf I agreed. No! he would not be 
concern'd in it. I then offer'd the ſame Truſt 
to Wilks, if Dogget approv'd of it. Wills 
ſaid, he was not good at making of Bargains, 
bur if I was willing, he would rather leave it 
to me. Dogget, at this, roſe up, and ſaid, we 
might both do as we pleas'd, but that nothing 
but the Law, ſhould make him part with his 
Property and ſo went out of the Room. Af- 
ter which he never came among us more, ei- 
ther as an Actor, or Menager. 
By his having, in this abrupt manner, abdi- 
cated his Poſt, in our Government; what he 
left of it, naturally devolv'd, upon Wks, and 
myſelf. However, this did not ſo much di- 
ſtreſs our Affair, as I have Reaſon to believe 
Dogget thought it would: For though, by our 
Indentures tripartite, we could not diſpoſe of 
his Property, without his Conſent: Yet thoſe 
Indentures could not oblige us to faſt, becauſe. 
he had no Appetite; and if the Mill did not 
grind, we could have no Bread: We therefore 
determin'd, at any Hazard, to keep our Buſi- 
neſs ſtill going, and that our ſafeſt way would 
be, ro make the beſt Bargain we could with 
Booth; one Article of which was to be, That 
Booth ſhould ſtand equally anſwerable with us, 
to Dogget, for the Conſequence; To 2 
oof 


jj 5 1 the 67. 4 , Gel. AnAanni cv) l . 


11 4 2 Heer, 5 = 2 3 for 3 Ariat / [71S - 2 


a Fo oe lik IS" U, R 0 O11 ee ſr „ fag 


KE „%! „„ „ 


Heb. „E cen Wee by ANTE =. het hs had 


&fl die, Bien toe BP AA. Ge 


— at 
* 


— u ᷑⁊ꝓ——— — — — 
n * 
E 


— — 
——— 
wv 


8 
94 


— ͤ— —¼ 
tt 4 . 
— 


_ - a ws WS —-— [— 
3 —— > oe a ries 2 
— 


— — 


— 


—— 


: 
1 

65 
1 a | 
: 1 
” * 

x l 

| 4 
19 
c 4 
1 

Fo 
: 
: 
14 


Oarch 
Cations 


| 


| 


* 


Te Life of Mr. Col LEV CIBBER, c. 


Booth made no Objection, and the reſt of his 
Agreement, was to allow us Six Hundred 
Pounds for his Share, in our Property, which 


was to be paid by ſuch Sums as ſhould ariſe 
from half his Profits of Acting, till the whole 
was diſcharg'd: Vet ſo cautious were we in 
this Affair, that this Agreement was only Ver- 


bal on our Part, tho written, and ſign'd by 


Booth, as what intirely contented him: How- 
ever, Bond and Judgment, could not have made 


it more ſecure, to him; for he had his Share, 


and was able to diſcharge the Incumbrance up- 
on it, by his Income of that Year only. Let 


us ſee what Dogget did in this Affair, after he 


had left us. | 
Might it not be imagin'd, that Wills, and 
Myſelf, by having made this Marter eaſy to 
Booth, ſhould have deſerv'd the Approbation 
at leaſt, if not the Favour of the Court, that 
had exerted ſo much Power to prefer him? 
But ſhall I be believed, when I affirm, that 
Dogget, who had ſo ſtrongly oppos'd the 
Court, in his Admiſſion to a Share, was very 
near getting the becter of us both, upon that 
Account, and for ſome time appeared to have 
more Favour there, than either of us? Let 
me tell out my Story, and then think what you 
pleaſe of it. | 
Dogget, who was equally oblig'd, with us, 
to act, upon the Stage, as to aſſiſt, in the Me- 
nagement of it, tho had refus'd to do either, 
ſtill demanded of us his whole Share of the 
Profits, without conſidering what Part of them 
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Booth might pretend to, from our late Conceſ- 
ſions. After many fruitleſs Endeavours to bring 
him back, to us; Booth join'd with us in mak- 
ing him an Offer of half a Share, if he had a 
mind totally to quit the Stage, and make it a 
Sine- cure. No! he wanted the whole, and to 
fir ſtill himſelf, while we (if we pleaſed) might 
work for him, or let it alone, and none of us 
all, neither he, nor we, be the better for it, 
What we imagin'd encourag'd him to hold us 
at this ſhort Defiance, was, that he had laid 
up enough to live upon, without the Stage (for 
he was one of thoſe cloſe Oeconomiſts, whom 
Prodigals call a Miſer) and therefore partly from 
an Inclination, as an invincible Mhig, to fig- 
nalize himſelf in defence of his Property, and 
as much preſuming that our Neceſſities would 
oblige us to come to his own Terms, he was 
derermin'd (even againſt the Opinion of his 
Friends) to make ro other Peace, with us. 
Bur not being able, by this inflexible Perſeve- 
rance, to have his wicked Will of us, he was 
refolv'd to go to the Fountain- head of his own 
Diſtreſs, and try, if from thence, he could 
turn the Current againſt us. He appeal'd to 
the Vice-Chamberlain, to whoſe Direction, the 
adjuſting of all theſe Theatrical Difficulties, - 
was then committed: But there, I date fay, 
the Reader does not expect he ſhould meet with 
much Favour: However, be that as it may; 
for whether any regard was had, to his having 
ſome Thonfands, in his Pocket; or that he 
was comſider d, as a Man, who would, or 
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could make more Noiſe, in the Matter, than 
Courtiers might care for: Or what Charms, 
Spells, or Conjurations he _ make uſe of, 
is all Darkneſs to me; yet ſo it was, he one 
way or other, play d his part ſo well, that, in 
a few Days after, we received an Order, from 
the Vice-Chamberlain, pofitively commanding 


us, to pay Dogget his whole Share, notwith- 


ſtanding, we had complain'd before of his hav- 

ing withdrawn bimſelf from acting on the 
Stage, and from the Menagement of it. This 
I thought was a dainty Diſtinction, indeed! 
that Dogget's Defiance of the Commands in 
favour of Booth, ſhould be rewarded with fo 
ample a Sine-cure; and that we, for our Obe- 
dience, ſhould be condemn'd ro dig in the 
Mine, to pay it him! This bitter Pill, I con- 
feſs, was more than I could down with, and 
therefore ſoon determin'd, at all Events, never 
to take ir. But, as I had a Man in Power to 
deal with, it was not my buſineſs to ſpeak ont 
to him, or to ſet forth our Treatment, in its 
proper Colours. My only Doubt was, Whe- 
ther 1 could bring Wilks into the fame Senti- 
ments (for he never car'd to litigate any rhing, 
that did not affect his Figure upon the Stage.) 
But I had the good Fortune to lay our Condi- 
tion, in fo precarious, and difagreeable a Light 
to him, if we fubmitted to this Order, that 
he fir d, before 1 could get chro” half the Con- 
ſequenees of it; and I began now to find it 
more difficult, to keep him writhin Bounds, 
than J had before to alarm him, I then pro- 
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pos'd to him this Expedient : That we ſhould 
draw up a Remonſtrance, neither ſeeming 
to refuſe, of comply with this Order ; but to 
ſtart ſuch Objections, and perplexing Difficul- 
ties, that ſhould make the whole impracti- 
cable: That under ſuch Diſtractions, as this 
would raiſe in our Affairs, we could not be 
anſwerable to keep open our Doors, which 
conſequently would deſtroy the Fruit of the 
Favour lately granted to Booth, as well as of 
This intended to Dogget himſelf. To this 
Remonſtrance we received an Anſwer in Writ- 
ing, which varied ſomething, in the Meaſures, 
to accommodate Matters with Dagget. This 
was all I defired, when I found the Style of 
Sic jubeo was alter'd, when this formidable 
Power began to parley with us, we knew there 
could not be much to be fear'd, from it: For I 
would have remonſtrated 'till I had died, ra- 
ther than have yielded to the rougheſt, or 
ſmootheſt Perſuaſion, that could intimidate or 
deceive us. By this Conduct, we made the 
Affair, at laſt, too troubleſome for the Eaſe of 
a Courtier to go thro' with, For when it was 
conſider d, that the principal Point, the Ad- 
miſſion of Booth was got over, Dogget was 
fairly left to the Law, for Relief, 

Upon this Diſappointment, Dogget accord- 
ingly preferred a Bill in Chancery againſt us, 
Wilks, who hated all Buſineſs, but that of 
entertaining the Publick, left the Conduct of 
our Cauſe to me; in which we had, at our 
firſt ſetting out, this Advantage of Dates 

that 
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that we had three Pockets to ſupport our Ex- 
pence, where he had but One. My firſt Di- 
rection to our Solicitor was, to uſe all poſſi- 
ble Delay, that the Law would admir of; a 
Direction, that Lawyers ſeldom neglect; by 
this means we hung up our Plaintiff about 
two Years, in Chancery, till we were at full 
Leiſure to come to a Hearing before the Lord- 


Chancellor Cooper ; which did not happen till 


after the Acceſſion of his late Majeſty. The 
Iſſue of it was this. Dogget had about four- 
teen Days allow'd ,him to make his Election, 
whether he would return to act, as uſual: 
But he declaring, by his Counſel, That he ra- 
ther choſe to quit the Stage, he was decreed 
Six Hundred Pounds for his Share, in our Pro- 
perty, with 15 per Cent. Intereſt, from the 
Date of the laſt Licenſe: Upon the Receipt 
of which, both Parties were to ſign General- 
Releaſes, and ſeverally to pay their own Coſts; 


By this Decree, Dogget, when his Lawyer's 


Bill was paid, ſcarce — one Vear's Purchaſe, 
of what we had offer'd him without Law, 
which (as he ſurviv'd but ſeven Years after 
it) would have been an Annuity of Five Hun- 
dred Pounds, and a Sine Cure for Life. 

Tho' there are many Perſons living, who 
know every Article of theſe Facts, to be true: 
Yet it will be found, that the ſtrongeſt of them, 
was not the ſtrongeſt Occaſion of Dogget's 
quitting the Stage. If therefore the Reader 
ſhould not have Curioſity enough to know, 

how the Publick came, to he. depriv'd of fo 
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valuable an Actor, let him conſider, that he 

is not obliged to go through the reſt of this 

[ | Chapter, which I fairly tell him before-hand, 

will only be fill'd up with a few idle Anec- 

| dotes, ue to that Diſcovery. 


1 | After our Law-ſuit was ended, Dogget, for 
| } ſome few Years. could ſcarce bear the Sight 
| of Wilks, or myſelf; tho' (as ſhall be ſhewn) 
1 ' for different Reaſons: Vet it was his Misfor- 


tune to meet with us almoſt every Day. But- 

ton's Coffee-houſe, ſo celebrated in the Tatlers, 

for the Good-Company, that came there, was 

at this time, in its higheſt Requeſt. Addiſon, 

Steele, Pope, and ſeveral orher Gentlemen of 

| different Merit, then made it their conſtant 

: Rendezvous. Nor could Dogget decline the a- 
' | reeable Converſation there, tho' he was dail 
| vre to find Wills, or myſelf, in the ſame Place, 

to four his Share of it: For as Wilks, and 

He were differently Proud ; the one rejoicing 

in a captious, over-bearing, valiant Pride; and 

the other, in a ſtiff, ſullen, Purſe-Pride, it 

may be eafily conceiv'd, when two ſuch Tem- 

| pers met, how agreeable the Sight of one 

| was to the other. And as Dogget knew, I 

| had been the Conductor of our Defence, a- 

| = his Law-fuit, which had hurt him more, 

r the Lofs he had ſuſtain'd, in his Reputa- 

| tion of underftanding Buſineſs, which he va- 

med himfelf upon, than his Diſappoint- 

ment had, of getting fo little by it; it was 

no wonder if I was intirely out of his good 

Graces, which I confefs, I was inclin'd upon 
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any reaſonable Terms to have recover d; he 


being of all my Theatrical Brethren, the Man 


I moſt delighted in: For when he was not 
in a Fit of Wiſdom, or not over- concerned 
about his Intereſt, he had a great deal of enter- 
taining Humour: I therefore, notwithſtand- 
ing his Reſerve, always left the Door open 
to our former Intimacy, if he were inclined 
to come into it. I never failed to give him 
my Hat, and, Your Servant, wherever I met 
him; neither of which he would ever return, 
for above a Year after; but I ſtill perſiſted, in 
my uſual Salutation, without obſerving, whe- 
ther it was civilly received, or not, This ri- 
diculous Silence between two Comedians, thar 
had ſo lately liv'd in a conſtant Courſe of 
Raillery with one another, was often ſmil'd. 
at, by our Acquaintance, who frequented the 
ſame Coffee-houſe: And one of them carri- 
ed his Jeſt upon it ſo far, that when I was 
at ſome Diſtance from Town, he wrote me 
a formal Account, that Dogget was actual- 
ly dead. After the firſt Surprize, his Letter 
gave me was over, I began to conſider, that 
this coming from a droll Friend to both of 
us, might poſſibly be written, to extract ſome 


Merriment out of my real belief of it: In 


this I was not unwilling to gratify him, and 


returned an Anſwer, as if I had taken the 
Truth of his News for granted; and was 


not a little pleas'd, that I had fo fair an 
Opportunity of ſpeaking my Mind freely of 
Dogget, which I if 

&-. MO Character, 


d, in ſome Favour of his 
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Character; I excuſed his Faults, and was juſt 
to his Merit. His Law-ſuit with us, I only 
imputed to his having naturally deceived him- 
ſelf in the Juſtice of his Cauſe. What I moſt 
complain'd of was, his irreconcilable Diſaffec- 
tion to me, upon it, whom he could not rea- 
ſonably blame, for ſtanding in my own De- 
fence; that not to endure me, after it, was a 
Reflection upon his Senſe, when all our Ac- 
quaintance had been Witneſſes of our former 
Intimacy; which my Behaviour in his Life- 
time, had plainly ſhewn him, I had a mind 
to renew. But ſince he was now gone (how- 
ever great a Churl he was to me) I was ſorry 

my Correſpondent had loſt him. 
This Part of my Letter, I was ſure, if Dog- 
get's Eyes were ſtill open, would be ſhewn to 
im; if not, I had only writ it to no 
Purpoſe. But about a Month after, when I 
came to Town, I had ſome little Reaſon to 
imagine it had the Effect I wiſh'd from it: 
For, one Day fitting over-againſt him, at the 
fame Coffee-houſe, where we often mixt at the 
ſame Table, tho' we never exchanged a ſingle 
Syllable, he graciouſly extended his Hand, for 
a Pinch of my Snuff: As this ſcem'd, from 
him, a ſort of breaking the Ice of his Temper, 
I took Courage upon it, to break Silence on my 
Side, and ask'd him how he lik'd it? To 
which, with a flow Heſitation, naturally aſ- 
ſiſted by the Action of his raking the Snuff, he, 
reply'd--- Umb! the beſt--- Umb !--- I have taſt- 
17 a great while ! ---- If the Reader, who may 
poſſibly 
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poſſibly think all this extremely trifling, will 
conſider that Trifles ſometimes ſhew Charac- 
ters in as ſtrong a Light, as Facts of more ſeri- 
ous Importance, I am in hopes he may allow, 
that my Matter leſs needs an Excuſe, than the 
Excuſe itſelf does; if not, I muſt ſtand con- 
demn'd at the end of my Story. Bur let me 
go on. | | 

After a few Days of theſe coy, Lady-like 
Compliances, on his Side, we grew into a 
more converſable Temper: At laſt, I took a 
proper Occaſion, and deſired he would be ſo 
frank with me, as to let me. know, what was 
his real Diſlike, or Motive, that made him 
throw up ſo good an Income, as his Share with 
us annually brought him in? For though by 
our Admiſſion of Booth, it might not probably 
amount to ſo much by a Hundred, or two a 
Year, as formerly; yet the Remainder was too 
conſiderable, to be quarrel'd with, and was 
likely to continue more, than the beſt Actors 
before us, had ever got, by the Stage. And 
farther, to encourage him to be open, I told 
him, If I had done any thing, that had parti- 
cularly diſobliged him, I was ready, if he 
could put me in the way, to make him any 
Amends in my Power; if not, I deſired he 


would be ſo juſt to himſelf, as to let me know 


the real Truth, without Reſerve: But Reſerve 
he could not, from his natural Temper, eaſily 
ſhake off. All he ſaid came from him, by half 
Sentences, and Inuendos, as---No, he had not 
taken any thing particularly ill 17 for pis Part, 
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he was very eaſy, as he was; but where others 
were to diſpoſe of his Property as they pleas'd ' 
--- if you had ſtood it out, as I did, Booth 
might have paid a better Price for it. You | 
were too much afraid of the Court but that's 
all over. --- There were other things in the 
Playhouſe. —-No Man of Spirit, — In ſhort, to 
be always peſter'd, and provok'd by a trifling 
Waſp—a—vain —ſhallow! — A Man would 
ſooner beg his Bread, than bear it, — (Here it 
was eaſy to underſtand him: I therefore ask'd 
him, what he had to bear, that I had not my 
Share of?) No! it was not the ſame thing, he 
ſaid, —You can play with a Bear, or let him 
alone, and do what he would; but I could not 
let him lay his Paws upon me, without bein 
hurt; you did not feel him, as I did —And 
for a Man to be cutting of Throats, upon 
every Trifle, at my time of Day — If I had 
been as covetous, as he thought me, may be I 
might have born it, as well as you but I 
would not be a Lord of the Treaſury, if ſuch 
1 as Hilks's, were to be at the Head 
ot .— 

Here, then, the whole Secret was out. The 
reſt of our Converſation was but explaining 
upon it. In a Word, the painful Behaviour 
of Wills had hurt him ſo ſorely, that the Af- 
fair of Booth was look'd upon, as much a Re- 
lief, as a Grievance, in giving him ſo plauſible 
a Pretence to get rid of us all, with a better 
Grace. 


Booth 
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Booth too, in a little time, had his Share of 
the ſame Uneaſineſs, and often complain'd of 
it to me: Vet as we neither of us could, then, 
afford to pay Dogget's Price, for our Remedy; 
all we could do, was to avoid every Occaſion, 
in our Power, of inflaming the Diſtemper: 
So that we both agreed, tho“ Wilhs's Nature 
was not to be changed, it was a leſs Evil to 
live with him, than without him. 

Tho' I had often ſuſpected, from what I had 
felt myſelf, that the Temper of Vils was 
Dogget's real Quarrel, to the Stage; yer I could 
never thoroughly believe it, till I had it from 
his own Mouth. And I, then, thought the 
Concern he had ſhewn at it was a good deal 
inconſiſtent with that Underſtanding, which 
was generally allow'd him. When I give my 
Reaſons for it, perhaps the Reader will not 
have a better Opinion of my own: Be that as 
it may, I cannot help wondering, that he, who 
was ſo much more capable of Reflexion, than 
Wilks, could ſacrifice ſo valuable an Income, 
to his Impatience of another's natural Frailty ! 
And though my Stoical way of thinking may 
be no Rule, for a wiſer Man's Opinion; yet if 
it ſhould happen to be right, the Reader may 
make his Uſe of it. Why then ſhould we not 
always conſider, that the Raſhneſs of Abuſe is 
but the falſe Reaſon of a weak Man? and that 
offenſive Terms are only uſed, to ſupply the 
want of Strengh in Argument? Which, as to 
the common Practice of the ſober World, we 
do not find, every Man, in Buſigeſs, is oblig'd 
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to reſent, with a military Senſe of Honour: 
Or if he ſhould, would not the Concluſion a- 
mount to this? Becauſe another wants Senſe 
and Manners, I am obliged to be a Madman : 
For ſuch every Man is, more, or leſs, while 
the Paſſion of Anger is in Poſſeſſion of him. 
And what leſs can we call that proud Man, 
who would put another out of the World, 
oaly for pong him out of Humour? If Ac- 
counts of the Tongue were always to be made 


up with the Sword, all the Wiſemen in the 


World might be brought in Debtors, to Block- 
heads. And when Honour pretends, to be 
Witneſs, Judge, and Executioner, in its own 
Cauſe, if Honour were a Man, would it be an 
Untruth, to ſay Honour is a very impudent 
Fellow? But in Dogget's Caſe, it may be ask'd, 
How was he to behave himſelf? Were paſ- 
fionate Inſults, to be born, for Years together ? 
To theſe Queſtions, I can only anſwer with 
two, or three more, Was he to puniſh him- 
ſelf, becauſe another was in the wrong? How 
many ſenſible Husbands endure the teizing 
Tongue of a froward Wife, only becauſe ſhe 
is the weaker Veſſel? And why ſhould not 
a weak Man have the ſame Indulgence? Daily 
Experience will tell us, that the fretful Tem- 
per of a Friend, like the Perſonal Beauty of 
a fine Lady, by Uſe, and Cohabitation, may 
be brought down, to give us neither Pain, nor 
Pleaſure. Such, at leaſt, and no more, was 
the Diſtreſs I found myſelf in, upon the ſame 
Provocations, which I generally return'd with 
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humming an Air to myſelf ; or if the Storm 
grew very high, it might, perhaps, ſometimes 
ruffle me enough, to ſing a little out of Tune. 
Thus too (if I had any ill Nature to gratify) I 
often ſaw the unruly Paſſion of the Aggreſſor's 
Mind puniſh itſelf, by a reſtleſs Diſorder of 
the Body. | | 

What inclines me, therefore, to think the 
Conduct of Dogget was as raſh, as the Provo- 
cations he complain'd of is, that in ſome time 
after he had left us, he plainly diſcover'd he 
had repented it. His Acquaintance obſerv'd to 
us, that he ſent many a long Look after his 
Share, in the ſtill proſperous State of the 
Stage: But, as his Heart was too high to de- 
clare (what we ſaw too) his ſhy Inclination to 
return, he made us no direct Overtures. Nor, 


indeed, did we care (though he was a golden 


Actor) to pay too dear for him: For as moſt 
of his Parts had been pretty well ſupply'd, he 
could not, now, be of his former Value, to us. 


However, to ſhew the Town, at leaſt, that he 


had not forſworn the Stage, he, one Day, con- 
deſcended, to play for the Benefit of Mrs. Por- 
ter, in the Wanton Wife, at which he knew 
his late Majeſty was to be preſent. Now (tho 
I ſpeak it not of my own Knowledge) yet it 
was not likely Mrs. Porter would have ask'd 
that Favour of him, without ſame previous 
Hint, that it would be granted. His coming 
among us, for that Day only, had a ſtrong 
Appearance of his laying it in our way, to make 
him Propoſals, or that he hoped the Court, op 
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Town, might intimate to us, their Deſire of 
ſeeing him oftener: But as he acted only to 
do a particular Favour, the Menagers ow'd him 
no Compliment for it, beyond Common Civi- 
lities. And, as that might not be all he pro- 
poſed by it, his farther Views (if -he had any) 
came to nothing. For after this Attempt, he 
never returned to the Stage. EEE 
To ſpeak of him, as an Actor: He was the 
moſt an Original, and the ſtricteſt Obſerver of 
Nature, of all his Contemporaries. He bor- 
row'd from none of them: His Manner was 
his own : He was a Pattern to others, whoſe 
greateſt Merit was, that they had ſometimes 
tolerably imitated him. In dreſſing a Charac- 
ter to the greateſt Exactneſs, he was remarka- 
bly skil ful; the leaſt Article of whatever Ha- 
bit he wore, ſeem'd in ſome degree to ſpeak 
and mark the different Humour he preſented ; 
a neceſſary Care in a Comedian, in which ma- 
ny have been too remiſs, or ignorant. He 
could be extremely ridiculous, without ſtep- 
Ping into the leaſt Impropriety, to make him 
o. His greateſt Succeſs was in Characters of 
lower Lite, which he improv'd, from the De- 
light he took, in his Obſervations of that Kind, 
in the real World, In Songs, and particular 


Dances too, of Humour, he had no Competi- 


tor. Congreve was a great Admirer of him, 
and found his Account, in the Characters he 
expreſly wrote for him. In thoſe of Fondle- 
wife, in his Old Batchelor; and Ben, in Love 
for Love, no Author, and Actor could be more 
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obliged to their mutual maſterly Performances. 
He was very OE to ſeveral Perſons of 


high Rank and Taſte: Tho' he ſeldom car'd to 
be the Comedian, but among his more inti- 
mate Acquaintancgce. | 

And now, let me ask the World a Queſti- 
on. When Men have any valuable Qualities, 
why are the generality of our modern Wits 


lb fond of expoſing their Failings only, which 


the wiſeſt of Mankind will never wholly be 


free from? Is it of more uſe to the Pub- 


lick, to know their Errors, than their Perfec- 
tions? Why is the Account of Life to be ſo 
unequally ſtated? Thongh a Man. may be 


©. ſometimes Debtor to Senſe, or Morality, is it 


not doing him Wrong, not to let the World 
ſee, at the ſame time, how far he may be 


| Creditor to both? Are Defects and Diſpropor- 
tions, to be the only labour'd. Features in a 
Portrait? But perhaps ſuch Authors may 


know how to pleaſe the World better than 
I do, and may naturally ſuppoſe, that what is 


delightful to themſelves, may not be diſagree- 
able to others. For my own part, I conſeſs 


myſelf a little touch'd in Conſcience, at what 


I have, juſt now, obſerv'd to the Diſadyan- 


tage of my other Brother-Menager, | 
If therefore, in diſcovering the true Cauſe 


of the Publick's loſing ſo valuable an Actor, 


as Dogger, I have been obliged to ſhew the 
Temper of Wks, in its natural Complexion, 


| ought I not, in amends, and Balance of his 
Imperfections, to ſay at the ſame time of him, 
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That if he was not the moſt Correct, or Ju- 
dicious, yet (as Hamlet ſays of the King his 
Father) Take him for All, in All, &c. he was 
certainly the moſt diligent, moſt. laborious, and 
moſt uſeful Actor, that I have ſeen upon the 
Stage im Fifty Years. 


r TW ESCORT 
r 


Sir Richard Steele ſucceeds Collier, in the 
Theatre- Royal. Lincoln's-Inn-Fields Houſe 
rebuilt. The Patent reſtored. Eight Actors 
at once deſert, from the King's Company. 
by. A new Patent obtain d, by Sir Rich- 
ard Steele, and aſſignd in Shares, to the 
me ,aging Actors of Drury-Lane. Of modern 
Pa, tomimes. The Riſe of them. Vanity in- 
vin ible, and aſhamd. The Non-juror ated. 

1 he Author, not forgiven ; and rewarded for it. 


aas they always had been on the like 
* Occaſions) were filenc'd for fix Weeks. 
But this. happening on the. firſt of Auguſt, 
in the long Vacation of the Theatre, the Ob- 
ſervance of that Ceremony, which at another 
Juncture would have fallen like wet Weather 
upon their Harveſt, did them now no particular 
Damage. Their Licenſe however being of 
courſe to be renewed, that Vacation gave the 
Menagers Time to caſt about, for the bet- 
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ter Alteration of it: And ſince they knew the 


Penſion of ſeven hundred a Vear, which had 


been levied upon them for Collier, muſt ſtill 
be paid to ſomebody, they imagined the Me- 
rit of a Whig might now have as good a 
Chance for getting into it, as that of a Tory had 
for being continued in it: Having no Obliga- 


tions, therefore, to Collier, who had made the | 


laſt Penny of them; they apply'd themſelves 
to Sir Richard Steele, who had diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf, by his Zeal for the Houſe of Hanover, 
and had been expell'd the Houſe of Commons, 
for carrying it (as was judg'd at a certain Criſis) 
into a Reproach of the Government. This we 
knew was his Pretenſion to that Favour, in 
which he now ſtood, at Court : We knew too, 
the Obligations the Stage had to his Writings; 
there being ſcarce a Comedian of Merit, in our 
whole Company, whom his Tatlers had not 
made better, by his publick Recommendation 
of them. And many Days had our Houſe 
been particularly fill'd, by the Influence and 
Credit of his Pen. Obligations of this kind 
from a Gentleman, with whom they all had 
the Pleaſure of a perſonal Intimacy, the Me- 
nagers thought could not be more juſtly re- 
turn'd, than by ſhewing him ſome warm In- 
ſtance of their Deſire, to have him, at the 
Head of them. We therefore beg'd him to 
uſe his Intereſt, for the Renewal of our Li- 
cenſe, and that he would do us the Honour 
of getting our Names to ſtand with His, in 
the ſame Commiſſign, : This, we told him, 
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would put it ſtill farther into his Power of 


ſupporting the Stage, in that Reputation, to 
which his Lucubrations had already ſo much 
contributed; and that therefore we thought 
no Man had better Pretences to partake of its 
Succeſs. 


Though it may be no Addition to the fa- 
vourable Part of this Gentleman's Character, 


to ſay with what Pleaſure he receiv'd this 


Mark of our Inclination to him, yet my Va- 


nity longs to tell you, that it ſurpriz'd him in- 
to an Acknowledgment, that People, who are 
ſhy of Obligations, are cautious of confeſſing. 


that had we been all his own Sons, no unex- 
pected Act of filial Duty could have more en- 
dear'd us to him, 


It muſt be obſerv'd, then, that as Collier had 


no Share, in any Part of our Property, no Dif- 
ficulties from that Quarter, could obſtruct this 
Propoſal. And the uſual Time of our begin- 


ning to act for the Winter-Seaſon, now draw- 
ing near, we preſs'd him not to loſe any Time 
in his Solicitation of this new Licenſe. Ac- 
cordingly Sir Richard apply'd himſelf to the 


Duke of Marlborougb, the Hero of his Heart, 
who, upon the firſt mention of it, obtain'd it 
of his Majeſty, for Sir Richard, and the former 
Menagers, who were Actors. Collier we heard 
no more of. | 


The Court, and Town, being crowded very | 
early, in the Winter-Seaſon, upon the critical 


Turn of Affairs, ſo much expected from the 
Hano- 


His Spirits took ſuch a lively turn upon it, 
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Hanover Succeſſion, the Theatre had its parti- 
cular Share of that general Bleſſing, by a more 
than ordinary Concourſe of Spectators. 5 

About this Time the Patentee, having very 
near finiſh'd his Houſe in Lincoln Inn Field, 
began to think of forming a new Company; 
and in the mean time, found ir neceſſary to 
apply for Leave to employ them. By the weak 
Defence he had always made againſt the ſeve- 
ral Attacks upon his Intereſt, and former Go- 
vernment of the Theatre, it might be a Que- 
ſtion, if his Houſe had been ready, in the 
Queen's Time, whether he would, then, have 
had the Spirit to ask, or Intereſt enough to ob- 
tain Leave to uſe it: But in the following 
Reign, as it did not appear he had done any 


thing to forfeit the Right of his Patent, he 


prevail'd with Mr. Craggs the Younger, (af- 
terwards Secretary of State) to lay his Caſe be- 
fore the King, which he did in ſo effectual a 
manner, that (as Mr. Craggs himſelf told me) 
his Majeſty was pleas'd to ſay upon it, That 
t he remember'd, when he had been in Eng- 
« Jand before, in King Charles his Time, there 
e had been two Theatres in London; and as the 
« Patent ſeem'd to be a lawful Grant, he ſaw 
„ no Reaſon, why Two Play-houſes might 
“ not be continued.“ 

The Suſpenſion of the Patent being thus ta- 
ken off, the younger Multitude ſeem'd to call 
aloud for two Play-houſes! Many deſired ano- 
ther, from the common Notion, that Two 
would always create Emulation, in the 3 
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(an Opinion, which I have conſider'd in a for- 
mer Chapter.) Others too, were as eager for 
them, from the natural Ill-will that follows 
the Fortunate, or Proſperous, in any Underta- 
king. Of this low Malevolence we had, now 
and then, had remarkable Inſtances; we had 
been forced to diſmiſs an Audience of a hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds, from a Diſturbance ſpi- 
rited up, by obfcure People, who never gave 
any better Reaſon for it, than that it was their 
Fancy, to ſupport the idle Complaint of one 
rival Actreſs, againſt another, in their ſeveral 
Pretenſions to the chief Part in a new Tra- 
gedy. But as this Tumult ſeem'd only to be 
the Wantonneſs of Engliſb Liberty, I ſhall 
not preſume to lay any farther Cenſure up- 
ON it. | 

Now, notwithſtanding this publick Deſire 
of re-eſtabliſhing two Houſes; and though I 
have allow'd the former Actors greatly our Su- 


periors; and the Menagers I am ſpeaking of, 


not to have been without their private Errors, 
Vet under all theſe Diſadvantages, it is certain, 
the Stage, for twenty Years before this time, 
had never been in ſo flouriſhing a Condition: 
And it was as evident to all ſenſible Spectators, 
that this Proſperity could be only owing to that 
better Order, and cloſer Induſtry, now daily ob- 
ſerv'd; and which had formerly been neglect- 
ed by our Predeceſſors. But that I may not 
impoſe upon the Reader a Merit, which was 
not generally allow'd us, I ought honeſtly to 
let him know, that about this time, the pub- 

lick 
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lick Papers, particularly Miſ's Journal, took 
upon them very often to cenſure our Menage- 
ment, with the ſame Freedom, and Severity, 
as if we had been ſo many Miniſters of State: 
But ſo it happen'd, that theſe unfortunate Re- 
formers of the World, theſe ſelf-appointed 
Cenſors hardly ever hit upon what was really 
wrong, in us; but taking up Facts upon Truſt, 
or Hear- ſay, piled up many a pompous Para- 
graph, that they had ingeniouſly conceiv'd 
was ſufficient to demoliſh our Adminiſtration, 
or, at leaſt, to make us very uneaſy in it; 
which, indeed, had ſo far its Effect, that m 

equally-injur'd Brethren Wills, and Booth, of- 


ten complain'd to me of theſe diſagreeable Aſ- 


perſions, and propos'd, that ſome publick An- 
ſwer might be made to them, which I always 
oppos'd, by, perhaps, too ſecure a Contempt 
of what ſuch Writers could do to hurt us; 
and my Reaſon for it was, that I knew but of 
one way to filence Authors of that Stamp; 
which was, to grow inſignificant, and good for 
nothing, and then we ſhould hear no more of 
them: But while we continued in the Proſpe- 
rity of pleaſing others, and were not conſcious 
of having deſerv'd what they ſaid of us, why 
ſhould we gratify the little Spleen of our Ene- 
mies, by wincing at it, or give them freſh Op- 
portunities to dine upon any Reply they might 
make to our publickly taking Notice of them ? 
And though Silence might in ſome Caſes, be 
a ſign of Guilt or Error ;confeſs'd, our Accu- 
ſers were ſo low, in their Credit and Senſe, * 
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the Content we gave the Publick, almoſt every 
Day, from the Stage, ought to be our only An- 


{wer to them. 


However (as I have obſerv'd) we made many | 
Blots, which theſe unskilful Gameſters never 


hit: But the Fidelity of an Hiſtorian, cannot 
be excus'd the Omiſſion of any Truth, which 
might make for the other Side of the Que- 
ſtion. I ſhall therefore confeſs a Fact, which, 


if a happy Accident had not intervened, had 


brought our Affairs, into a very tottering Con- 


dition. This too, is that Fact, which in a for- 


mer Chapter, I promis'd to ſet forth as a Sea- 
Mark of Danger, to future Menagers, in their 


Theatrical Courſe of Government. 


When the new-buile Theatre, in Lincoln's- 
Inn Fields was ready to be open'd, ſeven or 


eight Actors, in one Day, deſerted from us, 


to the Service of the Enemy, which oblig'd 
us to poſtpone many of our beſt Plays, for 
want of ſome inferior Part in them, which 
theſe Deſerters had been uſed to fill: But the 
Indulgence of the Royal Family, who then 
frequently honour'd us, by their Preſence, was 
pleas'd to accept of whatever could be haſtily 
got ready for their Entertainment. And tho' 
this critical good Fortune prevented, in ſome 
meaſure, our Audiences falling ſo low, as other- 
wiſe they might have done, yet it was not 
ſufficient to keep us in our former Proſperity: 
For that Year, our Profits amounted not to a- 
bove a third Part of our uſual Dividends ; tho' 
in the following Year we intirely recover'd 

them. 
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them. The Chief of theſe" Deſerters were | 
. Keene, Bullock, Pack, Leigh, Son of the fa- 
mous Tony Leigh, and others of leſs note, 
Tis true, they none of them had more than 
| a negative Merit, in being only able to do us 
more Harm by their leaving us, without No- 
tice, than they could do us Good, by remain- 
ing with us: For though the beſt of them 
could not ſupport a Play, the worſt of them, 
by their Abſence, could maim it; as the Loſs 
of the leaſt Pin, in a Watch, may obſtruct its 
Motion. But to come to the true Cauſe of 
their Deſertion: After my having diſcover'd 
the (long unknown) Occafion that drove Dog- 
get from the Stage, before his ſettled Inclina- 
tion to leave it; it will be leſs incredible, that 
| theſe Actors, upon the firſt Opportunity to re- 
lieve themſelves, ſhould all, in one Day, have 
left us from the ſame Cauſe of Uneaſineſs. For, 
in a little time after, upon not finding their 
Expectations anſwer d, in Lincoln's-Inn Fields, 
ſome of them, who ſeem'd to anſwer for the 
reſt, told me, the greateſt Grievance they had, 
in our Company, was the ſhocking Temper 
of Wilks, who, upon every, almoſt no Occa- 
fion, let looſe the unlimited Language of Paſ- 
fion upon them, in ſuch a manner as their 
Patience was not longer able to ſupport, This, 
indeed, was what we could not juſtify! This 
was a Secret, that might have made a whole- 
ſome Paragraph, in a critical News-Paper ! 
Burt as it was our good Fortune, that it came 
not to the Ears of our Enemies, the Town 
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was not entertain'd, with their publick Re- 
marks upon it. . 

After this new Theatre had enjoy'd that 
ſhort Run of Favour, which is apt to follow 
Novelty ; their Audiences began to flag : But 
whatever good Opinion we had of our own 
Merit, we had not ſo good a one,of the Mul- 
titude, as to depend too much upon the De- 
licacy of their Taſte: We knew too, that this 
Company being ſo much nearer to the City, 
than we were, would intercept many an ho- 
neſt Cuſtomer, that might not know a good 
Market, from a bad one ; and that the thinneſt 
of their Audiences, muſt be always taking 


. ſomething from the Meaſure of our Profits. 


All theſe Diſadvantages, with many others, 
we were forced to lay before Sir Richard 
Steele, and farther to remonſtrate to him, that 
as he now ſtood in Collier's Place, his Penſion 
of 700. was liable to the ſame Conditions, 
that Collier had receiv'd it upon; which were, 
that it ſhould be only payable during our being 
the only Company permitted to act, but in 
caſe another ſhould be ſer up againſt us, that 
then this Penſion was to be liquidated into an 
equal Share with us; and which we now 
hoped he would be contented with. While 
we were offering to proceed, Sir Richard ſtopt 
us ſhort, by 2 us, that as he came a- 
mong us, by our own Invitation, he ſhould 
always think himſelf oblig'd, to come into any 
Meaſures, for our Eaſe, and Service: That to 
be a Burthen to our, Induſtry, would be m_ 
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The Lie o, Mr. Colley CTB BER, Oc. 
diſagreeable to him, than it could be to us; and 
as he had always taken a Delight, in his En- 
deavours for our Proſperity, he ſhould be ſtill 
ready on our own Terms, to continue them. 
Every one who knew Sir Richard Steele, in 
his Proſperity (before the Effects of his Good- 
nature had brought him to Diſtreſſes) knew 
that this was his manner of dealing with his 
Friends, in Buſineſs: Another Inſtance of the 
ſame nature will immediately fall in my way. 

When we propoſed to put this Agreement 
into Writing, he deſired us not to hurry our- 
ſelves; for that he was adviſed, upon the late 


Deſertion of our Actors, to get our Licenſe 
(which only ſubſiſted during Pleaſure) enlarg'd 


into a more ample, and durable Authority,” and 


which he ſaid he had Reaſon to think would 


be more eaſily obtain'd, if we were willing. 


that 4 Patent for the ſame Purpoſe might be 
granted to him only, for his Life, and three 
Vears after, which he would then aſſign over 
to us. This was a Proſpect beyond our Hopes; 
and what we had long wiſh'd for; for though 
cannot ſay, we had ever Reaſon to grieve at 
the Perſonal Severities, or Behaviour, of any 
one Lord-Chamberlain, in my Time, yet the 
ſeveral Officers, under them, who had not the 


Hearts of Noblemen, often treated us, (to uſe - 


9 hakeſpear's Expreſſion) with all the Inſolence 
of Office, that narrow Minds are apt to be 
elated with; but a Patent, we knew, would 
free us from ſo abject a State of Dependency. 
Accordingly, we deſired Sir Richard to loſe no 

Ee Ms JJ time; 
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time; he was immediately promiſed it: In the 
Interim, we ſounded the Inclination of the 
Actors remaining with us; who had all Senſe 
enough to know, that the Credit and Reputa- 
tion we ſtood in, with the Town, could nor 
but be a better Security for their Sallaries, than 
the Promiſe of any other Stage, put into Bonds, 
could make good to them. + In a few Days af- 
ter, Sir Richard told us, that his Majeſty being 
appriſed that others had a joint Power with 
him, in the Licenſe, it was expected we ſhould, 
under our Hands, ſignify, that his Petition 
for a Patent was preferr'd, by the Conſent of 
us all. Such an Acknowledgment was imme- 
diately ſign'd, and the Patent thereupon paſs'd | 
the Great Seal; for which I remember che 
Lord Chancellor Cooper, in Compliment to Sir 
Richard, would receive no Fee. 

We receiv'd the Patent January 19, 1718, 
and (Sir Richard being obliged the next Morn- 
ing to ſer out for Burrowbridge in Yorkſhire, 
where he was ſoon after elected Member 
of Parliament) we were forced that very 
Night, to draw up in a hurry ('till our Coun- 
fel might more adviſeably perfect it) his Aſſign- 
ment to 'us of equal Shares, in the Patent, 
with farcher Conditions of Partnerſhip: Bur 
here I ought to take Shame to myſelf, and at 
the ſame time to give this ſecond Inſtance of 
the Equity, and Honour of Sir Richard: For 
this Aſſignment (which I had myſelf the haſty 
Penning of) was ſo worded, that it gave Sir 
Richard as equal a Title to our Property, as it 

| had 
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The Life of Mr.Cottey Cinbes, Sc. 
had given us to his Authority in the Patent: 
But Sir Richard, notwithſtanding, when he 


return'd to Town, took no Advantage of the 
Miſtake, and conſented in our ſecond Agree- 


ment, to pay us Twelve Hundred Pounds, to 


be equally intitled to our Property, which at 
his Death, we were obliged to repay (as we 
-afterwards did) to his Executors; and which, 
in caſe any of us had died before him, the Sur- 
vivors were equally obliged to have paid to the 
Executors of ſuch deceaſed Perſon, upon the 
ſame Account. But Sir Richard's Moderation 
with us, was rewarded with the Reverſe of 
Collier's Stiffneſs: Collier, by inſiſting on his 
Penſion, loſt Three Hundred Pounds a Year 
and Sir Richard, by his accepting a Share in 
lieu of it, was, one Year with another, as 
much a Gainer. | | 

The Grant of this Patent having aſſured us 
of a competent Term, to be relied on, we 
were now emboldened, to lay out larger Sums, 
in the Decorations of our Plays: Upon the 
Revival of Dryden's All for Love, the Habits 


of that Tragedy amounted to an Expence of 


near Six Hundred Pounds; a Sum unheard of, 
for many Vears before, on the like Occaſions. 
But we thought ſuch extraordinary Marks of 


our Acknowledgment were due to the Favours, 


which the Publick were now, again prune 
in upon us. About this time we were ſo muc 
in faſhion, and follow'd, that our Enemies 
(who they were, it would not be fair to guels, 
for we never knew them) made their Puſh of a 
Ee 2 29 WW 5 good 
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The Life of Mr. Coliey CIE BIER, Ge. 
good round Lye upon us, to terrify thoſe Auditors, 
from our Support, whom they could not miſ- 
lead by their private Arts, or publick Invec- 
tives. A current Report, that the Walls, and 
Roof of our Houſe, were liable to fall, had 
got ſuch Ground in the Town, that on a ſud- 
den, we found our Audiences unuſually de- 
creaſed by it: Wilks was immediately for de- 
nouncing War, and Vengeance on the Author 
of this Falſhood, and for offering a Reward, 
to whoever could diſcover him. But it was 
thought more neceſſary firſt to diſprove the 
Falſhood, and then to pay what Compliments 
might be thought adviſeable to the Author. Ac- 


cordingly an Order from the King was obtain- 


ed, to have our Tenement ſurveyed by Sir Tho- 
mas Hewet, then the proper Officer; whoſe 
Report of its being in a ſafe, and ſound Con- 


dition, and ſign'd by him, was publiſh'd in 


every News-Paper. This had ſo immediate an 
Effect, that our Spectators, whoſe Apprehen- 
ſions had lately kept them abſent, now made 
up our Loſſes, by returning to us, with a freſh 
Inclination, and in greater Numbers. 


When it was firſt publickly known, that 


the New Theatre would be open'd againſt us; 
I cannot help going a little back to remember 
the Concern that my Brother-Menagers ex- 
preſs'd at what might be the Conſequences of it. 
They imagined, that now, all thoſe who wiſh'd 
Ill to us, and particularly a great Party, who 
had been diſobliged, by our ſhutting them our, 
from behind our Scenes, even to the Refuſal of 


their 
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their Money, would now exert” themſelves, 
in any partial, or extravagant Meaſures, that. 


might either hurt us, or ſupport our Compe- 
titors: [Theſe too were ſome of thoſe farther 


Reaſons, , which had diſcouraged them, from 


running the hazard of continuing to Sir Richard 
Steele the ſame Penſion, which had been paid 
to Collier. Upon all which I obſerved to them, 


that for my own Part, I had not the ſame Ap- 


prehenſions; but that I foreſaw as many good, 
as bad Conſequences from two Houſes: That 
tho' the Novelty might poſſibly at firſt abate a 
little of our Profits; yet if we ſlacken'd not 


our Induſtry, that Loſs would be amply ba- 
lanced, by an equal Increaſe of our Eaſe, and 
Quiet: That thoſe turbulent Spirits which 


were always moleſting us, would now have 
other Employment; That the queſtion'd Me- 
rit of our Acting would now ſtand in a clearer 
Light, when e were faintly compared to 
us: That though Faults might be found with 


the beſt Actors, that ever were, yet the egre- 


gious Defects, that would ppc in others, 
would now be the effectual means to make 


our Superiority ſhine, if we had any Pretence 


to it: And that what ſome People hoped might 
ruin us, would iff the end reduce them to give 
up the Diſpute, and reconcile them to thoſe 
who could beſt entertain them. 

In every Article of this Opinion, they af- 
terwards found I had not been deceived; and 
the Truth of it may be ſo well remember'd by 
many living Spectators, that it would be too 
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The Life of Mr. Col LEV Cinner, Gc. 
frivolous and needleſs a Boaſt, to give it any 


farther Obſervation. | N 

But, in what I have faid, I would not be 
underſtood to be an Advocate for two Play- 
houſes: For we ſhall ſoon find that two Sets 
of Actors, tolerated in the ſame Place, have 
conſtantly ended in the Corruption of the 
Theatre; of which the auxiliary Entertainments, 
that have ſo barbarouſly ſupply'd the Defects 
of weak Action, have, for ſome Years paſt, 
been a flagrant Inſtance; it may not, therefore, 
be here improper to ſhew how our childiſh 
Pantomimes firſt came to take ſo groſs a Poſſeſ- 
fon of the Stage. 5 

I have upon ſeveral occaſions already ob- 
ſerv'd, that when one Company is too hard for 
another, the lower, in Reputation, has always 
been forced to exhibit ſome new-fangled Fop- 
pery, to draw the Multitude after them: Of 
rhefe Expedients, Singing and Dancing had 
formerly been the moſt effectual; bur, at the 
Time I am ſpeaking of, our Engliſb Muſick 
had been ſo diſcountenanced, fince the Taſte of 
Italian Operas prevail'd, that it was to no 
purpoſe,” to pretend to it. Dancing therefore 
was, now, the only Weight in the oppoſite 
Scale, and as the New Theatre ſometimes found 
their Account in it, it could not be ſafe for us, 
wholly to neglect it. To give even Dancing 
therefore ſome Improvement, and to make it 
ſomething more than Motion without Mean- 
ing, the Fable of Mars and Venus, was form'd 
into a connected Preſentation of Dances in 
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The Life of Mr. Col LEY C1BBrR, Ge. 
Character, wherein the Paſſions were ſo hap- 
pily expreſſed, and the whole Story fo intelli- 

ibly told, by a mute Narration of Geſture on- 
4 that even thinking Spectators allow'd it 
both a pleaſing and a rational Entertainment; 


though, at the ſame time, from our Diſtruſt 


of its Reception, we durſt not venture to de- 
corate it, with any extraordinary Expence of 
Scenes, or Habits; but upon the Succeſs of 


this Attempt, it was rightly concluded, that 


if a viſible Expence in both, were added to 
ſomething of the ſame Nature, it could not 
fail of drawing the Town proportionably after it. 
From this original Hint then (but every way un- 
equal to it) ſprung forth that Succeſſion of mon- 
ſtrous Medlies, that have ſo long infeſted the 
Stage, and which aroſe upon one another alter- 
nately, at both Houſes outvying, in Expence, like 
contending Bribes on both ſides at an Election, to 
ſecure a Majority of the Multitude. But ſo it 
is, Truth may complain, and Merit murmur 
with what Juſtice it may, the Few will never 
be a Match for the Many, unleſs Authority 
ſhould think fit to interpoſe, and put down 
theſe Poetical Drams, theſe Gin-ſhops of 


the Stage, that intoxicate its Auditors, and 


diſhonour their Underſtanding, with a Levity, 
for which I want a Name. 

If I am ask'd (after my condemning theſe 
| Fooleries, myſelf) how J came to aſſent, or 
continue my Share of Expence to them? I 
have no better Excuſe for my Error, than con- 
felling it. I did it againſt my Conſgience ! 
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The Life of Mr. Col LEV CI BER, Go. 
and had not Virtue enough to ſtarve, by op- 


poſing a Multitude, that would have been too 


hard for me. Now let me ask an odd Queſti- 
on: Had Harry the Fourth of France a better 
Excuſe, for changing his Religion? I was 
ſtill in my Heart, as much as he could be, on 


the fide of Truth and Senſe, but with this dif- 


ference that I had their leave to quit them, 
when they could not ſupport me: For what 
Equivalent could I have found for my falling 


- a Martyr to them? How far the Heroe, or 


the Comedian was in the wrong, let the Clergy, 
and the Criticks decide. Neceſſity will be as 
good a Plea for the one, as the other. Bur let 
the Queſtion go which way it will, Harry IV. 
has always been allow'd a great Man: And 
what I want of his Grandeur, you ſee by the 
Inference, Nature has amply ſupply'd to me, 
in Vanity; a Pleaſure which neither the Pert- 
neſs of Wit, or the Gravity of Wiſdom, will 
ever perſuade me to part with. And why is 
there not as much Honeſty in owning, as in con- 
cealing it? For though to hide it, may he 
Wiſdom, to be without it is impoſſible; and 
where is the Merit of keeping a Secret, which 
every Body is let into? To ſay we have no 
Vanity then, is ſhewing a great deal of it; as 
to ſay we have a great deal, cannot be 
ſhewing ſo much; And tho', there may be 
Art, in a Man's accuſing himſelf, even then it 
will be more pardonable than Self-commendati- 
on. Do not we find, that even good Actions 
have their Share of it? that it is as inſeparable 

from 
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The Life of Mr. Col LEY CIBBER, Ge. 


from our Being, as our Nakedneſs? And 
though it may be equally decent to cover it, 
yet the wiſeſt Man can no more be without 
it, than the weakeſt can believe he was born, 
in his Cloaths, If then what we ſay of - our- 


ſelves be true, and not prejudicial to others, to 


be called vain upon it, is no more a Re- 
proach, than to be called a brown, or a fair 
Man. Vanity is of all Complexions; tis the 
growth of. every Clime; and Capacity; Au- 
thors of all Ages have had a Tincture of it; 
and yet you read Horace, Montaign, and Sir 
William Temple, with Pleaſure. Nor am I 
ſure, if it were curable by Precept, that Man- 
kind would be mended by it! Could Vanity 
be eradicated; from our Nature, I am afraid, 
that the Reward of moſt human Virtues, would 
not be found, in this World! And happy is 
he, who has no greater Sin to anſwer for, in 
the next! | 50 1 
But what is all this to the Theatrical Follies 
I was talking of? Perhaps, not a great deal; 
but it is to my Purpoſe ; for though I am an 
Hiſtorian, I do not write to the Wiſe, and 
Learned only; I hope to have Readers of no 
more Judgment, than ſome of my quondam 
Auditors; and I am afraid they will be as hard- 
ly contented, with dry Matters of Fact, as 
with a plain Play without Entertainments : 
This Rhapſody, therefore, has been thrown 
in, as a Dance between the Acts, to make up 
for the Dullneſs of what would have been by 
itſelf only proper. But I. now_come to my 
Story again, S M 92 Not- 
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Notwithſtanding, then, this our Compliance 
with the vulgar Taſte; we generally made uſe 
of theſe Pantomimes, but as Crutches to our 
weakeſt Plays: Nor were we ſo loſt to all 
Senſe of what was valuable, as to diſhonour 
our. beſt Authors, in ſuch bad Company : We 
had ſtill a due Reſpect to ſeveral ſelect Plays, 
that were able to be their own Support ; and 
in which we found our conſtant Account, 
without painting, and patching them out, like 
Proſtitutes, with theſe Follies, in faſhion: If 
therefore we were not ſo ſtrictly chaſte, in 
the other part of our Conduct, let the Error 
of it ſtand among the ſilly Conſequences of 
Two Stages. Could the Intereſt of both Com- 

anies have been united, in one only Theatre; 
Thad been one of the Few, that would have 
us d my utmoſt Endeavour of never admitting 
to the Stage any Spectacle, that ought not to 
have been ſeen there; the Errors of my own 
Plays, which I could not ſee, excepted. And 
though probably, the Majority of Spectators 
would not have been fo well pleas'd with a 
Theatre ſo regulated; yet Senſe, and Reaſon 
cannot loſe their intrinſiek Value, becauſe the 
Giddy, and the Ignorant, are blind and deaf, 


or numerous; and I cannot help ſaying, it is a 


Reproach to a ſenſible People, to let Folly ſo 
publickly govern their Pleaſures. 

While I am making this grave Declara- 
tion of what I would have done, had One 
only Stage been continued; to obtain an ea- 
ſier Belief of my Sincerity, I ought co put 
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The Life of Mr. CoL LEV CIBBER, c. 


my. Reader in mind of what I did do, even 


after Two Companies were again eſtabliſh'd. 
About this Time Facob:ti/m had lately exe 
erted itſelf, by the moſt unprovoked Rebellion, 
that our Hiſtories have handed down to us, 
fince the Norman Conqueſt : I therefore thought 
that to ſet the Authors, and Principles of that 
deſperate. Folly in a fair Light, by allowing 
the miſtaken Conſciences of ſome. their beſt 
Excuſe, and by making the artful Pretenders 
to Conſcience, as ridiculous, as they were un- 
gratefully wicked, was a Subject fit for the 
honeſt Satire of Comedy, and what might, if 
it ſucceeded, do Honour to the Stage, by 


ſhewing the valuable Uſe of it. And confider- 


ing what Numbers, at that time, might come 
to it, as prejudic'd Spectators, it may be allow d 
that the Undertaking was not leſs hazardous, 
than unable „ I 20 7285 

To give Life, therefore, to this Deſign, I 
borrow'd the Tartuffe of Moliere, and turn'd 


him, into a modern Nonjuror: Upon the Hy- 


pocriſy of the French Character, I ingrafted 
a ſtronger Wickedneſs, that of an Engliſb Po- 
piſh Prieſt, lurking under the Doctrine of our 
own Church, to raiſe his Fortune, upon the 
Ruin of a worthy Gentleman, whom his diſ- 
ſembled Sanctity had ſeduc'd into the treaſon- 
able Cauſe of a Roman Catbolick Opt-law. 
How this Deſign, in the Play, was executed, 
I refer to the Readers of it; it cannot be 
mended, by any critical Remarks, I can make, 


in its favour: Let dt ſpeak far itſelf. All 2 : 
Gy MW id Reaſon 
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Reaſon I had to think it no bad Performance, 
Was, that it was acted eighteen Days running, 
and that the Party, that were hurt by it (as I 
have been told) have not been the ſmalleft 
Number of my back Friends ever ſince. But 
happy was it for this Play, that the very Sub- 
ject was its Protection; a few Smiles of ſilent 
Contempt were the utmoſt Diſgrace, that on 


the firſt Day of its Appearance it was thought 


ſafe to thtow upon it; as the Satire was chief- 
ly employ'd on the Enemies of the Govern- 
ment, they were not ſo hardy, as to own them- 
ſelves ſuch, by any higher Diſapprobation, or 
Reſentment. But as it was then probable I 
might write again, they knew it would not be 
long before they might with more Security 
give a Looſe to their Spleen, and make up Ac- 
counts with me. And to do them Juſtice, in 
every Play I afterwards produced, they paid 
me the Balance, to a Tittle. But to none was 
J more beholden, than that celebrated Author 
Mr. Miſt, whoſe Weekly Fournal, for about 
fifteen Years following, ſcarce ever fail'd of 
paſling ſome of his Party Compliments upon 
me: The State, and the Stage, were his fre- 
quent Parallels, and the Miniſter, and Minbeer 
Keiber the Menager, were as conſtantly droll'd 
upon: Now, for my own Part, though I could 
never perſuade my Wit to have an open Ac- 
count with him (for as he had no Effects of his 
own, 1 did not think myſelf oblig'd to an- 
ſwer his Bills;) notwithſtanding, I will be ſo 
charitable to his real Manes, and {to the 2 
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Motives for Mr. Cibber's writing the Nonjuror. 


being ſtabbed in his encounter with the King, 
breathes his laſt foon atter, recommending 
Afﬀpaſia to the care of Cyrus, who now mounts 
the throne of his Grand-father, and declares 
his iatenrion to govern in ſuch a manner that 
diſtant ages ſhall venerate his name. 

Thus concludes this intereſting Tragedy, 
which is done by the ingenious Mr. Hoole, 
who candidly acknowleiges in the Prologue, 
that he took it from an Italian Op-ra, written 
by the celebrated Metaſtatio. Mr. Powell 
gave great ſatis faction in the part of Cyrus, and 
Mrs. Yates ſurpaſſed the expeQations even of 
her moſt ſanguine Almirers, by her aſtoniſhing 
p:rſormance, the excellence of which it is not 
in the power of Language to exprels, 


To the Author of the Royal Magaaine, 

HE Comedy of the Hypocrite, (altered 

ſrom Cibber's nonjuror) having engroſſed 

a no ſmall ſhare of public converſation, perhaps 

the following account of the motives that in- 

duced the late Laureat to write the laſt mention- 

ed play, will not be diſagreeable to your 
readers. | 

I am, SIR, your's, &c, 


Ah OU this time (717) ſays Mr. Cibber 
in his Ap dlogy, Jacobitiim had lately exerted 
itſelf by the moſt unprovoked rebellion, that 
our hiſtories have handed down to us, ſince the 
Norman Conqueſt: I therefore thought thit to 
ſet the authors, and principles of that deperate 
folly in a fair light, by allowing the miſtaken 
conſciences of ſome their beſt excuſe, and by 
making the artful pretenders to confcience, :s 
ridiculous, as they were ungratefully wicked, 
was a ſubject fit for the honeſt ſatire of Co- 
medy, and what might, if it ſucceed, do 
honour to the Stage, by ſhewing the valuable 
uſe-of it. And conlicering what numbers, at 
thit time, might come to it, as prejudiced 
ſpe*tators, it may be allow'd that the undertak- 
in, was no leſs hazardous, than laudable. 

To give Life, therefore, to this defign, I 
borrow't the Tartuſſe of Moliere, and turned 
him, into a modern Nonjuror ; upon the hy- 
pocriſy of the ['rench character, I ingrafted a 
ſtronger wickedneſs, that of an Engliſh popiſh 
prieft, lurking under the doctrine of our own 
church, to raiſe his fortune, upon the ruin of a 
worthy gentl. man, whom his diſſembled ſanc- 
tity had feduc'd into the treaſonible cauſe of a 
Romin Catholick out-law. How this deſign in 
the play, was executed | refer to the readers of 
it; it cannot be mended, by any critical re- 
marks, I can make, in its favour ; let it ſpeak 
for itſelf. All the reaſon I had to think it no 
bad performance, was, t, 

; *3\ 
ef £- 


- ſurprize of the audience at my unex} 


that it was acted, thitmy frie: 1 Miſt bar told a tb of me, Now, 
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$51 
were hurt by it (as ] haye been told) have_n 
been the ſmalleſt number of my back friend 
ever ſince. But happy was it for this Play, that 
the very ſubject was its protection: a few ſmil 
of filent contempt were the utmoſt diſgrace, 
that on the firſt day of is appearance it was' 
thought ſafe to throw upon it 


eight&n days Ring, and that the party, 0 
| n 


as the ſatite Was 
chiefly employ d on the enemies of the Govern” 
ment, they were not ſo hardy, as to own them 
ſelves ſuch, by any higher diſapprobation or 
reſentment. 
might write again, they knew it would not be 
long before they might with more ſecurity give 
a looſe to their ſpleen, and make up accounts 
with me. And to do them Juſtice, in every 
lay 1 afterwards produced, they paid me the 
)allance to a Tittle. But to none was I more 
beholden, than that celebrated author Mr, Miff, 
whoſe Weekly Journal, for ahout fifteen years 
following, ſcarce ever failed of paſſing fone 
of his party compliments upon me: the State, 
and the Stage, were his frequent parallels, and 
the miniſter, and Mitheer Keibef the manager, 
were as conſtantly droll'd upon; now for my 
own part, though 1 could never perfuade m 
wit to have an open account with Hm (or as h 
had no effects of his own, I did not think'my- 
ſelf obliged to anſ er his bills) norwirhſtandifi 
Lv ill be ſo charitable to his real Manes, and to 
the aſhes of his paper, as to mention one par- 
ticular civility, he paid to my memory, after he 
thought he had ingeniouſly'kll'd me. Soon aft. 
the!\onjuror had received thefavourof theTown, 
I read, in on: of his Journals, Be. ollowing 
ſhort paragraph, viz. Yeſterday died Mr, Calle 
Cibber, late Comedian of the | Theatre: Royal, 
notorious for writing the Nogjuror, I Com: 
pliment, in the latter part, I cenfeſs,; I dl 14 
diſlike, becauſe it came from fo impartial. ; 
Judge ; and it really fo happonęd, that fe 
ormer part of it was very neir heing true; 108 
I had tht very day juſt c ;awled. gu after ka\- 
ing been ſomc weeks lai up by A fever: hows 
ever, I ſaw no uſe, in being thought to le 
thoroughly dead, before my t ne, and thereſvie 
had a mind to ſee, whether the, town -cared to 
have me alive again: ſo the Play of theOrph; u 
being to be acted that day, 1 N my - 
ſelt into the part oi the Chaplain, which 1 had 
not been ſeen in, for many years before. ' The 
xCted ap- 
pearance on the very day, I had been dead in 
the News, and the paleneſ «of my looks, feem-. 
ed to make it a doubt, whether I was not the 
ghoſt, of my reab ſelf departed : but when | 
poke, their wonder eas'd irſcht-by an applauſe, 
which convinced me, they were then ſatisfied, 


But as it was then probable I 1 
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f ſimply to have ſbewn myſelf in broad Life, 


and about my buſineſs, after he had notoriouſly 
reported me od, can be called a reply, it was 


the only one, which his paper, while alive, 
ever drew from me. How far I may be vain, 
then, in ſuppoſing that this Play brought me 
into thedisfavour of ſo many wits, and valiant 
Auditors, as aſterwards appeared againſt me, 
let thoſe who may think it. worth their notice, 
judge. In the mean time, till I can find a better 
excule for their, ſometimes particular, 
"Treatment of me, I cannot eaſily give up my 
ſuſpicion ; and if J add a more remarkable 
fact, that afterwards confirmed me in it, per- 
haps it may incline othets to join in my opinion. 

On the firlt day of the Provoked Hutband, 
ten years after the Nonjuror had appeared; a 
o verful party, not having the ſear of public 
ottence, or p:ivate injury before their eyes, 
appeared moſt impetuouſly concerned for the 


\ demolition of it; in which they ſo far ſucceed- 


„ that for ſome time I gave it up for loſt ; 

to follow their blows, in the public papers 
next day, it was attacked, and triumphed 
pg $ 4 dead, and damned piece; a ſwing” 
n criticiſm was made upon it, in general in- 
eftive terms, for they diſdained to trouble the 
world with particulars; their ſentence, it 


of t 


ce ns, was proof enough of its deſerving the 
that meet with, Vu this damned Play 
was notwithſtanding, a 


ed twenty-eight nights 
together, and left off, at a receipt o upw:rds 
of lan hundred and forty pounds, which happen- 
ed to be more, than in fifty years before, 
could be then ſaid, of any one play whatſoever, 
Nov, if ſich notable behaviour could break 
Out upon fo ſucceſsful a Play {which too, upon 
the ſhare Sir * Vanbrugh had in it, I will 
venture to call 1 4 good one) what ſhall we 
impute it to? Why may not I plainly ſay, it 
was not the play, but me, who had a hand in it, 
they did not like 
ih fo not aſhamed of it, why did not the 
ublith it? No! the reaſon had publiſhed itſelf, 
[ was the author of the Nonjuror ! But, per- 
haps, of all authors, 1 ought not to make this 


fort of complaint, becauſe I have reaſon to 


think, that that particular off nee has made me 
more hpnourable friends than enemies ; the 
latter of which I am notunwillin, ſbould know 
however unequal the merit may be to the re- 
ward) that part of the bread I now ent, was 
Elven me, be having r it the Nonjuror.“ 


The CHARACTER of Loan FALK LAN Rn. 
ITH the Farls of Sunderland andCacrnar- 


von, Charles ]. had the misfort 
loſe the nobleman __ e 


? And for what reaſon? if 


a e adherence did the moſt 
hgagqur to his cauſe; this was 


7 * 


Cbaractr of Lord Falkland. 


Viſcount Falkland, a man whom all his cotem- 
poraries agree to have been poſleſſed, of good 
abilities, great quickneſs of parts, and of man- 
ners virtuous and amiable. The father of this 
nobleman had filled the oſſice of Deputy of Ire- 
land before the advancement of Stratford; and 
though he had, by this Earl's means, received 
perſonal diſpleaſure from the court, yet his 
ſon, who had himſelf on ſome frivolous occa- 
ſion, when a raw youth, ſuffered an impriſon- 
ment in the Fleet, was of the Privy-Chamber in 
the year 1633, and was ſo zealous againſt the 
Scots, that, rh refuſed a command of a 
troop of horſe, he ſerved as a volunteer under 
the Earl of Eſſex in the expedition of 1639, 
Being elected a Member of the ſhort Parliament 
of 1645, he became, from the ſtrength of 
facts and arguments urged againſt the King's 
adminiſtration, an advocate for the popular 
cauſe; and, in the beginning of the ſuccceding 
parliament, ranged himſelf among the hercelt 
of its adverſaries, 

Whiltt the actions and deſigns of the patriot 
members were bound within the ſtrit letter of 
the law, prthat Falkland imagined them ſo au- 
thoriſed, he adhered ficadily to the popular in- 
tereſt ; but when the uttucks on regal power 
grew to the reforming and ſtrengthening laws 
which, by experience, had been ſound not 
rong enough to reſtrain it from uſurpations, 
he choſe to deſend the prerogatives which had 
overturned it, only becauſe they were eſta- 
bliſhed by precedent Thus the virtue of Falk- 
land taught him a leſſon litt'e uſeful to the de- 
fence of man, and totally oppolite to the prin- 
ciple of retormation ; viz. "Vhatcuftom gives 
not only a legal, but a ſacred and perpetual 
eftabliſhment to tyranay. When the duplicity 
of the King's conduct, with the netsot violence 
he had attempted, had ſo debaſed his character, 
and rendered him ſo unpopular, as to make it 
diſgraceful to an honeſt man, wand dangerous 
for any man, to enliſt in his ſervice, the vi: tug 
of Falkland occafioned him to accept of the 
employment of Secretary of State, leſt the re- 
tuſal ſhould bring ſome blemith on the King's 
affairs, and left the world ſhould imagine he 
feared the delicate nature of his conſcience 
would receive violence in performing the 
functions of that office. Aſter voting for the 
removal of Biſhops from their ſcats in Par- 
liament, the virtue of balkland, enlightened 
by Mr. Hyde, oppoſed with violence the ex- 
tirpation of an order of men who hid, in his 
opinion, been the principal cauſe of oppreſſion 
both in religion and liberty; who had been 


che deftruftion of unity, under the awry; of 


uniformity ;- who had brought in. fuperſti: ion 


Lucius Cary, | and ſcandal, under the titles of reyerence an! 


ceceucy; 
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The Life of Mr. Coley CIBBER, © 
of his Paper, as to mention one particular Ci- 
vility, he paid to my Memory, after he thought 
he had ingeniouſly kill'd me. Soon after the 
Nonjuror had receiv'd the Favour of the Town, 
I read,” in one of his Journals, the following 
| ſhort Paragraph, viz. Yeſterday died Mr. Col- 

ley. Cibber, late Comedian of the Tbeatre- Royal, 

notorious for writing the Nonjuror. The Com- 
pliment, in the latter part, I confeſs, I did 
not diſlike, becauſe it came from ſo impartial 
a Judge; and it really ſo happen'd, that the 
former part of it was very near being true; 
for I had that very Day juſt crawled our, 'after 


having been ſome Weeks laid up by a Fever: 


However, I ſaw no uſe, in being thought to 
be thoroughly dead, before my Time, and 
therefore had a mind to ſee, whether the 
Town cared to have me alive again: So the 
Play of the Orphan being to be acted that Day, 
J quietly ſtole myſelf into the Part of the 
Chaplain, which I had not been ſeen in, for 
many Years before. The Surprize of the Au- 
dience at my unexpected Appearance on the 
very Day, I had been dead in the News, and 
the Paleneſs of my Looks, ſeem'd to make it 
a Doubt, whether I was not the Ghoſt, of 
my real Self departed; But when I ſpoke, 
their Wonder eas'd itſelf by an Applauſe ; 
which convinc'd me, they were then ſatisfied, 


that my Friend Mz had told a Fib of me. 


429 
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Now, if ſimply to have ſhown myſelf in broad 


Life, and about my Buſigeſs, after he had no- 
29 M 35 torioufly 
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The Life of Mr. CoLLEY CIBBER, &c, 
toriouſly reported me dead, can be called a Re- 
ply, it was the only one, which his Paper, 
while alive, ever drew from me. How far I 
may be vain, then, in ſuppoſing that this Play 
brought me into the Disfavour of ſo many 
Wits, and valiant Auditors, as afterwards ap- 
pear'@ againſt me, let thoſe who may think it 
worth their Notice judge. In the mean time, 
till I can find a better Excuſe for their, ſome- 
times particular, Treatment of me, I cannot 
eaſily give up my Suſpicion: And if I add a 
more remarkable Fact, that afterwards con- 
firm'd me in it, perhaps, it may incline others 
ro join in my Opinion. 

On the firſt Day of the Provot'd Husband, 
ten Years after the Nonjuror had appear'd; a 
33 Party, not having the Fear of pub- 
ick |Offence, or private Injury before their 
Eyes, appear'd moſt impetuouſly concern'd for 
the Demolition of it; in which they ſo far 
ſucceeded, that for ſome Time I gave it up for 
loſt; and to follow their Blows, in the pub- 
lick Papers of the next Day, it was attack'd, 
and triumph'd over, as a dead, and damn'd 
Piece; a ſwinging Criticiſm was made upon 
it, in general invective Terms, for they diſ- 
dain'd to trouble the World with Particulars; 
their Sentence, it ſeems, was Proof enough of 
its deſerving the Fate it had met with. But 
this damn'd Play was, notwithſtanding, acted 
twenty- eight Nights together, and left off, at 
a Receipt of upwards of a hundred and forty 
Pounds ; 


2 


2 


e . * 


— — ha — — lf 
a > tak — 4 14 apo eee : __—  — K  — — tl 4.1 —— — — 2 „„ a * 


p A . 7 E * * * n 
44,9 2 7 * . . 4 — ad a .: 
— 6 —— POW, dr en — . * — — 5 
— m 8 — a — D 4 


— " 
* — I 


a ——_ 


-- re —— 


5 4 
/, þ apo 143 14.49 4.4.49 PF: 3; at du of qe Any 1 


( 
/ — fo * e "a of A- . c * "> * 1 „ 5 ; 5 : 2 


PL] FS 5 G of Lbs 1 7 1 ob, 0 /, „ ho 6 


AA HARA 
/ 4 
. | EOF print, jo han wel 4. 2 1 35 Ks of arent Lent; line 


form oo 


— 


N c 84 des 5 os, + IEEE CIWS rs 
nnn 29" IRE WS" DING 
pe; 1 * 


. 


The Life of Mr. Col LEV Cinzes, &c. 431 
Pounds; ,which happen d to be more, than in 
fifty Vears before, could be then ſaid, of any | 
one Play whatſoever. 1516 | = 
Now, if ſuch notable Behaviour could break | _ 
out upon fo ſucceſsful a Ae. too, up- | = 
on the Share Sir fobn Yanbrugh had in it, I - 
will venture to call a good one) what ſhall BW 
we impute it to? Why may not I plainly ſay, | 
it was not the Play, but Me, who had a Hand 
in it, they did not like? And for what Rea- 
ſon? if they were not aſham'd of it, why did f 
not they publiſh it? No! the Reaſon had pub- | 
liſh'd itſelf, I was the Author of the Nomuror! El 
But, perhaps, of all Authors, I ought not to 
make this ſort of Complaint, becauſe I have | 
Reaſon to think, that that particular Offence 
has made me more honourable Friends than 4 
Enemies; the latter of which I am not un- 
willing ſhould know (however unequal the Me- 
rit may be to the Reward) that Part of the | 
Bread I now eat, was-given me; for having writ 
the Nonjuror. | 
And yet I cannot but lament with many 2 
quiet Spectators, the helpleſs Misfortune, that 
has ſo many Years attended the Stage! That 
no Law has had Force enough to give it ab- 
ſolute Protection! for till we can civilize its 
Auditors, the Authors, that write for it, will 
, ſeldom have a greater Call to it, than Neceſſity; 
| and how unlikely is the Imagination of the 
Needy, to inform, or delight the Many, in Af- 
fluence? or how often does Neceſſity make 
REN 29 M TH many 


2. 3 gg. — 


rr [ß —ꝛꝛnh;ꝓ ;; „ „ 
NAY os * <- by \ 4 


rescarch 
publications 


43 


dd 


The Life of Mr. Cot.1ty Ciyngn, Oc. 
many unhappy Gentlemen turn Authags, in ſpite 
of Nature? 05G e 


1 


What a BRleſſing, therefore, is it! what an 
enjoy'd Deliverance! after a Wretch has 


been driven by Fortune to ſtand ſo many 
wanton Buffets of unmanly Fierceneſs, to find 


himſelf, at laſt, quietly lifted above the Reach 


of them! 


But let not this Reflection fall upon my 
Auditors, without Diſtinction; for though 
Candour, and Benevolence, are ſilent Virtues, 
they are as viſible, as the moſt vociferous 111- 
nature; and I confeſs, the Publick has given 


me more frequent Reaſon to be thankful, than 


to complain, 
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The Author fleps out of his Way. Pleads his 
Theatrical Cauſe, in Chancery. Carries it. 
Plays aFed at Hampton-Court, Theatri- 

cal Anecdotes in former Reigns, Miniſters, 

and Menagers always cenſur d. The Dif- 


ficulty of. ſupplying the Stage, with good Ac- 


tors, confider d. Courtiers, and Comedians go- 
vern d by the ſame Paſſions. Examples of both, 
The Author quits the Stage. Why, | 


the Stage through ſuch various Changes, 
and Revolutions, to this ſettled State, 
in which it continued to almoſt the 


Time of my leaving it; it cannot be ſuppos'd, 


that a Period of ſo much Quiet, and ſo long 
a Train of Succeſs, (though happy for thoſe, 
who enjoy'd it) can afford ſuch Matter of Sur. 
prize, or Amuſement, as might ariſe, from 


Times of more Diſtreſs, and Diſorder. A quiet 


Time, in Hiſtory, like a, Calm, in a Voyage, 
leaves us, but in an indolent Station: To talk 
of our Affairs, when they were no longer ruf- 
fled, by Misfortunes, would be a Picture with- 
out Shade, a flat Performance, at beſt. As 
I might, therefore, throw all that tedious 
Time of our Tranquillity into one Chaſm, in 
my Hiſtory, and cur my Way ſhort, at once, 
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The Life of Mr. Col IEVY Cine, Ge. 
to my laſt Exit from the Stage, I ſhall, at 
leaſt, fill it up with ſuch Matter only, as 1 
have a mind ſhould be known, how few ſoe- 
ver may have Patience to read it: Yet, as I 
deſpair not of ſome Readers, who may be 
moſt awake, when they think others have moſt 
occaſion to ſleep; who may be more pleas'd to 
find me languid, than lively, or in the wrong, 
than in the right; why ſhould I ſcruple (when 
it is ſo eaſy a Matter too) to gratify their par- 
ticular Taſte, by venturing upon any Error, 
that I like, or the Weakneſs of my Judgment 
miſleads me to commit? I think too, I have 
a very good Chance, for my Succeſs,. in this 
—— Ambition, by ſhewing myſelf in a Light, 

have not been ſeen in. | 1 

By your Leave then, Gentlemen! let the 
Scene open, and at once, diſcover your Come- 
dian, at the Bar! There you will find him a 
Defendant, and pleading his own Theatrical 
Cauſe, in a Court of Chancery: But, as I chuſe, 
to have a Chance of pleaſing others, as well as 
of indulging you, Gentlemen; I muſt firſt beg 
leave, to open my Caſe to them; after which, 
my whole Speech, upon that Occaſion, ſhall 
be at your Mercy. 

In all the Tranſactions of Life, there can- 
not be a more painful Circumſtance, than a 
Diſpute at Law, with a Man, with whom we 
have long liv'd, in an agreeable Amity : But 
when Sir Richard Steele, to get himſelf out of 
Difficulties, was oblig'd to throw his Affairs, 
into the Hands of Lawyers, and Truſtees, that 
Con- 


' 


— — art Ng ↄͤ－—m—ſ 


— 


arch 
ations 


_ 
20 
OW 


The Life of Mr. Colley Cine, Ge. 
Conſideration, then, could be of no weight: 
The Friend, or the Gentleman, had no more 
to do in the Matter! Thus, while Sir Richard 
no longer acted, from himſelf, it may be no 
Wonder, if a Flaw was found in our Conduct, 
for the Law to make Work with, It muſt 
be obſerved then, that about two, or three 
Years, before this Suit was-commenc'd, upon 
Sir Richard's totally abſenting himſelf,” from all 
Care, and Menagement of the Stage (which by 
our Articles; of Partnerſhip; he was equally, and 
Jointly oblig'd with us, to attend) we were 
reduc'd to let him know, that we could not 
go on, at that Rate; but that if he expected 
to make the Buſineſs, a /ine-Cure, we had as 
much Reaſon to expect a Conſideration for 


our extraordinary Care, of it; and that during 


his Abſence; we therefore intended to charge 
our ſelves at a Sallary of 1 135. 4d. every 
acting Day (unleſs he could ſhew us Cauſe, to 


the contrary) for our Menagement: To which, 


in his compos'd manner, he only anſwer'd ; 
That. to be ſure, we knew what was fitter 
to be done, than he did; that he had always 
taken a Delight, in making us eaſy, arid had 
no Reaſon to doubt of our doing him Juſtice. 
Now whether, under this eaſy Stile of Appro- 
bation, he conceal'd any Diſlike of our Reſo- 
lution, I cannot ſay. Bur, if I may ſpeak my 
private Opinion, I really believe, from his na- 


tural Negligence of his Affairs, he was glad, 


at any rate, to be excus'd an Attendance, 

Which he was. now growy...W ry.ef. But 
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| whether I am deceiv'd, or right in my Opi- 


nion, the Fact was truly this, that he never 
once, directly, nor indirectly, complain'd, or 
objected to our being paid the above-men- 

tion'd daily Sum, in near three Years toge- 
ther; and yet ſtill continued to abſent him- 
ſelf from us, and our Affairs. But notwith- 
ſtanding, he had ſeen, and done all this with 
his Eyes open; his Lawyer thought here was 
ſtill a fair Field, for a Battle, in Chancery, 
in which, though his Client might be beaten, 
he was ſure his Bill muſt be paid for it: Ac- 
cordingly, to work with us he went. But 


not to be ſo long, as the Lawyers were in 
bringing this Cauſe to an Iſſue, I ſhall, at 
once, let you know, that it came to a Hear- 


ing, before the late Sir Foſeph Fekyll, then 
Maſter of the Rolls, in the Year 1956, Now, 


as the chief Point, in diſpute, was, of what 


Kind, or Importance, the Buſineſs of a Mena- 


ger was, or in what it principally conſiſted ; 


it could not be ſuppos'd, that the moſt learn- 
ed Council could be ſo well appriz'd of the 


Nature of it, as one, who had himſelf gone 


through the Care, and Fatigue of it. I was 
therefore encourag'd by our Council, to ſpeak 
to that particular Head myſelf ; which I con- 


feſs I was glad he ſuffer'd me to. undertake ; 


but when I tell you, that two of the learned 


Council againſt us, came, afterwards, to be 


ſucceſſively Lord-Chancellors, it = my Pre- 
ſumption in a Light, that I ſtill tremble to 


ſhew it in: But however, not to aſſume more 


Merit, 
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Merit, from its Succeſs, than was really its 
Due, I ought fairly to let you know, that I 
was not ſo hardy, as to deliver my Pleading 
without Notes, in my Hand, of the Heads 1 


intended to enlarge upon; for though I thought 


I could conquer my Fear, I could nor be fo 
ſure of my Memory: But when it came to 
the critical Moment, the Dread, and Appre- 
henſion of what I had undertaken, ſo diſcon- 
certed my Courage, that though I had been 
us'd to talk to above Fifty Thouſand differ- 
ent People every Winter, for upwardsof Thirty 
Years together; an involuntary, and unaffect- 
ed Proof of my Confuſion, fell from my Eyes; 


and, as I found myſelf quite out of my Ele- 


ment, I ſeem'd rather gaſping for Life, than 
in a condition to cope with the eminent Ora- 
tors, againſt me. But however, I ſoon found, 
from the favourable Attention of my Hearers, 
that my Diffidence had done me no Diſſer- 


vice: And as the Truth, I was to ſpeak to, need- 


ed no Ornament of Words, I delivered it, in the 
plain manner following, vi. 


In this Cauſe, Sir, I humbly conceive, there 


are but two Points, that admit of any ma- 
terial Diſpute. The firſt is, Whether Sir 
' Richard Steele, is as much abliged to do the 
Duty, and Buſineſs of a Menager, as either 
Mills, Booth, or Cibber: And the ſecond is, 

Whether by Sir Richard's totally withdrawing 
himſelf from the Buſineſs of a Menager, the 
Defendants are juſtifiable, in charging to each 


of themſelves the 1 J. 13s. per Diem, for 


1 
YT their 
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The Life f Mr. Col LEY CIBBER, Cc. 
their particular Pains, and Care, in carrying on 
the whole Affairs of the Stage, without any 
Aſſiſtance from Sir Richard Steele. 

As to the Firſt, if I don't miſtake the Words 
of the Aſſignment, there is a Clauſe in it, that 
ſays, All Matters relating to the Government 
or Menagement of the Theatre, ſhall be con- 
cluded by a Majority of Voices. Now I pre- 


ſume, Sir, there is no room left to alledge, 


that Sir Richard was ever refuſed his Voice, 
though, in above three Vears, he never deſir'd 
to give it: And I believe there will be as 
little room to ſay, that he could have a Voice, 
if he were not a Menager. But, Sir, his be- 
ing a Menager is fo ſelf-evident, that it is a- 
mazing how he could conceive that he was 
to take the Profits, and Advantages of a 
Menager, without doing the Duty of it, And 
I will be bold to ſay, Sir, that his Aſſign- 
ment of the Patent, to Mills, Booth, and 
Cibber, in no one Part of it, by the ſevereſt 
Conſtruction in the World, can be wreſted to 
throw the heavy Burthen of the Menagement 
only upon their Shoulders. Nor does it appear, 
Sir, that either in his Bill, or in his Anſwer 
to our Croſs-Bill, he has offer'd, any Hint, or 
Glimpſe of a Reaſon, for. his withdrawing 
from the Menagement, at all; or ſo much as 
pretend, from the time complained of, that 
he ever took the leaſt Part of his Share of it. 
Now, Sir, however unaccountable this Con- 
duct of Sir Richard may ſeem, we will ſtill 
allow, that he had ſome Cauſe for it; but 
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whether or no, that Cauſe, was a reaſona- | 
ble one, your Honour will the better judge, 
if J may be indulged in the Liberty of explain- 
ing it. e e 5127 any 
4 Sie. the Caſe, in plain Truth and Reality, 
ſtands thus: Sir Richard, though no Man alive, 
can write better of Oeconomy than himſelf, ( 
yet, perhaps, he is above the Drudgery of prac- | 
tiling it: Sir Rzchard, then, was often in | 
want of Money; and while we were in Friend- | 
ſhip with him, we: often aſſiſted his Occaſi- | 
ons: But thoſe Compliances had ſo unfortunate 
an Effect, that they only heightened his Im- | 
PO to borrow more, and the more we | 
ent, the leſs he minded us, or ſhew'd any — 
Concern for our Welfare. Upon this, Sir, we | 
ſtopt our Hands, at once, and peremptorily | 
refus'd to advance another Shilling, till by the | 
Balance of our Accounts, it became due to him. * | 
And this Treatment (though we hope, not in | 
the leaſt unjuſtifiable) we have Reaſon to be- 
lieve ſo ruffled his Temper, that he at once, 
was as ſhort with us, as we had been with 
him ; for, from that Day, he never more came 
near us: Nay, Sir, he not only continued to 
neglect, what he ſbould have done, but actual - 
ly did, what he ought nat to have done: 
He made an Afſignfnent of his Share, with- 
out our Conſent, in a manifeſt Breach of our 
Agreement : For, Sir, we did not lay that | 
Reſtriction upon ourſelves, for no Reaſon: We „ 
knew, before-hand, what Trouble, and Incon- 
venience it would be, to unravel, and expoſe 
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our Accounts to Strangers, who, if they were 
to do us no hurt, by divulging our Secrets, 
we. were ſure could do us no good, by keep- 
ing them. If Sir Richard had had our com- 
mon. Intereſt at heart, he would have been 
as warm in it, as we were, and as tender of 
hurting it: But ſuppoſing his aſſigning his 
Share to others, may have done us no great 
Injury, it is, at leaſt, a ſhrewd Proof, that he 
did not care whether it did us any, or no. 
And if the Clauſe was not ſtrong enough to 
reftrain him from it, in Law, there was enough 
in it, to have reſtrain'd him, in Honour, from 
breaking it. But take it, in its beſt Light, it 
ſhews him as remiſs a Menager, in our Affairs, 
as he naturally was in his own. Suppoſe, Sir, 
we had all been as careleſs as himſelf, which 
I can't find he has any more Right to be, 


than we have, muſt not our whole Affair have 


fallen to Ruin? And may we not, by a pa- 
rity of Reaſon, ſuppoſe, that by his Neglect a 
fourth Part of it does fall ro Ruin? Bur, Sir, 
there is a particular Reaſon to believe, that, 
from our want of Sir Richard, more, than a 
fourth Part does ſuffer by it : His Rank, and 
Figure,*in the World, while he gave us the 
Aſſiſtance of them, were of extraordinary Ser- 
vice to us: He had anf eaſier Acceſs, and a 
more regarded Audience at Court, than our low 
Station of Life could pretend to, when our 
Intereſt wanted (as it often did) a particular 
Solicitation there. But ſince we have been 
deprived of him, the very End, the very Con- 
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| ſideration of his Share in our Profits, is not 


perform'd on his Part. And will Sir R:chard, 
then, make us no Compenſation, for ſo valua- 
ble a Loſs, in our Intereſts, and fo palpable an 


Addition to our Labour ? I am afraid, Sir, if 


we were all to be as indolent in the Menag- 
ing-Part, as Sir Richard preſumes he has a 


Right to be; our Patent would ſoon run us, 


as many Hundreds, in Debt, as he had (and 
ſtill ſeems willing to have) his Share of, for 
doing of nothing. | 

Sir, our next Point, in queſtion, is whether 
Wilks, Booth, and Cibber, are juſtifiable, in 
charging the 1/. 13 5. 4 d. per diem, for their 
extraordinary Menagement, in the Abſence of 
Sir Richard Steele, I doubt, Sir, it will be 
hard to. come to the Solution of this Point, 
unleſs we may be a little indulg'd, in ſetting 
forth, what is the daily, and neceſſary Buſineſs, 
and Duty of a Menager. But, Sir, we will 
endeavour to be as ſhort, as the Circumſtances 
will admit of. | 

Sir, by our- Books, it is apparent, that the 


Menagers have under their Care, no leſs than 


One Hundred and Forty Perſons, in conſtant 
daily Pay: And among ſuch Numbers, it will 
be no wonder, if a great many of them are 
unskilful, idle, and ſometimes untractable; 
all which Tempers are to be led, or driven, 
watch'd, and reſtrain'd by the continual Skill, 
Care, and Patience of the Menagers. Every 
Menager is oblig'd, in his turn, to attend two, 
or three Hours cvery Morning, at the Re- 
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hearſal of Plays, and other Enterrainments 


for the Stage, or elſe every Rehearſal would 
be but a rude Meeting of Mirth and Jollity. 


The fame Attendance, is as neceſſary at every 


Play, during the time of its publick Action, 
in which one, or more of us, have con- 
ſtantly been punctual, whether we have had 
any part, in the Play, then acted, or not. 
A Menager ought to be at the Reading of e- 
very new Play, when it is firſt offer'd to the 
Stage, though there are ſeldom one of thoſe 
Plays in twenty, which upon hearing, proves 
to be fit for it; and upon ſuch Occaſions the 
Attendance muſt be allow'd to be as painful- 
ly tedious, as the getting rid of the Authors of 
ſuch Plays, muſt be diſagreeable, and difficult. 


Beſides this, Sir, a Menager is to order all 


new Cloaths, to aſſiſt in the Fancy, and Pro- 


priety of them, to limit the Expence, and 
to withſtand the unreaſonable Importunities 
of ſome, that are apt to think themſelves in- 
jur'd, if they are not finer than their Fellows. 
A Menager, is to dire& and overſee the Paint- 
ers, Machiniſts, Muſicians, Singers, and Dan- 
cers ; to have an Eye upon the Door-keepers, 
Under-Servants, and Officers, that without 
ſuch Care, are too often apt to defraud us, or 

neglect their Duty. PT i 
And all this, Sir, and more, much more, 
which we hope will be needleſs to trouble you 
with, have we done every Day, without the 
leaſt Aſſiſtance from Sir Richard even at times 
when the Concern, and Labour of our Parts, 
upon 
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upon the Stage, have made it very difficult, 
and irkſome to go through with ir. TY 

In this Place, Sir, it may be worth obſery- 
ing, that Sir Richard, in his Anſwer to our 
Croſs-Bill, ſeems to value himſelf, upon Cib- 
ber's confeſſing, in the Dedication of a Play, 
which he made to Sir Richard, that he (Sir 
Richard) had done the Stage very conſiderable 
Service, by leading the Town to our Plays, 
and filling our Houſes, by the Force and In- 
fluence of his Tatlers, But Sir Richard forgets, 
that thoſe Tatlers were written in the late 

ueen's Reign, long before he was admitted 
to a Share in the Play-houſe: And in truth, 
Sir, it was our real Senſe of thoſe Obligations, 


and Sir Ricbard's aſſuring us they ſhould be 


continued, that firſt and chiefly inclin'd us to 
invite him to ſhare the Profits of our Labours, 
upon ſuch farther Conditions, as in his Aſſign- 
ment of the Patent to us, are ſpecified. And, 
Sir, as Cibber's publick Acknowledgment of 
thoſe Favours is at the ſame time an equal 
Proof of Sir Richards Power to continue them; 
ſo, Sir, we hope, it carries an equal Probabi- 
lity, that without his Promiſe to / that Power, 
he would never have been thought on, much 
leſs have been invited by us, into a Joint- 
Menagement of the Stage, and into a Share of 
the Profits: And indeed what Pretence could 
he have form'd, for asking a Patent from the 
Crown, had he been poſleſs'd of no eminent 
Qualities, but in common with other Men? 
Bur, Sir, all theſe Advantages, all theſe Hopes, 
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nay, Certainties of greater Profits, from thoſe 
great Qualities, have we been utterly depriv'd 
of by the wilful, and unexpected Neglect of 
Sir Richard. But we find, Sir, it is a common 
thing, in the Practice of Mankind, to juſtify 
one Error, by committing another: For Sir 
Richard has not only refuſed us the extraordi- 
nary Aſſiſtance, which he is able, and bound 
to give us; but on the contrary, to our great 
Expence, and Loſs of Time, now calls us to 
account, in this honourable Court, for the 
Wrong we have done him, in not doing his 
Buſineſs of a Menager, for nothing. But, Sir, 
Sir Richard has not met with ſuch Treatment 
from us: He has not writ Plays for us, for 
Nothing, we paid him very well, and in an ex- 
traordinary manner, for his late Comedy of 
the Conſcious Lovers: And though, in writing 
that Play, he had more Aſſiſtance from one 
of the Menagers, than becomes me to enlarge 
upon, of which Evidence has been given upon 
Oath, by ſeveral of our Actors; yet, Sir, he 
was allow'd the full, and particular Profits of 
that Play, as an Author, which amounted to 
Three Hundred Pounds, beſides about Three 
Hundred more, which he received as a Joint- 
Sharer of the general Profits, that aroſe from 
it, Now, Sir, though the Menagers are not 
all of them able to write Plays, yet they have 


all of them been able to do (I won't ſay, as 


good, but at leaſt) as profitable a thing. They 
ave invented, and adorn'd a Spectacle, that 
for Forty Days together has brought more Mo- 


ney, 
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ney, to the Houſe, than the beſt Play that 

ever was writ. The Spectacle I mean, Sir, is 
that of the Coronation-Ceremony, of Anna | 
Bullen: And though we allow a good Play to | 
be the more laudable Performance, yer, Sir, | 
in the profitable Part of it, there is no Com- | 
pariſon, If therefore, our Spectacle brought 
in as much, or more Money, than Sir Richard's | 
Comedy, what is there, on his Side, but Uſage, Ds 
that intitles him, to be paid for one, more, | 
| 


81 


2 
** 


than we are, for t'other? But then, Sir, if he 

is ſo profitably diſtinguiſh'd for his Play, if we | 
yield him up the Preference, and pay him, for -— 
his extraordinary Compoſition, and take no- | 
thing for our own, though it turn'd out more 

to our common Profit; ſure, Sir, while we do | 
ſuch extraordinary Duty, as Menagers, and 3 
while he neglects his Share of that Duty, he | 
cannot grudge us the moderate Demand we 
make for our ſeparate Labour: | 

To conclude, Sir, if by our conſtant Atten- 
dance, our Care, our Anxiety (not to mention 
the diſagreeable Conteſts, we ſomerimes meet 
with, both within, and without Doors, in the 4 
Menagement of our Theatre) we have not only __ 
ſaved the whole from Ruin, which if we had | me 
all follow'd Sir Richard's Example, could not = 
have been avoided; I ſay, Sir, if we have ſtill 
made it ſo valuable an Income to him, without 
his giving us the leaſt Aſſiſtance for ſeveral 
Years paſt; we hope, Sir, that the poor La- 
bourers, that have done all this for Sir Richard, 
will not be thought yn Forth L of their Hire. 
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How far our Affairs, being ſet in this parti- 
cular Light, might aſſiſt our Cauſe, may be of 
no great Importance to gueſs; but the Iſſue of 
it was this: That Sir Richard not having made 
any Objection, to what we had charged for 
Menagement, for three Vears together; and as 
our Proceedings had been all tranſacted, in 
open Day, without any clandeſtine Intention 
of Fraud; we were allow'd the Sums, in diſ- 
pute, above-mention'd; and Sir Richard not 
being adviſed, to appeal to the Lord-Chancel- 
lor, both Parties paid their own Coſts, and 
1 thought it their mutual Intereſt, to let this be 
| the laſt of their Law- ſuits. | 
3 And now, gentle Reader, I ask Pardon, for 
ſo long an Impoſition on your Patience: For 
| tho' I may have no ill Opinion of this Matter 
J | | myſelf; yet to you, I can very eaſily conceive 
| it may have been tedious. You are therefore, 
at your own Liberty of charging the whole Im- 
pertinence of it, either to the Weakneſs of 
my Judgment, or the Strength of my Vanity; 
| and I will ſo far join in your Cenſure, that I 
| farther confeſs, I have been ſo impatient to 
| give it you, that you have had it out of its 
Turn: For, ſome Years, before this Suit was 
commenced, there were other Facts, that ought 
| to have had a Precedence in my Hiſtory: But 
| that, I dare ſay, is an Overſight you will eaſi- 
| ly excuſe, provided you afterwards find them 
worth reading. However, as to that Point, I 
muſt take my Chance, and ſhall therefore pro- 


| ceed to ſpeak of the Theatre, which was or- 
| | der'd 
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der'd by his late Majeſty to be erected in the 
Great old Hall at Hampton-Caurt ; where Plays 


were intended to have been acted twice a 


Week, during the Summer-Seaſon, But be- 
fore the Theatre could be finiſh'd, above half 
the Month of September being elapſed, there 
were but ſeven Plays acted before the Court re- 


turned to London. This throwing open a The- 


atre, in a Royal Palace, ſcem'd to be reviving 
the Old Engliſb hoſpitable Grandeur, where 
the loweſt Rank of neighbouring Subjects might 
make themſelves merry at Court, without be- 
ing laugh'd at themſelves. In former Reigns, 
Theatrical Entertainments at the Royal Palaces, 
had been perform'd at vaſt; Expence, as appears 
by the Deſcription: of the Decorations, in ſe- 
veral of Ben. Jobnſon's Maſques, in King 
James, and Charles the Firſt's Time; many 
curious and original Draughts of which, by 
Sir Inigo Jones, 1 have ſeen in the Muſeum 
of our greateſt Maſter, and Patron of Arts, 
and Architecture, whom it would be a needleſs 
Liberty to name. * But when our Civil Wars 
ended in the Decadence of Monarchy, it was 
then an Honour to the Stage, to have fallen 
with it: Vet, after the Reſtoration of Charles II. 
ſome faint Attempts were made to revive theſe 
Theatrical Spectacles at Court; but I have met 
with no Account of above one Maſque acted 
there, by the Nobility; which was that of Ca- 
liſto, written by Crown, the Author of Sir 
Courtly Nice. For what Reaſon Crown was 


choſen to that Honour, rather than Dryden, 
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who was then Poet-Laureat, and out of all 
Compariſon his Superior, in Poetry, may ſeem 
ſurpriz ing: But if we conſider the Offence 
which the then Duke of Buckingham took at the 
Character of Eimri, in Dryden's. Abſalom, &c. 
(which might probably be a Return, to his 


Grace's Draucanſir, in the Rehearſal) we may 


ſuppoſe the Prejudice and Recommendation of 
ſo illuſtrious a Pretender to Poetry, might pre- 
vail, at Court, to give Croun this Preference. 
In the ſame Reign, the King had his Come- 
dians at Vindſor, but upon a particular Eſta» 
bliſhment; for tho they ated in St. George's 
Hall, within the Royal Palace, yet (as I have 
beeen inform'd by an Eye-witneſs) they were 
permitted to take Money at the Door, of every 
Spectator; whether this was an Indulgence, in 
Conſcience, I cannot ſay; but it was a com- 
mon Report among the principal Actors, when 


I firſt came into the Theatre-Royal, in 1690, 


that there was, then, due to the Company, 
from that Court, about One Thouſand Five 
Hundred Pounds, for Plays commanded, &c. 
and yet it was the general Complaint, in that 
Prince's Reign, that he paid too much Ready- 
money, for Nis Pleaſures: But theſe Aſſertions 
I only give, as I received them, without being 
anſwerable, for their Reality. This Theatri- 
cal Anecdote, however, puts me in mind of 
one of a more private nature, which I had from 
old ſolemn Boman, the late Actor of venerable 


Memory. Boman, then a Youth, and fam'd 
for his Voice, was appointed to ſing ſome Part, 
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in a Concert of Muſick at the private Lodgings 
of Mrs. Gwin; at which were only preſent, 
the King, the Duke of York, and one, or two 
more, who were uſually admitted upon thoſe 
detach'd Parties of Pleaſure. When the Per- 
formance was ended, the King expreſs'd him- 
ſelf highly pleaſed, and gave it extraordinary 
Commendations: Then, Sir, ſaid the Lady, 
to ſhew you don't ſpeak like a Courtier, I hope 
you will make the Performers a handſome Pre- 
ſent: The King ſaid, he had no Money abouc 
him, and ask'd the Duke if he had any? To 
which the Duke reply'd, I believe, Sir, not 
above a Guinea, or two. Upon which the 
laughing Lady, turning to the People abour 
her, and making bold with the King's common 
Expreſſion, cry'd, Od's Fiſh! what Company 

am I got into! | 
Whether the reverend Hiſtorian of his Own 
Time, among the many other Reaſons of the 
ſame Kind, he might have for ſtiling this Fair 
One the indiſcreeteſt, and wildeſt Creature, that 
ever was in a Court, might know this to be one 
of them, I can'tſay: But if we conſider her, in 
all the Diſadvantages of her Rank, and Educa- 
tion, ſhe does not appear to have had any 
criminal Errors more remarkable, than her Sex's 
Frailty to anſwer for: And, if the ſame Au- 
thor, in his latter End of that Prince's Life, 
ſeems to reproach his Memory, with too kind 
a Concern for her Support, we may allow, 
that it becomes a Biſhop to have had no Eyes, 
or Taſte for the ſrivolous Charms or playful 
G got WV 7 0 Badinage 
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Badinage of a King's Miſtreſs: Yer, if the 
common Fame of her may be believ'd, which 
in my Memory was not doubted, ſhe had leſs 
to be laid to her Charge, than any other of 
thoſe Ladies, who were in the ſame State of 
Preferment: She never meddled in Matters of 
ſerious Moment, or was the Tool of working 
Politicians: Never broke into thoſe amorous 
Infidelities, which others, in that grave Au- 
thor, are accus'd of; but was as viſibly diſtin- 
guiſh'd, by her particular Perſonal Inclination 
to the King, as her Rivals were, by their Ti- 
tles, and Grandeur. Give me leave to carry 
(perhaps, the Partiality of) my Obſervation a 
little farther. The ſame Author, in the ſame 
Page, 263, tells us, That, Another of the 
King's Miſtreſſes, the Daughter of a Cler- 
15 [mans Mrs. Roberts, in whom her firſt 
Education had ſo deep a Root, that though 
* ſhe fell into many ſcandalous Diſorders, 
« with very diſmal Adventures in them all, 
« yet a Principle of Religion was ſo deep laid 
« in her, that tho' it did not reſtrain her, yet 
* it kept alive in her, ſuch a conſtant Horror 
* of Sin, that ſhe was never eaſy, in an ill 
* courſe, and died with a great Senſe of her 
« former ill Life. 

To all this let us give an implicit Credit: 
Here 1s the Account of a frail Sinner made up, 
with a Reverend Witneſs! Yet I cannot but 
lament, that this Micred Hiſtorian, who ſeems 
to know more Perſonal Secrets, than any that 
ever writ before him, ſhould not have been as 
N in- 
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inquiſitive after the laſt Hours of our other 
Fair Offender, whoſe Repentance I have been 
unqueſtionably inform'd, appear'd in all the 


contrite Symptoms of a Chriſtian Sincerity. If 
therefore you find I am ſo much concern d to 
make this favourable mention of the one, be- 
cauſe ſne was a Siſter of the Theatre, why 
may not But I dare not be fo preſumptuous, 
ſo uncharitably bold, as to ſuppoſe the other 


was ſpoken better of, merely becauſe ſhe was 
the Daughter of a Clergyman. Well, and 


what then? What's all this idle Prate, you 


may ſay, to the matter in hand? Why, I fay 


your Queſtion is a little too critical; and if 
you won't give an Author leave, now and 
then, to embelliſh his Work, by a natural Re- 
flexion, you are an ungentle Reader. But I 
have done with my Digreſſion, and return to 
our Theatre at Hampton-Court, where I am 
not ſure the Reader, be he cver ſo wiſe, will 
meet with any thing more worth his notice: 


However, if he happens to read, as I write, 


for want of ſomething better to do, he will 
go on; and perhaps, wonder when I tell him, 
that 

A Play preſented at Court, or acted on a 
publick Stage, ſcem to their different Audi- 
tors, a different Entertainment. Now hear 
my Reaſon for it. In the common Theatre, 
the Gueſts are at home, where the politer 
Forms of Good- breeding are not ſo nicely re- 


garded: Every one there, falls to, and likes or 


finds fault, according to his natural, Taſte, or 
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Appetite. At Court, where the Prince gives 
the Treat, and honours the Table with his 
own Preſence, the Audience is under the Re- 
ſtraint of a Circle, where Laughter, or Ap- 
plauſe, rais d higher than a Whiſper, would 
be ſtar'd at. At a publick Play they are both 
let looſe, even 'till the Actor is, ſometimes, 
pleas'd with his not being able to be heard, 
for the Clamour of them. But this Coldneſs 
or Decency of Attention, at Court, I obſerv'd 
had but a melancholy Effect, upon the impa- 
tient Vanity of ſome of our Actors, who 
ſeem'd inconſolable, when their flaſhy Endea- 
vours to pleaſe had paſs unheeded: Their not 
conſidering where they were, quite diſconcert- 
ed them; nor could they recover their Spirits, 
"till from the loweſt Rank of the Audience, 
ſome gaping John, or Joan, in the fullneſs of 
their Hearts, roar'd out their Approbation : 
And indeed, ſuch a natural Inſtance of honeſt 
Simplicity, a Prince himſelf, whoſe Indul- 
gence knows where to make Allowances, 
might reaſonably ſmile at, and perhaps nor 
think it the worſt part of his Entertainment, 
Yer it muſt be own'd, that an Audience may 
be as well too much reſerv'd, as too profuſe 
of their Applauſe: For though, it is poſlible 
a Betterton would not have been diſcourag'd, 
from throwing out an Excellence, or elated 
into an Error, by his Auditors being too little, 
or too much pleas'd, yet as Actors of his Judg- 
ment are Rarities; thoſe of leſs Judgment may 
ſink into a Flatneſs, in their Performance, for 


want 
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want of that Applauſe, which from the ge- 


nerality of Judges, they might perhaps, have 


ſome Pretence to: And the Auditor, when 


not ſeeming to feel what ought to affect him, 
may rob himſelf of ſomething more, that he 
might have had, by giving the Actor his Due, 


who meaſures out his Power to pleaſe, accor- 


ding to the Value he ſets upon his Hearer's 
_ Taſte, or Capacity, But however, as we were 
not, here, itinerant Adventurers, and had pro- 
perly but one Royal Auditor to pleaſe ; after 
that Honour was attain'd to, the reſt of our 
Ambition had little to look after: And that 
the King was often pleas'd, we were not only 
aſſur'd, by thoſe who had the Honour to be 
near him; but could ſee it, from the frequent 
Satisfaction in his Looks at particular Scenes, 
and Paſſages: One Inſtance of which I am 
tempted to relate, becauſe it was at a Speech, 


that might more naturally affect a Sovereign 


Prince, than any private Spectator. In Shake- 
ſpear's Harry the Eighth; that King commands 
the Cardinal to write circular Letters of In- 
demnity, into every County, where the Pay- 
ment of certain heavy Taxes had been diſ- 
puted: Upon which the Cardinal whiſpers 
the following Directions to his Secretary Crom- 
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A Word with you : 
Let there be Letters writ to every Shire, 


Of the King's Grace, and Pardon: The griev'd 
Gg3 Haraly 
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. Hardly conceive of me. Let it benais'd, - 
That through our Interceſſion, This Rovokement, | 
And Pardon, comes. — I ſhall anon adviſe 4 L 

. Farther, in the Proceeding | 


The Solicitude of this Spiritual Miniſter, my 
filching from his Maſter the Grace, and Merit 
of a good Action, and dreſſing up himſelf in 
it, while himſelf had been Author of the Evil 
complain'd of, was ſo eaſy a Stroke of his 
Temporal Conſcience, that it ſeem'd to raiſe 
the King into ſomething more, than a Smile, 
whenever that Play came before him; And I 
had a more diſtin& Occaſion, to obſerve this 
Effect; becauſe my proper Stand on the Stage, 
when 1 ſpoke the Lines, required me to be 
near the Box, where the King uſually fate. In 
a Word, this Play is ſo true a Dramatick 


Chronicle of an old Engliſh Court, and where 


the Character of Harry the Erghth is ſo exact- 
ly, drawn, even to a humourous Eikeneſs, that 
it may be no wonder why his Majeſty's parti- 
cular Taſte for it, ſhould have commanded it 
three ſeveral times in one Winter. 35 
This too calls to my Memory an extrava- 
gant Pleaſantry of Sir Richard Steele, who be— 
ing ask'd by a grave Nobleman, after the ſame 
Play had been preſented at Hampton-Court, 
how the King lik'd it; reply'd, So terribly 
well, my Lord, that I was afraid I ould 
have loft all my Actors! For I was not ſure, 


the King would not keep them to fill the Poſts 


at Court, that be OY them fo fit for in the 
Play. It 


' bu 6 . of 
A ON wa. 1 1 22 —7 
vu 0' * A na 7 1 T2 e * 


of 0444 dee fe 


8 — . 


— —-: ij 


20 Wa 


= 


The Life of Mr. Cor LRV Ci BR, Ge. 


It may be imagin'd, that giving Plays to the 


People at ſuch a diſtance from London, could 


not but be attended with an extraordinary 


Expence; and it was ſome Difficulty, when 


they were firſt talk d of, to bring them under 


a moderate Sum ; I ſhall therefore, in as few 
Words as poſſible, give a Particular of what 
what Eſtabliſhment they were then brought 
to, that in caſe the ſame Entertainments, 
ſhould at any time hereafter be call'd to the 
ſame Place, future Courts may judge, how 
far the Precedent may ſtand good, or need an 
Alteration. | 
Though the ſtated Fee, for a Play acted at 
Whitehall had been formerly, but Twenty 
Pounds; yet, as that hinder'd not the Com- 
pany's acting on the ſame Day, at the Publick 
Theatre, that Sum was almoſt all clear Pro- 
fits to them: But this Circumſtance not being 
practicable, when they were commanded to 
Hampton- Court, a new, and extraordinary 
Charge was unavoidable: The Menagers, there- 


fore, not to inflame it, defired no Conſidera- 


tion, for their own Labour, farther than the 


Honour of being employ'd, in his Majeſty's 


Commands; and, if the other Actors might 
be allow'd, each their Day's Pay, and travel- 
ling Charges, they ſhould hold themſelves rea- 


dy, to act any Play, there, at a Day's Warn- 


ing: And that the Trouble might be leſs, by 
being divided, the Lord - Chamberlain was 
pleas'd to let us know, that the Houſhold- 


Muſick, the Wax Lights, and a Ghai/e-Marine, 
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to carry our moving Wardrobe to every diffe- 
rent Play, ſhould be under the Charge of 
the proper Officers. Notwithſtanding theſe 
Aſſiſtances, the Expence of every Play amoun- 
ted to Fifty Pounds: Which Account, when 
all was over, was not only allow'd us, but 
his Majeſty was graciouſly pleas'd to give the 
Menagers Two Hundred Pounds more, for 
their particular Performance, and Trouble, in 
only ſeven times acting. Which laſt Sum, 
though it might not be too much, for a Sove- 
reign Prince to give, it was certainly more 
than our utmoſt Merit ought to have hop'd 
for: And I confeſs, when I receiv'd the Or- 
der for the Money, from his Grace the Duke 
of Newcaſtle, then Lord-Chamberlain, I was 
ſo ſurpris'd, that I imagin'd his Grace's Fa- 
vour, or Recommendation of our Readineſs, 
or Diligence, muſt have contributed to ſo high 
a Contideration of it, and was offering my 
Acknowledgments, as I thought them due ; 
but was ſoon ſtopt ſhort, by his Grace's De- 
claration, That we had no Obligations for it, 
but to the King himſelf, who had given it, 
from no other Motive, than his own Boun- 
ty. Now whether we may ſuppoſe that Car- 
dinal Wolſey (as you ſee Shakeſpear has drawn 
him) would filently have taken ſuch low Ac- 
knowledgments to himſelf, perhaps may be as 
little worth conſideration, as my mentioning this 
Circumſtance has been neceſſary: But if it is due 
to the Honour and Integrity of the (then) Lord- 
Chamberlain, I cannot think it wholly imperti- 
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Since that time, there has been but one Play 
given at Hampton-Court, which was for the 
Entertainment of the Duke of Lorrain; and for 
which his preſent Majeſty was pleaſed to order 
us a Hundred Pounds. | 

The Reader may, now, plainly ſee, that I am 
ranſacking my Memory, for ſuch remaining 
Scraps of Theatrical Hiſtory, as may not, per- 
haps, be worth his Notice : Bur if they are 
| ſuch as tempt me to write them, why may 
I not hope, that in this wide World, there 
may be many an idle Soul, no wiſer than my 
ſelf, who may be equally tempted to read 
them ? OS 


I have ſo often had occaſion to compare the 
State of the Stage to the State of a Nation, 


that I yet feel a Reluctancy to drop the Com- 
pariſon, or ſpeak of the one, without ſome 
Application to the other. How many Reigns, 
then, do I remember, from that of Charles 
the Second, through all which, there has been, 
from one half of the People, or the other, a 
Succeſſion of Clamour againſt every different 
Miniſtry for the time being? And yer, let the 
Cauſe of this Clamour have been never ſo well 
grounded, it is impoſlible, but that ſome of 
thoſe Miniſters muſt have been wiſer, and ho- 
neſter Men than others: If this be true, as 
true, I believe, it is, why may I not then ſay, as 
ſome Fool in a French Play does, upon a 
like Occaſion— Juſtement, comme chez nous ! 
"Twas exactly the ſame with our Menagement! 

let us have done never ſo. well, we could 
| <3 M8 ID | not 
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not pleaſe every body: All I can ſay, in our 


Defence, is, that though many good Judges, 


might poſſibly conceive how the State of the 
Stage might have been mended, yet the beſt of 
them never pretended to remember the Time 
when it was better! or could ſhew us the 
way to make their imaginary Amendments 

practicable. 
For though I have often allow'd, that our 
beſt Merit, as Actors, was never equal to that 
of our Predeceſſors, yet I will venture to ſay, 
that in all its Branches, the Stage had never 
been under ſo juſt, ſo proſperous, and ſo ſettled 
a Regulation, for forty Years before, as it 
was at the Time I am ſpeaking of. The moſt 
plauſible Objection to our Adminiſtration, ſeem- 
ed to be, that we took no Care to breed up 
young Actors, to ſucceed us; and this was 
imputed as the greater, Fault, becauſe it was 
taken for granted, that it was a Matter as eaſy 
as planting ſo many Cabbages: Now might 
not a Court as well be reproached, for not 
breeding up a Succeſſion, of complete Mini- 
ſters? And yet it is evident, that if Provi- 
dence, or Nature, don't ſupply us with both, 
the State, and the Stage will be but poorly 
ſupported. If a Man of an ample Fortune, 
ſhould take ir into his Head, to give a young- 
er Son anextraordinary Allowance, in order to 
breed him a great Poet, what might we ſup- 
poſe would be the Odds, chat his Trouble, and 
Money would be all thrown away ? Not more 
than it would be againſt the Maſter of a 
| Theatre, 
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Theatre, who ſhould ſay, this, or that young 
Man, I will take care ſhall be an excellent 


Actor! Let it be our Excuſe then, for that 
miſtaken Charge againſt us; that ſince there 


was no Garden, or Market, where accompliſh- 
ed Actors grew, or were to be ſold, we could 
only pick them up, as we do Pebbles of Va- 


lue, by Chance: We may poliſh a thouſand, 


before we can find one fit to make a Figure, 
in the Lid of a Snuff-Box. And how few ſo- 
ever we were able to produce, it is no Proof, 
that we were not always in ſearch of them: 
Yer, at worſt, it was allow'd, that our Defi- 
ciency of Men Actors, was not fo viſible, as 
our Scarcity of tolerable Women: But when 
it is conſider'd, that the Life of Youth and 
Beauty is too ſhort for the bringing an Actreſs 
to her Perfection; were I to mention too, the 
many frail fair Ones, I remember, who, before 
they could arrive to their Theatrical Maturity, 
were feloniouſly ſtolen from the Tree, it would 
rather be thought our Misfortune, than our 
Fault, that we were not better provided. 

Even the Laws of a Nunnery, we find, are 
thought no ſufficient Security againſt Tempta- 


tions, without Iron Grates, and high Walls to 


inforce them; which the Architecture of a 


Theatre will not ſo properly admit of: And 


yet, methinks, Beauty that has not thoſe arti- 
ficial Fortrefles about it, that has no Defence 
but its natural Virtue (which upon the Stage 
has more than once been met with) makes a 
much more meritorious F igure, in Life, than 
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that immur'd Virtue, which could never be 
try'd. But alas! as the poor Stage is but the 
Show-glaſs to a Toy-ſhop, we muſt not won- 
der, if now and then, ſome of the Bawbles 
ſhould find a Purchaſer, 

However, as to ſay more, or leſs than Truth, 
are equally unfaithful in an Hiſtorian; I cannot 
but own, that in the Government of the Thea- 
tre, I have known many Inſtances, where the 
Merit of promiſing Actors has not always been 
brought forward, with the Regard, or Favour, 
it had a Claim to: And if I put my Reader in 
mind, that in the. early Part of this Work, I 
have ſhewn, thro' what continued Difficulties, 
and Diſcouragements I myſelf made my way u 
the Hill of Preferment ; he may juſtly call it, 
too ſtrong a Glare of my Vanity: I am afraid 
he is in the right; but I pretend not to be one 
of thoſe chaſte Authors, that know how to 
write without it: When Truth is to be told 
it may be as much Chance, as Choice, if it 
happens to turn out in my Favour: But to 
ſhew that this was true of others, as well as 
myſelf, Booth ſhall be another Inſtance, In 
1707, when Swiney was the only Maſter of 
the Company in the Hay-Market; Wilks, 
tho' he was, then, but an hired Actor himſelf, 


rather choſe to govern, and give Orders, than to 


receive them; and was ſo jealous of Boorh's riſing, 
that, with a high Hand, he gave the Part of 
Pierre, in Venice Preſerv'd, to Mills the elder, 
who (not to undervalue him) was out of Sight, 
in the Pretenſions that Booth, then young, as 


he 
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he was, had to the ſame Part: And this v 
Diſcouragement ſo ſtrongly affected him, that 


not long after, when ſeveral of us became 


Sharers with Swiney, Booth rather choſe to 
riſque his Fortune, with the old Patentee in 
Drury-Lane, than come into our Intereſt, 
where he ſaw he was like to meet with more 
of thoſe Partialities. And yet, again, Booth 
himſelf, when he came to be a Menager, 


would ſometimes ſuffer his Judgment to be 


blinded by his Inclination to Actors, whom 
the Town ſeem'd to have but an indifferent O- 
pinion of. This again, inclines me to ask ano- 
ther of my odd Queſtions, , vi. Have we ne- 
ver ſeen the ſame paſſions govern a Court! 
How many white Saffs, and great Places do 
we find, in our Hiſtories, have been laid at 


the Feet of a Monarch, becauſe they choſe . 


not to give way to a Rival, in Power, or hold 


a ſecond Place in his Favour? How many 


Whigs, and Tories have chang'd their Parties, 
when their good or bad Pretenſions have met 
with a Check to their higher Preferment ? 
Thus, we ſee, let the Degrees, and Rank 
of Men, be ever ſo unequal, Nature throws 
out their Paſſions from the ſame Motives; tis 
not the Eminence, or Lowlineſs of either, that 
makes the one, when provok'd, more or leſs 
a reaſonable Creature than the other: The 
Courtier, and the Comedian, when their Am- 
bition is out of Humour, take juſt the ſame 
Meaſures to right themſelves? 5 


If 
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If this familiar Stile of ralking ſhould, in 
the Noſtrils of Gravity, and Wiſdom, ſmell a 
little too much of the Preſumpruous, or the 
Pragmarical, I will, at leaſt, deſcend lower, 
in my Apology for it, by calling to my Aſſiſ- 
tance the old, humble Proverb, vis. 'Tis an 
ill Bird that, Sc. Why then ſhould I debaſe 
my Profeſſion, by ſetting it in vulgar Lights, 
when I may ſhew it to more favonrable Ad- 
vantages? And when I ſpeak of our Errors, 
why may I not extenuate them by illuſtrious 
Examples? or by not allowing them greater, 
than the greateſt Men have been ſubject to? 
Or why, indeed, ,may I not ſuppoſe, that a 
ſenſible Reader will rather laugh, than look 
grave, at the Pomp of my Parallels? 

Now, as I am tied down to the Veracity of 
an Hiſtorian, whoſe Facts cannot be ſuppoſed, 
like thoſe in a Romance, to be in the Choice of 
the Author, to make them more marvellous, 
by Invention; if I ſhould happen to fink into a 
little farther Inſignificancy, let the ſimple 
Truth of what I have farther ro ſay, be my 
Excuſe for it. I am obliged, therefore, to 
make the Experiment, by ſhewing you the 
Conduct of our Theatrical Miniſtry in ſuch 
Lights, as on various Occaſions it appear'd in. 

Though Wilks had more Induſtry, and Ap- 
plication, than any Actor I had ever known, 
yet we found it poſſible that thoſe neceſſary 
Qualities might ſometimes be ſo miſconduct- 
ed, as not only to make them uſeleſs, but 
hurtful to our Common-wealth; for while he 


was 


— 2 — 


** 


— — 


\ 


The Life of Mr. Col LEV Cipnrs, Ge. 


was impatient to be foremoſt, in every thing, 
he frequently ſhock'd the honeſt Ambition of 
-others, whoſe Meaſures might have been more 
-ſerviceable, could his Jealouſy have given way 
to them. His own Regards for himſelf, there- 
fore, were, to avoid a difagreeable Diſpute 
with him, too often complied with : Burt this 
leaving his Diligence, to his own Conduct, 
made us, in ſome Inſtances, pay dearly for it: 
For Example; he would take as much, or 
more Pains in forwarding to the Stage, the 


Water-gruel Work of ſome inſipid Author, 


that happen'd rightly to make his Court to him, 


than he would for the beſt Play, wherein it 
was not his Fortune to be choſen for the beſt 
Character. So great was his Impatience to be 
employ'd, that I ſcarce remember, in twenty 
Years, above one profitable Play, we could gec 
to be reviv'd, wherein he found he was to 
make no conſiderable Figure, independent of 
him: But the Tempeſt having done Wonders 
formerly, he could not form any Pretenſions, 
to let it lie longer dormant: However, his 
Coldneſs to it was ſo viſible, that he took all 
Occaſions to poſtpone, and diſcourage its Pro- 
greſs, by frequently taking up the morning- 
Stage with ſomething more to his Mind. Hav- 
ing been myſelf particularly ſolicitous for the 


reviving this Play, Dogget (for this was before 


Booth came into the Menagement) conſented 
that the extraordinary Decorations, and Habits, 
ſhould be left to my Care, and Direction, as 
the fitteſt Perſon, whoſe Temper could jolsle 
| < uw: through 
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through the petulant Oppoſition, that he knew 
Wilks would be always offering to it, becauſe 
he had but a middling Part in it, that of Fer- 
dinand: Notwithſtanding which, ſo it hap- 
pen'd, that the Succeſs of it ſhew'd (not to take 
from the Merit of Wills) that it was poſſible 
to have good Audiences, without his extraor- 
dinary Aſſiſtance. In the firſt ſix Days of act- 
ing it, we paid all our conſtant, and inciden- 
tal Expence, and ſhar'd each of us a hundred 
Pounds: The greateſt Profit that in ſo little 
a Time had yet been known within my Me- 
mory! But, alas! what was paltry Pelf, to 
Glory? That was the darling Paſſion of W:lks's 
Heart! and not to advance in it, was, to ſo 


jealous an Ambition, a painful Retreat, a mere 


Shade to his Laurels! and the common Benefit 
was but a poor Equivalent, to his want of par- 
ticular Applauſe! To conclude, not Prince 
Lewis of Baden, though a Confederate General, 
with the Duke of Marlborough, was more in- 
conſolable, upon the memorable) Victory at 
Blenheim, at which he was not preſent, than 
our Theatrical Hero was, to fee any Action 
proſperous, that he was not himſelf at the 
Head of. If this then was an Infirmity in 
Wilks, why may not my ſhewing the ſame 
Weakneſs in ſo great a Man, mollify the Im- 
putation, and keep his Memory in Coun- 
tenance. 

This laudable Appetite for Fame, in Wilks, 
was not, however, to be fed, without that con- 
ſtant Labour, which only himſelf was able to 

come 
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come up to: He therefore bethought him of 
the means, to leſſen the Fatigue, and at the 
fame time, to heighten his Reputation; which 
was by giving up now, and then, a Part to 
ſome raw Actor, who he was ſure would diſ- 
grace it, and conſequently put the Audience 
in mind of his ſuperior Performance: Among 
this ſort of Indulgences to young Actors, he 
happen'd once to make a Miſtake, that ſer his 
Views in a clear Light. The beſt Criticks, I 
believe, will allow, that in Shakeſpear's Mac- 
beth, there are in the Part of Macduff two 
Scenes, the one of Terror, in the ſecond Act; 
and the other of Compaſſion, in the fourth, 
equal to any that dramatick Poetry has pro- 
duc'd: Theſe Scenes Wilks had ated with 
Succeſs, tho' far ſhort of that happier Skilt 
and Grace, which Monfort had formerly ſhewn, 
in them. Such a Part, however, one might 
imagine would be one of rhe laſt, a good Actor 
would chuſe to part with: But Willis was of 
a different Opinion ; for Macbeth was thrice as 
long, had more great Scenes of Action, 'and 
bore the Name of the Play: Now, to be a 
ſecond in any Play, was what he did not much 
care for, and had been ſeldom us'd to; This 

Part of Macduf/, therefore, he had given to 
one Williams, as yet no extraordinary, though 
a promiling Actor. Williams, in the Simpli- 
city of his Heart, immediately told Booth, what 


a Favour Wilks had done him. Booth, as he 
had Reaſon, thought Wills had here carried 


4 


his Indulgence, and his Authority, a. little too 
5 g H heads © 9 far; 
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far; for as Booth had no better a Part, in the 
ſame Play, than that of Banquo, he found him- 
ſelf too much diſregarded, in letting ſo young 
an Actor take Place of him: Booth, therefore, 
who knew the Value of Macduf, propoſed to 
do it himſelf, and to give Bangquo to Williams; 
and to make him farther amends, offer'd him 
any other of his Parts that he thought might 
be of Service to him. WYW:/lams was content 

with the Exchange, and thankful for the Pro- 
miſe. This Scheme, indeed, (had it taken 
Effect) might have been an Eaſe to Wilks, 
and poſſibly no Diſadvantage to the Play; but 

ſofily---- That was not quite what we had a 
Mind to! No ſooner then, came this Propoſal 
to Wilks, but off went the Maſque, and out 
came the Secret! For though Wills wanted to 
be eas'd of the Part, he did not deſire to be 
excelld in it; and as he was not ſure but that 
might be the caſe, if Booth were to act it, he 
wiſely retracted his own Project, took Mac- 


diiſf again to himſelf, and while he liv'd, ne- 


ver had a Thought of running the ſame Ha- 
zard, by any farther Offer to reſign it. 

Here, I confeſs, I am at a Loſs for a Fact 
in Hiſtory, to which this can be a Parallel ! 
To be weary of a Poſt, even to a real Deſire 
of reſigning it; and yet to chuſe, rather to 
drudge on in it, than ſuffer it to be well ſup- 
plied (though to ſhare in that Advantage) is 
a Delicacy of Ambition, that Machiavil him- 
ſelf has made no mention of: Or if in old 
Rome, the Jealouſy of any pretended Patrior, 
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equally inclin'd to abdicate his Office, may 
have come up to it; tis more than my read- 
ing remembers. 

As nothing can be more impertinent, than 
ſhewing too frequent a Fear, to be thought 
ſo, I will, without farther Apology, rather 


_ riſque that Imputation, than nor tell you ano- 


ther Story much to the ſame purpoſe, and 
of no more conſequence than my laſt. To 
make you underſtand it, however, a little Pre- 
face will be neceſſary. 

If the Merit of an Actor (as it certainly 
does) conſiſts more in the Quality, than the 
Quantity of his Labour; the other Menagers 


had no viſible Reaſon to think, this needleſs 
Ambition of. Wills, in being ſo often, and 


ſometimes ſo unneceſſarily employ d, gave him 
any Title to a Superiority; eſpecially when our 
Articles of Agreement, had allow'd us all. to 
be equal. But what are narrow Contracts to 
great Souls with growing Deſires? Wilis there- 
fore, who thought himſelf leſſen'd, in appeal- 
ing to any Judgment, but his own, plainl 

diſcovered, by his reſtleſs Behaviour (thoug 

he did not care to ſpeak out) that he thought 
he had a Right to ſome higher Conſideration, 
for his Performance: This was often Booth's 
Opinion, as well as my own. It muſt be farther 


obſerv'd, that he actually had a ſeparate Al- 


lowance of Fifty Pounds a Year, for writing 


our daily Play-Bills, for the Printer: Which 


Province, to ſay the Truth, was the only one 
we car'd to truſt to his particular Intendance, 
H h 249 Mm 9 Or 
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or could find out for a Pretence to diſtinguiſh 
him. Bur, to ſpeak a plainer Truth, this Pen- 
ſion, which was no part of our original Agree- 
ment, was merely paid to keep him quiet, and 
not that we thought it due to ſo inſignificant a 
Charge, as what a Prompter had formerly ex- 
ecuted. This being really the Caſe, his fre- 
quent Complaints of being a Drudge to the 
Company, grew ſomething more, than diſa- 
greeable to us: For we could not digeſt the Im- 
poſition of a Man's ſetting himſelf ro work, 
and then bringing in his own Bill for it. Booth, 
therefore, who was leſs eaſy, than I was, to 
ſee him ſo often ſetting a Merit upon ris Quan- 
tity of his Labour, which neither could be our 
Intereſt, or his own, to lay upon him; propoſed- 
to me, that we might remove this pretended 
Grievance, by reviving ſome Play, that mighr 
be likely to live, and be eaſily ated, without 
Wilks's having any Part in it. About this time, 
an unexpected Occaſion offer d itſelf, to put our 
Project, in practice: What follow'd our At- 
tempt, will be all (if any thing be) worth Ob- 
ſervation, in my Story. 

In 1725, we were call'd upon, in a manner, 
that could not be reſiſted, to revive the Pro- 
vok'd Wife, a Comedy, which, while we found 


our Account, in keeping the Stage clear of thoſe 


looſe Liberties, it had formerly, too juſtly been 
charg'd with; we had laid aſide, for ſome 
Years. The Author, Sir John Vanbrugb, who 
was conſcious of what it had too much of, 
was prevail'd upon, to ſubſtitute a new-writ- 
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ten Scene in the Place of one, in the fourth 


Act, where the Wantonneſs of his Wir, and 
Humour, had (originally) made a Rake talk 
like a Rake, in the borrow'd Habit of a Cler- 
gyman: To avoid which Offence, he clapt 
the ſame Debauchee, into the Undreſs of a 
Woman of Quality: Now the Character, and 
Profeſſion of a Fine Lady, not being ſo indeli- 
bly ſacred as that of a Churchman; whatever 
Follies he expos'd, in the Petticoat, kept 
him, at leaſt, clear of his former Prophanenelſs, 
and were now innocently ridiculous, to the 
Spectator. 

This Play being thus refitted for the Stage, 
was, as I have obſerved, call'd for, from 
Court, and by many of the Nobiltty. Now, 
then, we thought was a proper time to come 
to an Explanation with Wilks: Accordingly, 
when the Actors were ſummon'd to hear the 
Play read, and receive their Parts; I addreſs'd 
myſelf to Wills, before them all, and told 
him, That as the Part of Conſtant, which he 
ſeem'd to chuſe, was a Character of leſs Ac- 
tion, than he generally appear'd in, we thought 
this might be a good Occaſion to eaſe him- 
ſelf, by giving it to another. — Here he look d 
grave. — That the Love-Scenes of it were ra- 
ther ſerious, than gay, or humourous, and 
therefore might fit very well upon Booth. 
Down dropt his Brow, and furl'd were his 
Features. — That if we were never to revive 
a tolerable Play without him, what would be- 
come *of us, in caſe of his Indiſpoſition? —— 
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Here he pretended to ſtir the Fire, — That as 
he could have no farther Advantage, or Ad- 
vancement, in his Station to hope for, his act- 
ing in this Play was but giving himſelf an un- 
profitable Trouble, which neither Booth, or I, 
deſired to impoſe upon him. — Softly. — Now 
the Pill began to gripe him. In a Word, 
this provoking Civility, plung'd him into a 
Paſſion, which he was no longer able to con- 
tain; out it came, with all the Equipage of 
unlimited Language, that on ſuch Occaſions 
his Diſpleaſure uſually ſet out with; but when 
his Reply was ſtript of thoſe Ornaments, it 
was plainly this: That he look'd upon all I 
had ſaid, as a concerted Deſign, not only to 
ſignalize our ſelves, by laying him aſide; but 
a Contrivance to draw him into the Disfavour 
of the Nobility, by making it ſuppos'd his 
own Choice, that he did not act in a Play fo 
particularly ask'd for ; but we ſhould find, he 
could ſtand upon his own Bottom, and it was 
not all our little caballing ſhould get our Ends 
of him: To which I anſwer'd with ſome 
Warmth, That he was miſtaken in our Ends; 
for Thoſe, Sir, ſaid I, you have anſwer'd al- 
ready, by ſhewing the Company, you cannot 
bear to be left out of any Play. Are not you 
every Day complaining of your being over- 
labour'd? And now, upon our firſt offering 
to eaſe you, you fly into a Paſſion, and pre- 
tend to make that a greater Grievance, than 
t'other: But, Sir, if your being In, or Out 
of the Play, is a Hardſhip, you ſhall tmpoſe 
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it upon yourſelf: The Part is in your Hand, 


and to us, it is a Matter of Indifference now, 


whether you take it, or leave, it, Upon this 
he threw down the Part upon the Table, 
croſs'd his Arms, and fate knocking his Heel, 
upon the Floor, as ſeeming to threaten moſt, 


when he faid leaſt; but when no body perſua- 


ded him to take it up again, Booth, not chu- 
fing to puſh the matter too far, but rather to 
ſplic the difference of our Diſpute, ſaid, That 
or his Part, he ſaw no ſuch great matter in 


acting every Day; for he believed. it the whol- 


ſomeſt Exerciſe in the World ; it kept the Spi- 
rits in motion, and always gave him a good 
Stomach. Though this was, in a manner, 
giving up the Part to Wilks, yet it did not al- 
low, he did us any Favour in receiving it. 
Here, I obſerv'd Mrs. Oldfield began to titter, 
behind her Fan: But Wks being more in- 
tent, upon what Booth had ſaid, reply d, Every 


one could beſt feel for himſelf, but he did 


not pretend to the Strength of a Pack-horſe; 
therefore if Mrs. O/dfield would chuſe any bo- 


dy elſe to play with her, he ſhould be very 


glad to be excus'd: This throwing the Nega- 
tive upon Mrs, Oldfield, was, indeed, a ſure 
way to ſave himſelf; which I could not help 
taking notice of, by ſaying, It was making but 
an ill Compliment, to the Company, to ſup- 
poſe, there was but one Man in it, fit to play 


an ordinary Part with her. Here Mrs. Old- 


field got up, and turning me half round to 
come forward, ſaid with her uſual Franknelſs, 
H h 4 {© n 553 Pooh! 
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Pooh! you are all a Parcel of Fouls, to make 
ſuch a rout about nothing! Rightly judging, 
that the Perſon, moſt out of humour, would 
not be more diſpleas'd at her calling us all, by 
the ſame Name. As ſhe knew too, the beſt 
way of ending the Debate, would be to help 
the Weak; ſhe ſaid, ſhe hop'd Mr. Wilks 
would not ſo far mind what had paſt, as to 
refuſe his acting the Part, with her; for tho 
it might not be ſo good, as he had been us'd 
to; yet, ſhe believed, thoſe who had beſpoke 
the Play, would expect to have it done to 
the beſt Advantage, and it would make but an 
odd Story abroad, if it were known, there 
had been any Difficulty in that point among 
ourſelves. To conclude, Vils had the Part, 
and we had all we wanted; which was an 
Occaſion to let him ſee, that the Accident, 
or Choice of one Menager's being more em- 
ploy'd than another, would never be allow'd 
a Pretence, for altering our Indentures, or 
his having an extraordinary Conſideration 
i (ES 

However diſagreeable it might be, to have 
this unſociable Temper daily to deal with; 
yet I cannot but ſay, that from the ſame im- 
patient Spirit, that had ſo often hurt us, we 
ſtill drew valuable Advantages : For as Wills 
ſeem'd to have no Joy, in Life, beyond his 
being diſtinguiſh'd on the Stage; we were not 
only ſure of his always doing his beſt, there, 
himſelf; but of making others more careful, 
than without the Rod of ſo iraſcible a Tem- 
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per over them, they would have been. And 
I much queſtion, if a more temperate, or 
better Uſage of the hired Actors, could have 
ſo effeually kept them to Order, Not 
even Betterton (as we have ſeen) with all his 
good Senſe, his great Fame, and Experience, 
could, by being only a quiet Example of In- 
duſtry himſelf, fave his Company from fal- 
ling, while neither Gentleneſs could govern, 
or the Conſideration of their common Intereſt 
reform them. Diligence, with much the in- 


ferior Skill, or Capacity, will beat the beſt 


negligent Company, that ever came upon a 
Stage. But when a certain dreaming Idleneſs, 
or jolly Negligence of Rehearſals gets into a 
Body of the Ignorant, and Incapable (which 
before Wilks came into Drury-Lane, when 
Powel was at the Head of them, was the 
Caſe of that Company) then, I ſay, a ſenſi- 
ble Spectator might have look'd upon the 
fallen Stage, as Portius in the Play of Cato, 
does upon his ruin'd Country, and have la- 
mented it, in (ſomething near) the ſame Ex- 
clamation, vi. | | | 


--- O ye Immortal Bards ! 

What Havock do theſe Blockheads make among 
your Works ! | 

How are the boaſted Labours of an Age, 
Defac'd, and tortur'd, by Ungracious Action? 
Of this wicked Doings, Dryden too com- 
plains in one of his Prologues, at that time, 
where 
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where ſpeaking of ſuch lewd Actors, he cloſes 
a Coupler with the following Line, viz. 


And murder Plays, which they miſcall Reviving. 


The great Share, therefore, that Wilks, by his 
exemplary Diligence, and Impatience .of Neg- 
let, in others, had in the Reformation of 
this Evil, ought in Juſtice to be remember'd ; 
and let my own Vanity here take Shame, to it- 
ſelf, when I confeſs, That had I had half his 
Application, I ſtill think I might have ſhewn 
myſelf twice the Actor, that in my higheſt 
State of Favour, I appear'd to be. But, if I 
have any Excuſe for that Neglect (a Fault, 
which if I loved not Truth, I need not have 
mentioned) it is that ſo much of my Attention 
was taken up in an inceſſant Labour to guard 
againſt our private Animoſities, and preſerve a 
Harmony, in our Menagement, that I hope, 
and believe, it made ample Amends, for what- 
ever Omiſſion, my Auditors might ſometimes 
know it coſt me ſome pains to conceal. But 
Nature takes care to beſtow her Bleſſings, with 
a more equal Hand than Fortune does, and is 
ſeldom known to heap too many upon one 
Man: One tolerable Talent, in an Individual, 

is enough to preſerve him, from being good for 
nothing; and, if that was not laid to my 
Charge, as an Actor, I have in this Light too, 

leſs to complain of, than to be thankful for. 
Before I conclude my Hiſtory, it may be ex- 
pected, I ſhould give ſome further ä 7 
| | theſe 
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theſe my laſt Cotemporaries of the Theatre, 


Wilks, and Booth, in their different aQting Ca- 

acities. If I were to paint them in the Co- 
3 66 they laid upon one another, their Ta- 
lents would not be ſhewn with half the Com- 


mendation, I am inclined to beſtow upon them, 


when they are left to my own Opinion. But Peo- 
ple of the ſame Profeſſion, are apt to ſee 
themſelves in their own clear Glaſs of Parti- 
ality, and look upon their Equals through a 
- Miſt of Prejudice. It might be imagin'd too, 
from the difference of their natural Tempers, 
that Wilks ſhould have been more blind, to 
the Excellencies of Booth, than Booth was to 
thoſe of Willis; but it was not ſo: Wills would 
ſometimes commend Booth to me; but when 
Wilks excell'd, the other was ſilent: Booth 
ſeem'd to think nothing valuable, that was 
not tragically Great, or Marvellous : Let that 
be as true, as it may; yet I have often thought, 
that from his having no Taſte of Humour 
himſelf, he might be roo much inclin'd to de- 
preciate the Acting of it in others. The very 
{light Opinion, which in private Converſati- 
on with me, he had of W:/kss acting Sir 
Harry Wildair, was certainly more, than could 
be juſtified; not only from the general Ap- 
plauſe that was againſt that Opinion _ 
Applauſe is not always infallible) but 
the viſible Capacity which muſt be allow'd 
to an Actor, that could carry ſuch ſlight Ma- 
terials to ſuch a height of Approbation : For 
though the Character of Wildair, ſcarce in 
1 280 MA 0 any 
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any one Scene will ſtand againſt a juſt Criti- 
ciſm; yet in the Whole, there are ſo man 
gay, and falſe Colours of the fine Gentleman, 
chat nothing but a Vivacity in the Perform- 
ance, proportionably extravagant, could have 
made them ſo happily glare, upon a common 
Audience. 

Wilks, from his firſt ſetting out, certainly 
form'd his manner of Acting, upon the Mo- 
del of Monſort; as Booth did his, on that of 
Betterton. But Haud paſſibus æquis 1 
cannot ſay, either of them came up to their 


Original. Wills had not that eaſy regulated 


Behaviour, or the harmonious Elocution of the 
One, nor Booth that Conſcious Aſpect of In- 
telligence, nor requiſite Variation of Voice, 
that made every Line the Other ſpoke ſeem 
his own, natural, ſelf-deliver'd Sentiment: Vet 
there is ſtill room for great Commendation 
of Both the firſt mentioned; which will not 
be ſo much diminiſh'd, in my having faid, 
they were only excell'd by ſuch Predeceſſors, 
as it will be raisd, in venturing to affirm, 
it will be a longer time, before any Succeſſors 
will come near them. Thus one of the great- 
eſt Praiſes given to Virgil is, that no Succeſſor 
in Poetry came ſo near Him, as He himſelf did 
to Homer. 

Though the Majority of Publick Auditors 
are but bad judges of Theatrical Action, and 
are often deceiv'd into their Approbation of 
what has no ſolid Pretence to it; yet, as 
there are no other appointed Judges to appeal 

to, 
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to, and as every ſingle Spectator has a Right | «+ | W 
to be one of them, their Sentence will be defini- 3 5 
tive, and the Merit of an Actor muſt, in ſome 
degree, be weigh'd by it: By this Law then, 
Wilks was pronounced an Excellent Actor; "2 
which if the few true Judges did not allow him J 
to be, they were at leaſt too candid to flight, 1 | 
or diſcourage him. Booth and he were Actors 
ſo directly oppoſite in their Manner, that, if 4 
j 
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either of them could have borrowed a little of 
the other's Fault, they would Both have been 
improv'd by it: If Wks had ſometimes too 
violent a Vivacity; Booth as. often contented "i 
himſelf with too grave a Dignity : The ( 
Latter ſeem'd roo much to heave up his Words, | | 
as the other to dart them to the Ear, with 
too quick and ſharp a Vehemence: Thus | 
Wilks, would too frequently break into the 
Time and Meaſure of the Harmony, by too | | 
many ſpirited Accents, in one Line; and Booth, A | 
by too ſolemn a Regard to Harmony, would | 
as often loſe the neceſſary Spirit of it: So | 
that (as I have obſery'd) could we have ſome- 
times rais'd the one, „and ſunk the other, they yy 
had both been nearer to the mark. Yet this 
could not be always objected to them: They . N 
had their Intervals of unexceptionable Excel- | 
lence, that more, than balanc'd their Errors, / 
The Maſter- piece of Booth was Othello: | 
There, he was moſt in Character, and ſeem- 
ed not more to animate, or pleaſe himſelf, 
in it, than his Spectators. Tis true, he ow- 
ed his laſt, and higheſt Advancement, to his 
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acting Cato: But it was the Novelty, and 
critical Appearance of that Character, that 
chiefly ſwell'd the Torrent of his Applauſe: 
For let the Sentiments of a declaiming Pa- 
triot have all the Sublimity, that Poetry ean 
raiſe them to; let them be deliver'd too, with 
the utmoſt Grace, and Dignity of Elocution, 
that can recommend them to the Auditor: 
Vet this is but one Light, wherein the Ex- 
cellence of an Actor can ſhine: But in Othello 
we may ſee him, in the Variety of Nature: 
There the Actor is carried through the diffe- 
rent Accidents of domeſtick, Happineſs, and 
Miſery, occaſionally torn, and tortur'd by the 
moſt diſtracting Paſſion, that can raiſe Terror, 
or Compaſſion, in the Spectator, Such are the 
Characters that a Maſter Actor would delight 
in; and therefore in Othello, I may ſafely aver, 
that Booth ſnew'd himſelf thrice the Actor, that 
he could in Cato. And yet his Merit in acting 
Cato need not be diminiſh'd by this Compa- 

riſon. 5 
Wilks often regretted, that in Tragedy, he 
had not the full, and ſtrpng Voice of Booth 
to command, and grace his Periods with : 
But Booth us'd to ſay, That if his Ear had 
been equal to it, Wilks had Voice enough to 
have ſhewn himſelf a much better Tragedian. 
Now though there might be ſome Truth in 
this; yet theſe two Actors were of ſo mixt 
a Merit, that even in Tragedy, the Superi- 
ority was not always on the ſame fide : In 
Sorrow, Tenderneſs, or Reſignation, Wilks 
plainly 
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plainly had the Advantage, and ſeem'd more 
pathetically te feel, look, and expreſs his Ca- 
lamity: But, in the more turbulent Tranſ- 
ports of the Heart, Booth again bore the Palm, 
and all Comperitors behind him. A Fact per- 
haps will ſet this Difference, in a clearer Light. 
I have formerly ſeen Wilks act Othello, and 
Booth the Earl of Eſſex, in which they both 
miſcarried: Neither the exclamatory Rage, 
or Jealouſy of the one, or the plaintive Diſ- 
treſſes of the other, were happily executed, 
or became either of them ; though in the 
contrary Characters, they were both excel- 
lent. 

When an Actor becomes, and naturally Looks 
the Character he ſtands in, I have often ob- 
ſerv'd it to have had as fortunate an Effect, and 
as much recommended him to the Approba- 
tion of the common Auditors, as the moſt cor- 
rect, or judicious Utterance of the Sentiments: 
This was ſtrongly viſible, in the favourable 
Reception Wilks met with in Hamlet, where I 
own the Half of what he ſpoke, was as pain- 
ful to my Ear, as every Line, that came from 
Betterton was charming; and yet it is not im- 
poſſible, could they have come to a Poll, but 
Wilks might have had a Majority of Admirers: 
However, ſuch a Diviſion had been no Proof, 
that the Præeminence had not ſtill remain'd in 
Betterton; and if I ſhould add, that Booth too, 
was behind Berterton in Othello, it would be 
ſaying no more, than Booth himſelf had Judg- 
ment, and Candour enough to know, and con- 
| 29 Mes G feſs. 
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feſs. And if both he, and Vils, are allow'd, 
in the two above-mention'd Characters, a ſe- 
cond Place, to fo great a Maſter, as Betterton, 
it will be a Rank of Praiſe, that the beſt Ac- 
_ ſince my Time, might have been proud 
of, 

I am now come towards the End of that 
Time, through which our Affairs had long 
gone forward in a ſettled Courſe of Proſperity. 
From the Viſible Errors of former Menage- 
ments, we had, at laſt, found the neceſſary 
Means to bring our private Laws, and Orders, 
into the general Obſervance, and Approbation 
of our Society: Diligence, and Neglect, were 
under an equal Eye; the one never fail'd of its 
Reward, and the other, by being very rarely 
excuſed, was leſs frequently committed. You are 
now to conſider us in our height of Favour, and 
ſo much in faſhion, with the politer Part of the 
Town, that our Houſe, every Saturday, ſeem'd 
to be the appointed Aſſembly of the Firſt La- 
dies of Quality: Of this too, the common 
SpeCtators were ſo well appriz'd, that for twen- 
ty Years ſucceſſively, on that Day, we ſcarce 
ever fail'd of a crowded Audience; for which 
Occaſion we particularly reſerv'd our beſt Plays, 
acted in the beſt Manner we could give them. 

Among our many neceſſary Reformations; 
what not a little preſerv'd to us the Regard of 
our Auditors, was the Decency of our clear 
Stage; from whence we had now, for many 
Years, ſhut out thoſe idle Gentlemen, who 
ſeem'd more delighted to be pretty Objects 

| them- 
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themſelves, than capable of any Pleaſure, from 
the Play : Who took their daily Stands, where 
they might beſt elbow the Actor, and come in 
for their Share of the Auditor's Attention. In 
many a labour'd Scene of the warmeſt Humour, 
and of the moſt affecting Paſſion, have I ſeen 
the beſt Actors diſconcerted, while theſe buz- 
Zing Muſcatos have been fluttering round their 
Eyes, and Ears. How was it poſſible an Ac- 
tor, ſo embarraſs'd, ſhould keep his Impatience, 
from entering into that different Temper which 
his perſonated Character might require him to 
be Maſter of ? | 

Future Actors may perhaps wiſh I would 
ſet this Grievance, in a ſtronger Light; and, 
to ſay the Truth, where Auditors are ill-bred, 
it cannot well be expected, that Actors ſhould 
be polite. Let me therefore ſhew, how far 
an Artiſt in any Science is apt to be hurt by 
any ſort of Inattention to his Performance. 
While the famous Corelli, at Rome, was 
playing ſome Muſical Compoſition of his own, 
to a ſelect Company in the private Apartment 
of his Patron-Cardinal, he obſerved, in the 
height of his Harmony, his Eminence was en- 
gaging, in a detachd Converſation; upon 
which he ſuddenly ſtopt ſhort, and gently laid 
down his Inſtrument : The Cardinal, ſurpriz'd 
at the unexpected Ceſſation, ask'd him, if a 
String was broke? To which, Corelli, in an 
honeſt Conſcience of what was due to his Mu- 
ſick, reply'd, No, Sir, I was only afraid I in- 
terrupted Buſineſs. His Eminence, who knew 
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that a Genius could never ſhew itſelf to Advan- 
tage, where it had not its proper Regards, took 
this Reproof in good Part, and broke off his 
Converſation, to hear the whole Concerto play d 
over again. | 

Another Story will let us ſee, what Effect a 
miſtaken Offence of this kind had upon the 
French Theatre; which was told me by a Gen- 
tleman of the long Robe, then at Paris, and 
who was himſelf the innocent Author of it. 
At the Tragedy of Zaire; while the celebrated 
Mademoiſelle Geſin was delivering a Soliloquy, 
this Gentleman was ſeiz'd with a ſudden Fit 
of Coughing, which gave the Actreſs ſome 
Surprize, and Interruption; and his Fit in- 
creaſing, ſhe was forced to ſtand filent ſo long, 
that it drew the Eyes of the uneaſy Audience 
upon him; when a French Gentleman leaning 
forward to him, ask'd him, If this Actreſs had 
given him any particular Offence, that he took 
ſo publick an Occaſion to reſent it? The Eng- 
liſh Gentleman, in the utmoſt Surprize, aſſured 
him, So far from it, that he was a particular 
Admirer of her Performance; that his Malady 
was his real Misfortune, and if he apprehend- 
ed any Return of it, he would rather quit his 
Seat, than diſoblige either the Actreſs, or the 
Audience. 

This publick Decency in their Theatre, I 
haye myſelf ſeen carried fo far, that a Gentle- 
man in their /econd Loge, or Middle-Gallery, 
being obſerv'd to ſit forward himſelf, while a 
Lady fate behind him, a loud Number of 
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Voices call'd out to him, from the Pit, Place dla 


Dame! Place a la Dame! When the Perſon ſo 
offending, either not apprehending the Mean- 


ing of the Clamour, or poſſibly being ſome 


John Trott, who fear'd no Man alive; the 
Noiſe was continued for ſeveral Minutes; nor 
were the Actors, though ready on the Stage, 
ſuffer'd to begin the Play, till this unbred Per- 
ſon was laugh'd out of his Seat, and had 
placed the Lady before him. 

Whether this Politeneſs, obſerv'd at Plays, 
may be owing to their Clime, their Complexion, 
or their Government, is of no great Conſe- 
quence; bur, if it is to be acquired, methinks 
it is pity our accompliſh'd Countrymen, who 
every Year, import ſo much of this Nation's 
gawdy Garniture, ſhould not, in this long 
Courſe of our Commerce with them, have 
brought over a little of their Theatrical Good- 
breeding too. | | 

I have been the more copious upon this 
Head, that it might be judg'd, how much it 
ſtood us upon, to have got rid of thoſe impro- 
per Spectators, I have been ſpeaking of: For 
\ whatever Regard we might draw by keeping 


5 them, at a Diſtance, from our Stage, I had ob- 


ſerved, while they were admitted behind our 
Scenes, we but too often ſhew'd them the 
wrong Side of our Tapeſtry; and that many a 
tolerable Actor was the leſs valued, when it 
was known, what ordinary Stuff he was 
made of, 29 WM 58 
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Among the many more diſagreeable Diſtreſ- 


ſes, that are almoſt unavoidable, in the Go- 
vernment of a Theatre, thoſe we ſo often 
met with from the Perſecution of bad Authors, 
were what we could never intirely get rid of, 
But let us ſtate both our Caſes, and then ſee, 
where the Juſtice of the Complaint lies. Tis 
true, when an ingenious Indigent had taken, 
perhaps, a whole Summer's Pains, znvita Mi- 
nerud, to heap up a Pile of Poetry, into the 
Likeneſs of a Play, and found, at laſt, the gay 
Promiſe of his Winter's Support, was rejected, 
and abortive, a Man almoſt ought to be a 
Poet himſelf, to be juſtly ſenſible of his Di- 
ſtreſs! Then, indeed, great Allowances ought 
to be made for the ſevere Reflections, he might 
naturally throw upon thoſe pragmatical Ac- 
tors, who had no Senſe or Taſte of good Writ- 
ing. And yet, if his Relief was only to be 
had, by his impoſing a bad Play upon a good 
Set of Actors, methinks the Charity that firſt 
looks at home, has as good an Excuſe for its 
Coldneſs, as the unhappy Object of it had a 
Plea for his being reliev'd, at their Expence, 
But immediate Want was not always confeſs'd 
their Motive for Writing; Fame, Honour, and 
Parnaſſian Glory had ſometimes taken a ro- 
mantick Turn in their Heads; and then they 
gave themſelves the Air of talking to us, in 
a higher Strain Gentlemen were not to be 
ſo treated! the Stage was like to be finely 
govern'd, when Actors pretended to be Judges 
of Authors, &c. But, dear Gentlemen! if they 
| | were 
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were good Actors, why not? How ſhould they 
have been able to act, or riſe to any Excel- "= 
lence, if you ſuppoſed them not to feel, or 
underſtand what 3 offer d them? Would | 
ou have reduc'd them, to the meer Mimickry | 
of Parrots, and Monkies, that can only prate, 
and play a great many pretty Tricks, without 
Reflection? Or how are you ſure, your Friend, 
the infallible Judge, ro whom you read your 
fine Piece, might be ſincere in the Praiſes he 
ave it? Or, indeed, might not you have 
; thought the beſt Judge a bad one, if he had "4 
diſliked it? Conſider too, how poſſible it might 
be, that a Man of Senſe would not care to 
tell you a Truth, he was ſure you would not 
believe! And, if neither Dryden, Congreve, „ 
Steele, Addiſon, nor Farquhar, (if you pleaſe) | 
ever made any Complaint of their Incapacity "0 
to judge, why is the World to believe the 
Slights you have met with from them, are | 
either undeſerved, or particular? Indeed! in- | 
deed, I am not conſcious that we ever did | 
you, or any of your Fraternity the leaſt In- | 
Juſtice! Vet this was not all we had to ſtrug- | 
gte with; to ſuperſede our Right of rejecting, 
the Recommendation, or rather Impoſition of 
ſome great Perſons (whom it was not Prudence 
to diſoblige) ſometimes came in, with a high 
Hand, to ſupport their Pretenſions; and then, 
cout que cout, acted it muſt be! So when the 
ſhort Life of this wonderful Nothing was over, 
the Actors were, perhaps, abus'd in a Preface, 
for obſtructing the Succeſs of it, and the | 
| | " 60 1 Is Town ” | 
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Town publickly damn'd us, for our private 
Civility. 

I cannot part with theſe fine Gentlemen 
Authors, without mentioning a ridiculous D/ 


graccia, that befel one of them, many Years 


ago: This ſolemn Bard, who, like Bays, on- 
ly writ for Fame, and Reputation; on the ſe- 
cond Day's publick Triumph of his Muſe, 
marching in a ſtately full-bottom'd Perriwig 
into the Lobby of the Houſe, with a Lady of 
Condition in his Hand, when raiſing his Voice 
to the Sir Fopling Sound, that became the Mouth 
of a Man of Quality, and calling out--- Hey ! 
Box-keeper, where is my Lady ſuch-a-one's 
Servant, was unfortunately anſwer'd, by honeſt 
Jobn Trott, (which then happen'd to be the 
Box-keeper's real Name) Sir, we have diſ- 
miſs d, there was not Company enough to pay 
Candles. In which mortal Aſtoniſhment, ic 
may be ſufficient to leave him. And yet had 
the Actors refus'd this Play, what Reſentment 
might have been thought roo ſevere for them ? 

Thus was our Adminiſtration often cen- 
ſured for Accidents, which were not in our 
Power to prevent: A poſſible Caſe, in the 
wiſeſt Governments. If therefore ſome Plays 
have been preferr'd to the Stage, that were 
never fit to have been ſeen there, let this be 
our beſt Excuſe for it. And yet, if the Me- 
rit of our rejecting the many bad Plays, that 

reſs'd hard upon us, were weigh'd againſt 
the few, that were thus impoſed upon us, our 
Conduct, in general, might have more Amend- 
a ments 
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ments of the Stage to boaſt of, than Errors to 
anſwer for, But it is now Time to drop the 
Curtain. 5 5 
During our four laſt Vears, there happen'd 
ſo very little unlike what has been ſaid be- 
fore, that I ſhall conclude with barely men- 


tioning thoſe unavoidable Accidents, that drew 
on our Diſſolution. The firſt, that for ſome 


Years had led the way to greater, was the 
continued ill State of Health, that render'd 
Booth incapable of appearing on the Stage. The 
next was the Death of Mrs. Oldfield, which 


happen'd on the 23d of October, 1730, About 


the ſame Time too Mrs. Porter, then in 
her higheſt Reputation for Tragedy, was loſt 
to us, by the Misfortune of a diſlocated Limb, 
from the overturning of a Chaiſe. And our 


laſt Stroke was the Death of Wilks, in Sep- 


tember, the Year following, 1737] 


Notwithſtanding ſuch irreparable Loſſes; 


whether, when theſe favourite Actors were 
no more to be had, their Succeſſors might 
not be better born with, than they could poſ- 
fibly have hop'd, while the former were in 
being; or that the generality of Spectators, 
from their want of Taſte, were eaſier to be 
pleas'd, than the few that knew better: Or 
that, at worſt, our Actors were ſtill preferable 
to any other Company, of the ſeveral, then 
ſubſiſting: Or to whatever Cauſe it might be 
imputed, our Audiences were far leſs abated, 
than our Apprehenſions had ſuggeſted. So 
that, though it began to grow late in Life 


\ TS. V. 


4 WH * : with 


487 


1 — — — — 
- 2 W * 


re 'SCarc v 


Public atlons 


4 — > 4 1 I y 
a Li _ —_— 5 
* 1 =_ $7 = * ” wal. 1 7 1 
o 6 1 F * 
7 =_ 
x 9 


The Life of Mr. Col LEVY CB BER, Ge. 


with me; having ſtill Health, and Strength 


enough, to have been as uſeful on the Stage, 
as ever, I was under no viſible Neceſſity of 


quitting it: But ſo it happen'd that our ſur- 


viving Fraternity having got ſome chimærical, 
and as I thought, unjuſt Notions into their 
Heads, which though I knew they were 
without much Difficulty ro be ſurmounted; 
I choſe not, at my time of Day, to enter in- 
to new Contentions; and, as I found an In- 
clination in ſome of them, to purchaſe the 
whole Power of the Patent into their own 
Hands; I did my beſt, while I ſtaid with them, 
to make it worth their while to come up to 
my Price; and then patiently ſold out my 
Share, to the firſt Bidder, wiſhing the Crew, 


1 had left in the Veſſel, a good Voyage. 


What Commotions the Stage fell into, the 
Year following, or from what Provocations, 


the greateſt Part of the Actors revolted, and 


ſet 5 for themſelves, in the little Houſe, in 
the Hay- Market, lies not within the Promiſe 


of my Title Page to relate: Or as it might 


ſet ſome Perſons living, in a Light, they poſ- 
ſibly might not chuſe to be ſeen in, I will 
rather be thankful, for the involuntary Fa- 
vour they have done me, than trouble the 
Publick, with private Complaints of fancied, 
or real Injuries. 
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COLLEY CIBBER. 


THOUGH every poet- laureat must be expected to attract a consider- 
able portion of envy, few have been so severely handled as this ingenious 
man. He was born at London, November 6, 1671; and was the son 
of Caius Gabriel Cibber, a native of Holstein, and a very eminent sculp- 
tor, who executed the celebrated basso relievo on the pedestal of the 
Monument, and the matchless figures of the raving and the melancholy 
Maniacks, over the gates of Bethlehem Hospital. 

Having received a respectable education, at the free-school of Gran- 
tham, in Lincolnshire, he was preparing for the university, being in- 
tended for the church; but the Revolution of 1688, happening at this 
time, and his father being employed, with other artists, at Chatsworth, 
he was induced to take up arms in favour of the Prince of Orange, un- 
der the Earl of Devonshire. 

He had, however, early felt an inclination for the stage; and in this 
he soon found means to indulge, though at the slender salary of ten 
Shillings a week. By the recommendation of Congreve, he performed 
the part of Lord Touchwood, in the Double Dealer; and, afterwards, 
that of Fondlewife, in the Old Batchelor. He now began to rise into 
notice; and, having written his first play, Love's Laſt Shift, he so 
well performed Sir Novelty Fashion, that he was ever after considered 
as the first fop on the _ | 

The Careless Husband has always been esteemed Cibber's best play; 
and the character ef Lord Foppington his best performance: but the 
Nonjuror, acted in 1717, proved by far the most lucrative, since it pro- 
cured him an immediate present of 200], from George I. as well as the 
laureatship from George II. in 1730. At this period, he quitted the 
stage; though, having become manager, he occasionally appeared, par- 
ticularly ug own tragedy of Papal Tyranny, acted in 1744, when 
he was upwards of _ He survived till December 12757. 

Cibber collected such of his ng; >> as he thought worth preserving, 
and published them in 2 vols. 4to. His letter to Pope, charges that poet's 
rancour to the account of the Nonjuror; Fielding has fastened on his 
Apology for his own Life. The latter, we suspect, had experienced 
some dramatick oy perm which he ascribed to Cibber. 

That nothing can be more insipid than our laureat's odes, we do not 
feel inclined to deny; nor will we contend, that he has any farther 
claim to be considered as a poet, than what is derivable from the crea- 
tive faculty manifested in some of his comedies. Envy's self must ac - 
knowledge, that such characters could not have been conceived, dis- 
criminated, and drawn, without the presence of genius. 
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1 . 
The Companion to the Play-Houſe, 
(See p. 151.) gives the following Ac- 


| count and Anecdotes of u Tragedy of. 
Dennis. | 
| IBERTY ASSERTED. Trag. by ]. 
| Dennis, 4to. 1704.— This play 
was acted with great ſucceſs at the, 
theatre in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields and 
is dedicated to Anthony Henley, | 
' Eſq; to whom the author owns him- 
ſelf indebted for the happy hint upon 
| ewhich it was formed, —T he ſcene is 
laid at Agnie (which name, he ſays, 
for the ſake of a better ſound, he has 
alter'd to Angie) in Canada: And 
the plot an imagined one, from the 
wars carried on among the Indian na- 
tions. The extravagant and enthuſi- 
aſtic opinion Dennis himſelf had of the 
merit and importance of this piece, 
cannot be more properly e inced, an | 
by the following anecdotes ff * 1:3 
He imagined there were Toffie ſtrokes 
in it ſo ſevere upon the French nation, 
that they could never be enen and 
conſequently that Louis XIV. would 
not conſent to a peace with England, 
unleſs he was delivered up a ſacrifice to 
national reſentment. — Nay, ſo far did 
he carry this apprehenſion, that when 
the congreſs for the peace of Utrecht 
was in agitation, he waited on the 
duke of Marlborough, who had for- 
merly been his patron, to intreat his 
intereſt with the plenipotentiaries that 
they ſhould not conſent to his bein 
iven up.— Tlie duke, however, tol 
Fim with great gravity, that he was 
ſorry it was out of his power to ſerve 
him, as he really had no intereſt with 
any of the miniſters at that time, but 
added, that he fancied his caſe not to 


| 


carry him off, if he had not 


de quite ſo deſperate as he ſeemed to 
| agine, for that indeed he had ta- 


ken no care to get himſelf excepted | 
in the articles ef peace, and yet he 


could not help thinking that he had 
done the French almaſ as much damage 
a8 Mr. Dennis himſelf. 


A — 


| Another effect of this apprehenſion | 
prevailing with him is told as follows; 
that being invited down to a gentle- | 


man's houſe on the coaſt of Suſſex, 


where he had been very kindly enter- 
tained for ſome time; as he was one 
| day walking near the beach, he ſaw a 
' ſhip (ailing, as he imagined, towards 
him.-On which, taking it into his 
is way to Lon- 
don, without even taking leave of his 
| hoſt who had been ſo civil to him, but | 
on the contrary, proclaimed him to 
every, body as a traitor, who had de- 
coyed him down to his houſe only in 
| order to give notice to the French, who 
had fitted out a veſſel on paper to 
1m off uckily gif- 
covered their deſign. . Wy *15 
To theſe anecdoteF vf ſeflid 
critic, the Monthly Review of laft 
month, adds the following : | 
This is not unlike the apprehenſion 
which Dennis conceived, at a coffee- 
houſe in the Strand, in which he had 
once paſled a Saturday's evening, dur- 
ing the time of his being obliged to 
live within the verge of the court. He 
had ſtrayed beyond his limits; and be- 
ing ſeated in a box, oppoſite to a gen- 
tleman, whoſe countenance he diflik- 
ed, —he fat, with the higheſt unpati- 
ence and follicitude, till the clock 
ſtruck twelve : when he 3 
crying out, © Now fir! Be ye bailiff, 
or be ye devil, I fear ye not !” X 
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In the 


o morrow being Tueſday, the Sixth Day of November, 1 705, 
ill be preſented, A New Comedy call'd, 


Te CONFEDERACY. 


ith leveral Entertainments of DANCING by the 


Famous Monſieur DESB ARQUES and others, 
- ' Newly Arrivd from PARIS. 


& flies Five Shillings, Pit Three Shillings, Firſt Gallery Two Shilings. 
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0 Money to be Return'd after the Curtain is Drawn up. Beginning exactly at Five of the Clock. 


By Her Majeſty's Servants. | | V I V A T R E GI N A. 
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CAVE UNDERHILL. 


Cave UNDERHILL had the felicity of being a cotemporary 
actor with Betterton ; and playing the principal Grave-digger to 
that excellent performer's © Prince of Denmark,” Colley Cibber, who 
knew him personally, commends him highly for his acting in several 
characters of a different cast, and requiring a versatility of talent, 
to fill them properly, and with effect. —He continued on the stage 
a long time; longer, indeed, than he should have done, as his powers 
were considerably diminished during the last years of his perform- 
ance there. Steele, whose benevolence was always alive, kindly 
announced Underhill's last benefit in his popular paper of the 
Tattler,“ in order to procure him a full attendance, and to ensure 
all the advantages that the theatre could afford him, The play of 
Hamlet was fixed on, that he might have the opportunity of taking 
his leave of the town, by appearing in a favourite character, that of 
the Grave-digger; but no wonder that he failed in his powers of 
playing, when the powers of life itself, were almost extinguished. 
The recollection of what he had been, prevailed over what he then 
was, and his infirmities were dismissed with pity. He lived for a 
short time after, a pensioner on the theatrical superannuated fund, 
and died at a very great age; but the particular time is not ascer- 
tained, though the date of Steele's paper was probably a short 
period preceding it. 

Tony Aston, in his Brief Supplement to Cibber's Life, gives the 
following severe critique on Underhill, and his performance: Cave 
Underhill, he says, though not the best actor in precedence, was 
more admired by the actors, than the audience; there being no 
rivals in his dry, heavy, downright way in low comedy. His parts 
were, the First Grave-digger in Hamlet; Sancho Pancha, in the 
first part of Don Quixotte; Ned Blunt, in the Rover; Jacomo, in 
the Libertine; and the Host in the 4 : all which were dry, 
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CAVE UNDERUILL. 


Cave UNDERHILL had the felicity of being a cotemporary 
actor with Betterton ; and playing the principal Grave-digger to 
that excellent performer's Prince of Denmark,” Colley Cibber, who 
knew him personally, commends him highly for his acting in several 
characters of a different cast, and requiring a versatility of talent, 
to fill them properly, and with effect. —He continued on the stage 
a long time; longer, indeed, than he should have done, as his powers 
were considerably diminished during the last years of his perform- 
ance there. Steele, whose benevolence was always alive, kindly 
announced Underhill's last benefit in his popular paper of the 
Tattler,“ in order to procure him a full attendance, and to ensure 
all the advantages that the theatre could afford him, The play of 
Hamlet was fixed on, that he might have the opportunity of taking 
his leave of the town, by appearing in a favourite character, that of 
the Grave-digger; but no wonder that he failed in his powers of 
playing, when the powers of life itself, were almost extinguished. 
The recollection of what he had been, prevailed over what he then 
was, and his infirmities were dismissed with pity. He lived for a 
short time after, a pensioner on the theatrical superannuated fund, 
and died at a very great age; but the particular time is not ascer- 


0 tained, though the date of Steele's paper was probably a short 


period preceding it. 

Tony Aston, in his Brief Supplement to Cibber's Life, gives tlie 
following severe critique on Underhill, and his performance: Cave 
Underhill, he says, though not the best actor in precedence, was 
more admired by the actors, than the audience; there being no 
rivals in his dry, heavy, downright way in low comedy. His parts 
were, the First Grave-digger in Hamlet; Sancho Pancha, in the 
first part of Don Quixotte; Ned Blunt, in the Rover; Jacomo, in 
the Libertine; and the Host en : all which were dry, 


heavy characters, except Jacomo, in which, when he aimed at any 

archness, he fell into downright insignificance. He was about fifty 

years of age, at the latter end of king William's reign, about six 

feet high, long, and broad faced, and something more corpulent 

than this author; his face very like the Homo Sylvestris, or Cham- 

panza; for his nose was flattisgh and short, and his upper lip very 

long and thick, with a wide mouth, and short chin, a churlish 

voice, and awkward action (leaping often up with both legs at a 

time, when he conceived any thing waggish, and afterward hug- 
ging himself at the thought). He could not enter into any serious 
character, much less attempt tragedy; and was the most confined 
actor I ever saw. He was obliged to Mr. Betterton for thrusting 
him into the character of Merry-man, in his Wanton Wife, or 
Amorous Widow, but, without art, Cave was too much of a Dull- 
man. His chief achievement was in Lolpoop, in the Squire of 
Alsatia, where it was impossible for him to deviate from himself; 
but he did great injustice to Sir Sampson Legend, in Love for Love; 
unless it had been true that the knight had been bred a hog-driver. 
In short, Underhill was far from being a good actor, as appeared 
by the late Ben Jonson's assuming his parts of Jacomo, the 
Grave-digger in Hamlet, and Judge Grypus in Amphytrion. I know 
Mr. Underhill was much cry'd up in his time; but I am so stupid 
as not to know why.” | 


Notwithstanding Aston's remarks, it evidently appears there was 
more spleen than discernment in his censure on Underhill's per- 


formance, in respect to what the actor might have been in the 
zenith of his dramatic career, as Cibber abundantly proves him to 


have been an actor far abqve mediocrity. 
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AN Enterthinment by Mr. CL;&N C H' of 
, net, who imitates the Flute; Doyble Curtel, the 
Voices, the Horn, Huntſman and Back of Hounds, the 
or, the Old Woman, the Drupken- Man, the Bells: All Ind 
ments are performed by his 'naural voice. To which is added 
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any thing on a Saturday, but what ſhall have 
ſome Analogy to the Duty .of the Day en- 
ſuing. It is an unſpeakable Pleaſure to me, 
that 1 have lived to ſee the Time wherein 1 
can obſerve ſuch a Law to my ſelf, and yet turn 
my Diſcourſe upon what is done at the Play- 
Houſe. 
ing to mention the Tragedy of CATO. The 
ptincipal Character is moved by no Conſidera- 
tion, but reſpe@ to that ſort of Virtue, the Senſe 
of which is retained in our Language under 
the Word Pablick-Spirit. All Regards to his Do- 
meſtick are wholly laid aſide, and the Heroe is 
drawn as having, by this Motive, ſubdued Inftinct 
it ſelf, and taking Comfort from the Diſtreſſes of 
his Family, which are brought upon them by their 
Adherenceto the Caufe of Truth and Liberty, There 
is nothing uttered c Cato but what is wotthy the 
| the Sentiments which ate given 

him, are not only the moſt warm for the Conduct 
of this Life, but ſuch as we may think will not need 
to be eraſgd, but confiſt with the Happitiels of the 
Human Soul in the next. This illuſtrious Chara- 
Ger has its proper Influence on all below it; the 
other virtuous Perſonages are, in their Degree, as 
worthy and as exemplary as the Principal; the Con- 
duct of the Lovers, (who are more. warm, tho' 
more diſcreet, than ever yet appeared on the Stage) 
has in it a conſtant Senſe of the great Cataſtrophe 
which was expected from the Approach of Ceſar. 
But to fee the Modeſty of a Heroine, whoſe Coun- 


[| Have made it a Rule to my ſelf not to Publiſh 


try and Family were at that time in the moſt im- 
minent Danger, preſerv'd, while ſhe breaks out into 


the molt fond and open Expreſſions of her Paſſion 
for her Lover, is an Inſtance of no uncommon Ad- 
dreſs, Again, to obſerve the Body of a gallant 


- young Man brought before us, who, in the Bloom 


(Price T'wo Pence.) 
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of his Youth, in the Defence of all that is Good 
and Great, had received numberleſs Wounds; 1 - 


ſay, tg,bdſetve that this Dead Vouth is introduced 
onl the Example of his Virtue, and that his 
ſo Cireamiſtantiated, that we are ſatiſ- 
fied for all his Vittue, it was for the Good of 
the World, and his own Family, that his warm 
ha was not to be put upon further Tryal, but 
his Task of Life ended while it was yet virtdous, 
is an Employmetit worthy the Conſideration ot out - 
young Britour. We are obliged to Authors, that can 
do what they will with us, that they do not * | 
Affections and Paſſions againſt our ſelves, but to 
make us ſo ſnon refigned to the Death of Aaraus 
of whom we were ſo fond, is a Power that would be 
———— lodged in a Man without the love of 
irtue. N No 
Were it not that I fpeak on this Occaſion, tather 
as a Guardian that a Critick, I could proceed to 


the Examination of the Juſtneſs of each Character, 


and take Notice that the Numidian is as well drawn + 
as the Roman. There is not an Idea in all the Patt of 
Syphax, which does not apparently arife from the Ha- 
dits which grow it the Mind of an African; and the 
Scene between Fuba and his General, where they talk 


for and agaitiſt a liberal Education, is fall of InftruQi- 


oH: Syphas urges all thatcan be faid againſt Philoſo- 
phy, ãs it is made ſabſervientto itt Ends by Men Who 
abuſe their Talents; and Jubu ſers the lefs Excel- 
lencies of Activity, Labour; Patience of Hunger, and 
Strength of Body, which are the adimired Qualifica- 
tions of a Namidian, ih their proper Subordination 
to the Accompliſnmems of the Mind.” Nut this 
Play is ſo well recommended by others, that I will 
not for that, and ſome private Reaſons, enlarge any 
farther, Dt. Garth has very agreeably rallyed the 
Mercenary Traflick between Men and Women of this 
Age in the Epilaguce by Mrs, Porter, * ; 
; Ac. 


. 


Lucia, And Mr. Pope has prepared the Audierice 
or a new Scene of Paſſion and Tranſpotrt on a 
nor noble Fouudation than they have before been 


ehtertajned with, in the; Prologue, 1 ſhall take the \ 


Liberty to gratifie the Impatience of the Town by: 
inſerting theſe two excellent Pieces, as Earneſts o 
the Work it ſelf, which will be Printed within few 
Days. x 


PROLOGUE to CAT O. 
By Mr. OP E. 
Spoken by Mr. Wilks. 


1 wake the Soul by tender Strokes of Art, 

To raiſe the Genius, and to mend the Heart; 
To make Mankind in conſcious Virtue bold, 1 
Live ver each Scene, and be what they beholdd: 
For this the Tragic- Muſe firſt trod the Stage, 
Commanding Tears to ſiream thro' every Age; 

' Tyrarts nv morè their Savage Nature -kept, 
Aud Fies ta Virtue wonder d bow they wept. 
Our Aut hur fours by vulgar Springs to mae 
The Hero's Glory, or the Hirgius Love, 
In puying Love we but our Weakneſs jþ 
Aua wild Ambition well deſerves its Moc. 
Here Tears fall flow from ,a more gen'rous Canſe, 
Such Tears as Patriots ſhed for dying Laus: 
He bids your Breaſts with Ancient Ardor riſe, 


Ad calls forth Roman Drops from Britiſh Eyes, 


. Virtue confeſid in human Shape. he draws, 
bat Plato thought, and Goa-like Cato war. 
No common Object to your Sight diſplays ; 
But what with Pleaſure Heav'n itſelf ſurveys. 
A brave Man ſiruggliug in the Storms «f Fate, 
And greatly fulling with a falling Stute. 
White Cato gives his little Senate Laws, : 
- What Buſord beats not in his Country's Cauſe? 
l bo fees bim act, bat exvies ev'ry Ded? 
liſho hears him groan, and does not wiſh to bleed? 
E' when proud Ceſar, 'midſt triumpbal Cars, 
Ire Spuils f Nations, and the Pomp of Wars, 
' Jenobly vain, and imputently great. 
+ $how'd Rome her Cato's Figare drawn in State; 
A, ber dead Father's rev'rend * paſt, 

The Pomp was darken'd, and the Day vercaſt, 
The Iriumpb ceas'd -— Tears guſb d 105 ev'ry Eye; 
The World's great Vidor paſt unheeded by; 
Her y good Man dejeded Rome ador'd, | 
nd hononr'd Calar's leſs chan Cato's Sword. 

Britains attend: Be Worth like this approv'd, 
And ſhoο you babe the Virtue to be mov'd. 

With boneſt Scorn the firſt fam'd Cato view'd ; 
Rome learning Arts from Greece, whom. fhe ſubdy'd. 
Our Scene. precariouſly ſubfiſts too long | 

On French Jranſlation, end ltalian Song: 

Dare to have Senje your ſelves, ajſert the Stage, 

Be jnjliy ij, with your own Native Kage, 


⁊ 


Be ſpightful — and believe the thing we Jay; 


Ti beſt repenting in a Coach an = 
Blame not our Cundudt, ſince we but purſue” 
- Thoſe lively Leſſons we have learn d from you : 
Var Breaſts no more the Fire of Beauty warms, 


+ 


Such Plays alone ſhould leaſe a Britiſh Ear, 
As Cato's ſelf had not diſdain'd to hear. 


EPILOGUE tw-CA4TO. 
By Dr. G AR TH. 
Spoken by Mrs. Porter. 


FT H AT odd fantaſtick Things we Women do! 

i hu umu d not liſten when young Lovers woo? 
Mat! die a Maid, yet have the Choice of Two! 
Ladies are often cruel to theix Cuſt, 0 
To give you Pain, themſelves they puniſh moſt. 
Vows of Virginity ſhou'd well be weigh'd ; 
Too oft they're cancell'd, tho) in Convents made. 
Wonu'd you revenge ſuch raſh Reſulves —- you may 
We hate you when you're eaſily ſaid Nay. 6 
Hou veclleſs if 5 knew 5 — 3 Fears? 
Let Love have Eyes, and Beauty will have Ears, 


Dur Hearts are form'd, as you your. ſelves won'd chuſe, 


Too proud to ast, too hnmble to refaſe: 


Me give to Merit, and to I calth we ſell, 


He fighs with moſt Succeſs that ſettles well, 
The Woes of Wedluck with the Joy: we mix ; 


JIN, 


But wicked Wealth uſurps the Power of Charms; 
What Pains to get the Gaudy Thing you hate, 

To ſwell in Show, and be a WWretch in State! 

At 9 you ogle, at the Ring you bow ; 

Even Churches are no Sanctuaries now, 

There Golden Idols all your Vuws receive; 

She is no Goddeſs who has nought to give. 


Ol, may ance more the happy Age appear, 


When Wards were artleſs, and the Soul fincere ; 


ii ben Gold and Grandeur were unenvy'd things, 


And Crowns leſs coveted than Groves and Springs. 
Love then ſhall only mourn when Truth complains, 
And Conſtancy feel Tranſport in its Chains. 
Sighs with Succeſs their own ſeft Anguiſh tell, 

nd Eyes ſhall utter what the Lips conceal: 
Virtze again ts its bright Station climb, 
Ard Beauty fear no Evemy but Time, 
The Fair: jhall liſten to Deſert alone, 
And every Lucia find a Cato's Son, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


This Day is Publiſh'd, The Second Edition of 
A Practical Expoſition of the Beatitudes, in the Firſt 


Part of Our Savicur's Sermon, on the Mount, By James Caidiner, 
M. A, Sub-Nean of I tacouly, Printed tor Bernd Lintott at che 

- Cruſ& Keys burween the Two Tea'ple Gates in Fleer-ftreer. Price 
11, 64, | 


EEC 


LONDON: Printed for 7. 
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Tonſon in the Straud; and Sold by 


A. Baldwin in Warwick-Lan:' 3 where Advertiſements are taken in. 1713. 
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Tueſday, May 19. 1713. 


of em can take it ill that 1 give the Pre- 

ference to the Leters which come from a 
Learned Body, and which on this occaſion may not 
improperly be termed the Plauſus Academici. The 
firſt is from my Lady Lizard's youngeſt Son, who 
N 1 N in a former Precantion) is Fellow 
of All. Svult, and applies himſelf to the Study of 
Divinity. 


S M &, 1 6D 
c] Return you Thanks for your Preſent of Cato: 
| @ I have read it over ſeveral times with the 
« preateſt Attention and Pleaſure imaginable : You 
hs Gefire to know my Thoughts of it,. and at the 
© ſame time compliment me upon my Knowledge 
© of the Ancient Poets; perhaps you may not allow 
c me to be a good Judge of them, when I tell you, 
© that the Tragedy of Cato exceeds, in my Opinion, 
© any of the Dramatick Pieces of the Ancients. But 
© thoſe are Books I have ſome time ſince laid by, be- 
© ing, as you know, engaged in the Reading of Di- 
© vinicy, and converſant chiefly in the Poetry of the 

truly Inſpired Mriters. ] ſcarce thought any Mo- 


— HE Tragedy of Cato has encreaſed the 
1 number of my Oorreſpondents, but none 


1 


dern Tragedy would have mixed ſuitably with ſuch. 


c 
c 
« ſerious Studies, and little imagined to have found 
© ſuch exquiſite Poeuy, much leis ſuch exalted Sen- 
© timents of Virtue in the Dramatick Performance 
© of a Cotemporary. 

< How elegant, juſt and virtuous is that RefleQi- 
on of Portins? 


The Ways of Hieav'x are dark and intricate, 
Puzzled in Mazes, and perplext with Errors; 
Oar Underſtanding zraces *em in vain, 

Loſt and bewilder'd in the fruitleſs Search ; 


Nor ſees with how mach Art the Windings run, 
Nor where the Regular Confufion ends. 


© Cato's Soliloquy at the beginning of the fifth Act 
is inimitable. as indeed is almoſt every thing in. the 


* 


* fairs, he an wers, In «| 


* ſhown in giving them (as you tell me) ſuch loud 
* and repeated Applauſes. They have now cleared 
* themſelves of the Imputation which a late Writer 
had thrown upon em in his od, Selon. Give 


me leave to tranſeribe his Words, 
In the 


firſt Scene of Terunseis Play, the Self 
« 28 when ont of the old Men ewes 165 
„ other of tinence for 2 in his Af- 
| | „ und ranntr bel, 

« feeling any Sorrow, that can units ar May. It is 
laid this Sentence was received With Univerſal 
* 1 Ibere cannot de a greater Argument 
«* of the general good Underſtmding of a People, 
than a ſuddeh Conſent to give their Approbation 
< of a Sentiment Which has no Rmotian in ft. 

„If it were ſpoken with never ſo gteat Skill in 
the Actor, the mautier of utteting that Sentence 
could have nothing in it which coatd ſtrike any 
« bar People of the greateſt. Hommiley, nay People 
* elegant and skillfyl in Ob&rviefons aptm it. It 
« js pothble he might dave ld bis Hand on his 
« Brealt, and with a Winning InQwinion in his 
« /Zountenance, expreſſed to his Ne tr, chat he 
* was a Man who made his Cafe hid dn; yet P11 
d engage a Player inGovent»Gardawmipht hit Tuth an 
Attitude a thouſand times before he would have 
* been regarded. Theſe Obſervations, in favour 
* of the Roma People, may now be very juſtly 
* apply'd to our Own Nation. | « 


Here will I bold, If there's a Pow! ab 
= _ _ 3 0 Nature cries 8 ns 
ough an ber Works) He muſt delight in Nb: 
And that which He e 3 I 75 


This will be allowed, I hep, to be as viery- 
* ous a Sentiment as that which be, quotes out of 
6 Terence; and the general Applauſe. with: which 
: mo: ſay) it was receiv'd, muſtſcertainiy ina 
* Writer (notwithſtanding his great Aſſurance in 


* pronouncing upon our fi Taſte) alter his Opini- 
1 ſte) alter his Opini 


ountrymen. 


i. 
| 
' 


{OT However d 


A * 
* 


\ 


= : A 


eretit in other Things bur 


© are our Hearts warmed by this excellent Tragedy 
* with the Love of Liberty and our Confticution ? 


. * How irreſiſtible is Virtue in the Character of Care? 
Wo. Who wou'd not ſay with the Namidian Ptinteto 


*, * i | 
Il gaze for eur. on thy Godlike Father, 
Tranſplanting, one by one, into my Life 
His bright Perfedtions, till I ſhine like bim. 
MT nay her ſelf received not ſo great Advantages 
from her Patriot, as Britain will from this admi- 
* rable Repreſentation of him; our Britiſßhʒ Cato 
_ © improves our Language as well as our Morals, 


nor will it be in the Power of Tyrants to rob us 
of him, (or, to uſe the laſt Line of an Epigram to 


© the Author) 
| In vain your Cato ſtabs, be cannot die. 


Ian, STR ; 
| Wur moſt Oblig'd, 
- Qxon. All- * 
Souls Col. _ Humble Servant, 
May 6. * 
i William Lizard, 


De hs 
Mr. Io SIDE, 


f — he Rehearſal of Pla 

„of yours, who, at the Rehearſal of a new Play, 
4 AT at 2 of his | 

\ to.prepolſleſs the Town in its 
+ you. very pragaatly waited. till the T 
Cato had ga univerſal and irreſiſtible Applauſe, 
and then with Bolqneſs ventured to pro- 
* nounce your Opinion of it to be the ſame with 
«Fa of all Mankind. I'll leave you to conſider 
whether ſuch a Conduct becomes nGuardian, who 
© ovght,to: point aut to us proper Entertainments, 
« ayd inſtruct us when to w our Applauſe. 
e [fowever in ſo plain a Caſe, we did not wait 
© for your Directions; and muſt tell you, that none 


avour; whereas 


* 


hete were earlier or louder in their Praiſes of Cato, 


than we at Crit Church, This may, I hope, con- 

vince you, that we don't deſerve the Character 
© (which envious dull Fellows give us) of allow- 
© ing no Body to. have Wit or s but thoſe of 
© our own Body, eſpecially when 1 let you know 
© that we are many of us 


Ii. 


Humble Servants. 
To N- neh kü, 9 v0) 


5 At. In N81 DE, Oxon, Wad. Col, May 7. 

\T7ERE: ue S. of the Muſes filent, while 
W Lenden is ſa loud in — Applauſe of 
0 the Univerſity's Title to that Name might 
very well be ſu — in P ty therefore 
$ to your Alus Mater, let the 
0 on of thar Tragedy here. 


orld know our 


etre in, to have had ſach a Work 


Oron. Chri- 
N Church, May 7. 

CY.OU are, I perceive, a very wary old Fellow, 
* — a A Brother-Writez | 


udgment, endeavour - 


redy of 


— 


- 
0 - 


1% we” 2 eie E 2%. 42s ut is. | 1 
refer dif Opini- - * The Authors ather Works had ralsd our Er- 

on may be, all Parties agree in doing Honour to 

- 4a Mani who is an Honour to our Country: How 


* peQation of it to a vety great Height, yet it ex- 
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ceeds whatever we could promiſe our ſelves from 


© ſo great @ Genius. 

* Ceſar will no longer be a Hero in out Decla- 
* mations: This Tragedy has at once ſtripp'd him 
* of all the Flattery and falſe Colours, which Hi- 


_ © ſtorians and the Claſſick Authors had thrown 


* ypon him, and we ſhall- for the future treat him 
© as a Murderer of the beſt Patriot of his Age, and 
© a Deltroyer of the Liberties of his Country. Ca- 


o, as repreſented in theſe Scenes, will caſt a 


_ * blacker Shade on the Memory of that Uſurper, 


than the Picture of him did upon his Triumph. 

Had 4his finiſh'd Dramatick Piece appeat'd ſome 

hundred Tears 

many. Centuties of Fame, and Monarchs had diſ- 

* dain'd to let themſelves be call'd by his Name. 

_ However, it will be an Honour to the Times we 

oduc'd 'in 

them, and a pretty Speculation for Po erity to obs» 

* ſerve that the Trayedy of Cato was acted with 
general Applauſe in 1713, 


6 few SIR, 


Vor moſt humble Ser vam, &c. 


% 


& 4 3% 4 ® 


d. N. B. There is Sold a Pyrated Edition of 
this Play, wherein are numberleſs graſs Eaults ' and 
ſeveral Scenes Joſt ous. The Edition . Publiſhed and 
Correell by the Author, and Printed for J. Tonſon, 
has a Head of Cato talen from an old Medal, Print- 
ed in the Title Page to diſting uiſb it from that which 
is Spuriout and Imperfelt. 


Juſt Publiſh'd,, New and Correct Editions 
ol the following Books, viz. 
Dryden Fables in one Volume, 8 vo. Dryden: Fuvenal and 
Milron's Paradiſe Regained, both m.12mo. Printed in Pocket 
Volumes, with an Elzever Letter, and adorned with Cuts de- 
d and engraved by the beſt Hands. Sold by Facob Tonſon at 
Shakeſprar's Head over- againſt Catherine-ftreet in theStrand. 


To be Sold by Auctio 


A Catalogue of curious Original Prints Draw - 
ings, Books, | dels, &c, being the Colle ion of Mr. Jacobus Welſon, 
late of Brba „Leiden, Painter, Deceaſed, for the Renefic tof his 
Child en, by the Execurt. r/ at the three Chairs the cyrner of the 
Little Puza, Covent Garden. The Sole will begin this Day at F 2 
Clock in the Evenitng, and fo continue till all are Sold, The Prints, 
Drawings, &c. are to be ſeen till the time of Sale, where Catalogues 
may be had gratis, 


394 Collection of extraordinary pictures by ſome 


the buſt Italian ani other Maſters, lately brought from beyond Sea, 

. and never expoſed to Sale before, vir, Cſeude Loraive, Caſtiglione, 
Pietro Teſla, Viviano, Titien, Andrea Del Serta, t Bott» 
Spaaiolet, Gerrard Dow, Rottenhamer, Biugbel, Seghe Leven, De- 


x Cefar would have loſt ſo 


neff, Teniers, will de gold by, Auſicn ut Mr. Gouge's lete Dwelling 


Houſe over the Toy-ſhop in the, little Piazza Covent Garden, to Mor- 
row being Wedneſdey the ock Ioftant z the P Aures may be ſeen this 
Day and to Morrow till the time qt wh which will begin «t 11 6 
Clock paeciſely, and they muſt b Sold off that Day, Caralogfes 
may be bad gratis at (the Place of Gale. 


4 1 
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| Tam alſo diverted from inſerting any farther Par - 


rere 


of this 


Fauſtus; that it is not in the leaſt deſign'd for an Imi- 


tation of the ancient Pantomimes, Harlequin, Scaramouch, 


that Words cannot give a full Idea of it. 

re BE 20 53 . 

AT the Drawing or the K 34 Dr. Fauſtus's Stu- 
dy is dilcovered ; the Doctor enters, pricks his Fin. 
ger, and with the Blood ſigns a Contract: It thun- 
ders ; and a Devil, riding on a fiery Dragon, flies 
ſwifily croſs the Stage: The Devil alights, receives 
the Contract, and embraces” Dr. Fauſtus, deli- 
vers him a Wand, and vaniſhes, Two Country- 
Men and Women enter to be toid their Fortunes; 
the Doctor waves his Wand, and four Pictures turn 


Machinery there is ſomething fa highly ſurprizing, 


our ot the Scenes oppoſite to. theſe Country People, 


repreſenting a Judge, a Soldier, a dreſfs'd Lady, an 
a Lady in a riding Habit: Dr. Fauſtus, by his Action, 


. g a 0 
„date e h Nele c We K 
+ Qur{ide ol a. banglyme, Howe, this, £ 


Women enter, as returning home; as they are going 


Mone; th Golintyſs | 
p their Waves, the Dodge 3 
) his Wand, Mur Devils enfer, the Men are füghesd, 


Men. a 


off the Doctor ſeizes that 
Men return to reſcue the; 


run up the Steps of the Houſe, clap their Backs a- 
gainſt the Door, the Front of the Houſe immedi- 
ately turns, and the Husbands are thrown out of the 
Stage; the Wives remain with the Doctor; and at the 
ſame Inſtant the Machine turns, a Supper ready dreſs'd, 
riles ſwiftly up, and a Devil is cransform'd into an 
agreeable Shape, who dances whilſt they are rega- 
ling, and then vaniſhes. The Husbands appear at 
the Window, threatening the Doctor, who by Art Ma. 
gick have large Horns fixed to their Heads, that they 
can neither get out nor in, Dr. Fauſtus and the Wo. 
men go our; he beckons the Table, and ir follows 
him off, The Scene changes to the Street, Punch, 


Scaramouch and Pierro enter in Scholars Gowns and 


Caps; they are invited into the Doctor's Houſe by 
a Devil : They enter, and the Scene changes to the 
Infide of the Houſe : The Doctor receives them kind. 


ly, and invites them to fit down to a Bottle of Wine; 


as they are drinking, the Table riſes; upon which they 


ſtart back affrighted : Then the Spirit of Helen riſes 
in a Chair of State, with a Canopy over her; She 
entertains them with a Dance, goes to her Scat a- 
ain, and ſinks, While the Scholars are drinking, 


the Doctor waves his Wand, and large Aſſes Ears 


appear, at once, upon each of their Heads, They 


; „1 
33 
1 — — _ 


4 


ch 
"ations 


b 


join in a Dance, each pointing and laughing at 


the others; the Doctor follows them out, pointin 
and laughing at them all. The Scene being chang'd 


to the Street, a Uſurer croſſes the Stage with a Bag. 


of Money, goes into the Doctor's Houle : the Scene 
opens and diſcoyers the Doctor at a Table; the Uſu- 
rer enters, lends the Doctor the Money, but refuſes 
his Bond, and demands a Limb of him 3 the Doctor 
ſuffers him to cut off his Leg, and carry it away. Se- 
veral Legs appear upon the Scene, and the Doctor 
ſtrikes a Woman's Leg with bis Wand, which im- 
mediately flies from the reſt, and fixes to the Doctors 
Stump, who dances with it ridiculouſly, A Bawd 
next enters witha Courtezan ; ſhe preſents her to the 
Doctor, for whom he gives the Bawd the Bag of 
Money; they all join in a Dance, and the Doctor 
is going off; the Bawd ſtops him to demand more 
Money; he bangs his Hat againſt the Scene and points 
to that, and goes out with his Miſtreſs, The Bawd. 
holds her Apron under the Hat, from whence a con- 
ſiderable Quantity of Silver drops; ſhe advances to 
the Front of the Stage with a great deal of Pleaſure, 
but going to review her Money, finds ſhe has none, 
and runs off, The Scene changes to the Street, 
four Watchmen enter, and join in a Dance adapted 
to their Character. The Scene opens and diſcovers 
the Doctor's Study, he enters aftrighted, the Clock 
Krikes One, the Figures of Time and Death appear, 
and in a ſhort Piece of Recitative declare his lateſt 
Minute is come. Several Devils enter, tear him in 


Pieces, ſome fly up, others fink, each bearing a Limb 


of him away ; Flaſhes of Fire ariſe, and Thunder 
is heard. 29 BY "353 | 
 'Thelaſt, which is'the grind Scene, whether proper 
or not, I ſhan't pretend to determine, is the moſt 
magnificent that ever appear'd upon the Engliſh Stage. 
The Gods and Goddeſſes diſcover'd there, are A. 
pollo, Mars, Mercury, Bacchus, Ceres, Iris, Hora, and 


. Pales, Apollo advances and ſings, inviting the Gods 


to revel, the Power of Fauſtus being at an end. 
The reſt of the Deities (Pale, excepted) advance, 
and dance agreeable to their ſeveral Characters, in 
the greateſt Order and Exactneſs. Apollo again ad- 
vances, and invites Diana to appear; upon which 
a Machine flies up and diſcovers Diana in her Cha- 


riot, the Creſcent in an Azure Sky hanging over her 


Head; fhe deſcends, beckons two Nymphs, who take 
her Bow and Quiver ; which dane: ſhe dances. They 
then all join in a Chorus of Singing and Dancing; 

* hich concludes the Entertainment. 5 


„ 7ſt publiſtid, 47 1521 
\ AN Exact Deſcription of the Two famed Entef. 
tainments of Harlequin Doctor Fauſtus; with the Grand 
aſque of the Heathen Deities : And the Necromancer, or Harle- 


ain Doctor Fauſtus. As now performed, in Groteſque Cha- 
cters, at both theatres. Containing the particular Tricks, In- 


e 

dents, Songs, Dances, Alterations, and Addicions, throughour 

th performances. Regularly adjuſted into diſtinct Scenes. With 
the Names of the perſons of both Dramas, Printed for T. Payne, 


at the Crown in Stationer's- ice Six; pence. 
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To the Author of the Britiſh Journal, 
SIR Eu wag 
TRE - * FT E R a long Retire- 


ment from London, a 


Return to a Place | was 
for ever: No ſooner 


Air, but a Remembrance of paſt Plea- 
ſures led me to a Deſire of ſeeing the 
publick Diverſions; and as not only the 
Number of Theatres were encreaſed, but 
their Prices, ſo were my Expectations e- 
qually rais d; and J doubted not but to find 
the Improvement of the Stage countenance 
its Encouragement. , *Y | 
But alas: how was I diſappointed, when 
I found the Rival Theatres contending who 
ſhould outdo each other in low Buffoonery, 
Mountebank Tricks, and Bartholomew. Fair 
Drollery. That this is owing to the vicious 
Taſt ol the Town, I hope needs no Argu- 
ment to prove: For it can never be « 


gin'd, that the Proprietors of either Theatre 


would voluntarily run into ſuch Expences. 


as muſt unavoidably attend theſe Enter- 
tainments, did they not perceive that the 
Genius of the People was degenerated, and 
that Plays which abound with Maſter- 
ſtrokes of Sentiment and Inſtruction, are 
now grown ſo irkſome to an Audience, that 
the beſt of Shakeſpear's Works, acted by 


the beſt Performers, will not fill a Houſe, | 


unleſs one of theſe *Pantomime Entertain- 
ments be tack'd to it. | 

I therefore cannot lay the Blame ſo much 
on the Players, as on the Encouragers of 
' theſe low and unman.; Diverſions ; for if 
they did not approve them,they would never 
flock to them in ſuch Numbers; which v ould 
foon oblige the Proprietors to reſtore the 
Stage to its Dignity and Standard, and ſuffer 
nothing to be exhibired, but -what ſhould 
(according to the true Intention of a Thea- 
tre) inſtruft, convince, and reform. 

But inſtead of this; it is at preſent the 
ſole Study of the Managers of each Houle, 
to add to the Corruption of Taſte, by hu- 
mouring the vitiated Palate of the Town, 
in ſetting afide all that is decent, manly and 
noble, and ſubſtituting what is mean, effe- 
minate and obſcene How. improper this 
is at a Seaſon when our Youth ſhould be in- 
ſpir'd by great and manly Notions, 1 leave 
any Man of Senſe to imagine: The Voice 
of War grows loud; ſhould not then our 
Scenes be maftial ? Should not the Hero 

ſhine? Our Youth be all alarm'd with 


7 in Hopes I had quitted 
DRIES! 1.4 I breath'd the Town 


| 
| 


- y_ 


ſibly applying to. the * 
Law. Suit compell'd my I 11 apply ing to, the towelt Faculties, and 


perform'd thoſe Parts, which are now ſup- 
-ply'd by ous beſt Comedians, and that 


moſt abſurd and inco..gruous : 


* * 3 5 on : « 8 

* 1 e 0 2 Ly * — 0 
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Wat have theſe idle Foolerier to-do a. 


mong us, but to enervate and fink” the 
Spirits of our Youth, to weaken the Un- 
derſtandings of Mankind by thus infen- 
ulling the nobler afleep ? By this means, 
the whole Study and Bent of the Peo- 
ple of England ſeems entirely perverted : 


Theſe ridiculous Amuſements are become 


the higheſt Entertainments; and Singers, 
Dancers, and Tumblers, are conſider d as 
Perſons of the laſt Importance. Learning 
is at a ſtand; and tis no Matter whether 
Arts and Sciences flouriſh or decay, fo 
theſe Entertainments are but kept up., 
Harlequin now is the only Wit in 
Vogue; and as our young Fellows always 
love to be in the Faſhion, ſo they are at 
preſent all Harlequins, or endeavour to ap- 
pear ſo, 

I cannot but obſerve, that theſe famous 
faſhionable Diverſions, are but the Rever- 


ſion of Seuthwark and Bartholomew Fair; | 


with this Difference only, that in former 
Days, the Wooden Machines of Mr. Powel 


what we could -formerly ſee fcr Six-pence, 
vo are now obliged to pay Five Shillings 
or. 

That theſe are truly Pantomime, I deny: 
There is neither Moral nor Fable in any 
of their Raree- Shows; what they aim at is 
To prove 
which, I appeal to the very Entertain- 
ments themſelves, a: printed, publiſhed, 
and ſold at both Theatr . | 

We grow impatien; at the beſt Soliquy 
or Scene in a good Way, and yet can fit 
whole Nights to ſee Harlequin play at Tag 
round the Scenes, and leap over Tables; 
the old Ae Tricks of Sorin and Baxter 
are now impoſed on us for new Inventions ; 
and by the: help of Flights, Trap-doors, 
Wires, and other Mountebank' Arcana, we 
are loſt in Admiration, and ſtare our ſelves 
out of our Senſes, . | | 

That the New Houſe has got the better 
of the Old in this ReſpeR, js already con- 
feſs d; and I hope the Managers of Drury- 
Lane will take care for the future how 


they engage ſo poor ao Antagoniſt as | 
on 


Mr. Rich, who has not only the whole 
Town, but all your Brother, 
his Side. 
[ therefore exhort the Managers of the 
Old Houſe, that they return to their Pri. 
mitive Purity and Decorum-of Action; 
let the beſt Plays of our beſt Poets be 
forthwith well got up, and the Parts well 


Chains e Conqueſ, Libor or Death ige they cannot then be rivalld, Fi 
| (Price Two Pence.) 39 | 1% e, 
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| true, our Children and Servants, and Peo- 
| gl — of the like Taſte, may go to Pupper- 
ſhows; but the ſolid and polite Part of 

Mankind, will ſtill make Audicnces for 
1 * ſublime Entertainments. . 
| If the Raree-ſhow Humour ſhould fo far 
i prevail, that our. beſt Comedians ſhould 
| play good Plays to thin Audiences, the 
own cannot blame them, if they retire 


| while they are well, while their Merits are 
| | yer freſh in the Memories of all who have 

| the lenft Regard to Politeneſs; nay. tho? 

| I ſhould be ſorry to ſee them leave off act- 
[- ing, 1 ſhould blame em if they did not 
| quit the Stage, rather than ſtand in Com- 

petition with Harlequin and Punchinello. 
I ſend you this, that you may not run 
into the <.ry of the Multitude, but dare to 
expoſe the Folly of prevailing Cuſtoms, and 
ſpare neither Friend nor Foe, when Truth - 
is in the Queſtion ; and on that Condition 
you ſhall ſometimes hear from 
Your old Friend, 

and Humble Servant, 


„ S&YCURGUS. 
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« 1727, September 8. N. B. About nine 
o*clock in the evening, a most dismal fire 


| of persorſs were met together to see a puppet- 

| how, In the barn there were a great many 

| loads of new light straw; the barn was 

| | thatched with straw, which was very dry, 

and the inner roof of the barn was covered 

with old dry cobwebs; so that the fire, like 

lightning, flew round the barn in an instent, 

and there was but one small door belonging 

to the barn, which was close nailed ap, and 

could not be easily broke open; and when it 
was opened, the passage was so narrow, ung 

every body so impatient to escape, that the 

door was presently blocked up, and most of 
those that did escape, which were but very 
few, were forced to crawl over the heads 
and bodies of those that lay on a heap at the 

door, and the rest, in number seventy-six, 
Perished instantly, aud two more died of their 
wounds within two days. The fire was occa- 
sioned by the negligence of a s8ervant, who get 
a candle and lantern to, or near the heap of 
Straw that was in the barn. The servunt's 
name was Richard Whitaker, of the parish of 
Hadstock, in Essex, near Linton, in Cam- 
bridgeslure, who was tried for the fact at the 
asszes held at Cambridge, March 27, 1728, 
but he was acquitted. | M. 35 
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Ar EPITAPH on Mrs OLDFIELD. Engliſrd thus. 


lic juxta requieſcit, Near this Plate reſts the 
Tot inter poetarum laudata nomina, \ ' "Body of Anne Oldfield, a- 
ANNA OLDEIELD. ꝛnidſi ſ many celebrated 

Nec ipſa minore laude digna, Poets, herſelf not leſs de- 


Quippe qua eorum opera ſerving to be celebrated; for 

In ſcenam quoties prodivit, tohenever ſhe trod the Stage, 
Illuſtravit ſemper, & nobilitavit. Her Actions always illuſtrated 
Nunquam ingenium idem ad partes diverſiſſimas and ennobled their F 
8 Habilius fuit. tions. Never was one Ge. 


Ita tamen ut ad ſingulas nius ſo adapted to the moſt 

Non facta, ſed nata ęſſe videretur. different Parts; ſbe ſtemed 

| In' tragediis LEE, hot made, but lern for each 
Forme ſplendor, oris digyitas, inceſſus majeſtas 4i/tinitf. In Tragedy, ber 
 Tantg vocis- ſuavitate temperabantur, noble, Prejence, elevated 

Ut nemo eſſet tam agreſtis, tam durus ſpectator, Speech, and majeſtick Step, 


E 


Quin in admirationem totus raperetuu. temper'd with ſo peculiar a 


| In comediꝭ autem  »  Groeetneſs of Voice, neter 
Tanta vis, tam venuſta hilaritas, tam curioſa felicitas failed to tranſport the moſt 
Ut neque ſuſficerent ſpectando oculi, ruſtict and inſenſible into 
. plaudendo manus. Aamiration. In Comedy fte 


| dijroverd ſuch a winning 
Air, ſuch a ſprightly and becoming Gaicty, and ſo happy an Addreſs, that neither 
Eyes were ſati:fied with ſecing her, nor Hands weary of afp/auding. 


Anither. . Mode. 
Faſhion'd alike hy nature and by art, .E X I 
To pleaſe, engage, and int'reſt eviry Heart : Anna Olga ; 
In publick life, by all who ſaw, approv'd ; Valete & plaudite. | 
In private life, by all who knew her, Jov'd. | 

Another. 

OLDFIELD lies here retir'd, undreſt, 

The curtain drawn, her part. is done ; Annther. 


Ye that remain to act your beſt, ' 2 2 N Ilie jacct Anne Oldfictd. 
Muſt alſo make your Exit ſoon ; | Jam mea peratta eſt, 
How happy then, if worthy. praiſe, Mox veltra agetur fab] 
Ye can ſuch laſting plaudits raike ! Vos valete & plaudits- 


— - - 
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A Epitaph on the late Mrs. Old field, 

| ERE Oldfield lies; enrolled be her name, | 4 
H Amidſt the poets of immortal fame ! | 
The various numbers Britiſp bayds have ſung; 
Own the perſuaſion of her air and tongue z = 
The works they wrote eternity, did give; 

| She bid thoſe works that eterniz'd them live: 

In her you'd ſee the honeſt virtuous wife, | 
In her the wanton harlot drawn to life ; | 

Her genius diffrent characters confeſt, | | | 

| 


SO" TI TH" PE 


The world unſettled which'ſhe acted beſt : 
Few were her equals, none did her excel; | 
For nature could alone act all fo well: | . 9 
When e'er the tragick muſe, with painful | 
throws | | 14 : 
Had call'd her forth to ſympathize with woes, | | | 
Her mien ſurprizing, ſtedfaſt was her look, 54 
She mov'd majtſtick ev'ry ſtep ſhe took; 14 
| 


Her feigned tears, her ſighs, her borrow's fart, 
Seem'd real ſorrow that had touch d her beart ; | | 
Then the whole foul with gen'roug paſſion s 


glow'd, * | | 
And hearts lay bleeding while her eyes 0'ct- | 
| flow'd. N | | .4 
In comick ſcenes her nicer judgment ſuch; | | | 
The greateſt pains ſhe took was not too much z 


All life ſhe ſpake, did artfully allow , 
Thoſe ſmiles and humours which were juſt Wo; 
ehow. OA MA E Wes F 
Silent we tach unſſ am Anartbe to praiſe, | 
In pleaſure ſweet!y Joſt ten thouſand ways. BE % 
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1 C' ) ING W ht Years ago, moſt of 
„ | 9 1 the Dramatick Writers about Toyn took it 
| To the Author of tht DAIIT Covnant,. + in their Heads to be 125 b the 
| „ ares 5 Managers of orbes Ohd Playhoule 5 àwhethér 
C with Reaſans, or got, I Et fay; bur they 
W 9885 AM a Poet (God bel were publick ly accnſed of Ayarice, Infolence, 
g's me) and, 43 4 if and "Stupidity in the higheſt Degree. The 
NS N. pretty much hac late ingenious* Mr. Miſt was frequently ob- 
1 Aiated wih the Me- liged to giue Beace to the Government, in 
tits of the Congrover- order to: make War with the Players; and 
ſy depending between the Court at St Inmes's was often :left; un- 
CADE 2) the Miniftry and their | attacked, for the Sake of | bartering the Hotel S 
„ 82/7 Opponents 9 Bur, as in Drury Lan. In. ſhort, nd Scandal or 44 
COSPUSY RISER Þ the Publick Papers, Aſperſion was ſpared that might humble | 15 
which were . formerly Papers of Entertaih- ' them, and no Means were unitcempred that | by 
ment, ace now ftutfed with nothing, elle but + might. raiſe the Maſter of the New Houſe A 
their Contentions, I have been obliged, thro' f adone tbem in the Opinion of the Town ; 1 
the mere Neceſſity of Idleneſs, to read ſome ( ui be, who ar this time played his Game 
of them; from which I have collected the | ptetey well, kad Fenſe eyaugh to, cacouripe Ef 
Reflections, which you are now at. Liberty to theſe Practices, and in geneual. to foorh apd 1 
publiſn. OO Ma „ \ Aarter' Dramatick Writers; bur «when, by 1 
f can very clearly perceive, tbzt it is no \  theſs Arts, and the Söncufrence of ſome 1 
more at bottom, than a Conteſt for Power Acdicents, he thought he had fully gaingd | 1 
between the Partjes in and out of Place; In bis Pig, and eftablſſhed? himſelf upon be Y 
which the People are no way concerned; Iq, how did He behave 8 He made a” 4 
and, if they were wiſe, would give it no Change indeed very much i9:his Ad vapgage ; 4 | 1 


Attention. The Party oe complain of Mal- 


bur the Poets ſoen found they had cones 
| Mo- ' 


verſations, which . they would ccrtainly be or the ware, ; Did they. plain of | | 
guilty of; if they were in; and for the Sake in:a-Man gf ſome ercmanigls;* but 8 
of which they deſire to get in: The Party | uch good Manners à now they mult apply | 
in Power reproach their Oppoſites with En- to\ one with the Pride of a Grand Vizier, | 
vy, Ambition, and other Paſſions; - which, angebe Breeding of A Bumbaily : Did they, | [ 
ſuch is the Perverſeneſs of human Nature, | :elept the Alterations made in their Works | 1 
they u ould very probably fall into, if they by ſt excellent Actor, and one who had 
were out. But that Mankind in genetal ſome good Pretenſions ro Wit and Taſte ? 1 
ſhould” join ro ſüpport the Ambition of the ——iÞfy muſt now ſubmit to ſee them mangled | | 
Aſpiring, or ſhock the Siroation of the Pon - and. bached by a Tumbler, who can't ſpell : | | 
erful, without either Reaſon or Provocation, Were they uneaſy at being dictated to by a 
is ro me ſurprizing. I may ſaſely venture to Perſon who could quote the Clailicks for his 
aſſure my Feltow. Subjects, that whatever Opinion, and talk with a Sufficiency that 
Perſons ſhull be raiſed to Preferment, either | wore the Air of Learning ? they maſt now | 
by the Ruin, or in Succefſion ro the preſent ' truckle to the poſitive ip/e dixit of an aſſum- 1 
iniſtry, will haye juſt the ſame Complaints ing ignorant Harlequin. 29 Mi 5%) a 
made of them, and deſerve them full as well. In ſhort the Vanity they have complaine | | A F 
F have been Witneſs to & Tranſaction much of in #/—hkgs, the Pertnels they bave charge 54 
alike, tho' in lower Life; and when I bave upon C—r, and the Arrogance they have re. 74 
told my Story, I beſieve moſt of your Read- ; ſented in B— ; they have all found united 4:4 


ers will be of my Opinion. |, in one ſingle little Fellow, without the leaft 1 ö 


Suren 
ligations 


Mixture of the good Qualities which the others 
had, to attone for them. 

What I tell you is ſo far from being ſecret 
Hiſtory, that it is. ſcarcely News; all the 
World; knows jr, the Poets have found their 
Error and 'repent it: They have met with ſuch 
ill Uſage ot vatious Kinds at the New Houle, 


that none of them will carry a Play there, ex- 


cept ſome yery obſcure ones, who are forced, 
as the whole Town can witneſs, to walt from 


Month to Month, and Year to Year, till the 


moſt profound Maſter has alter'd and amend- 
ed it ro his own Taſte, that is, till it is com- 
plerely ſpoiled, 0 


I could mention ſeveral Inftances, but they 


are not io my Purpoſe, they are foreign to 
the Drift of my Letter; the Moral of which is 
only by: telling a Story that comes within my 
own Knowledge, to warn my Fellow Subjects 


of a DaÞger which may come within their 


own feeling. Whar Paws bave the Poets ta- 
ken to extol the New Houſe; at the Expence 


of. the Old ? What Account have they found 


in it, but to change their Oppreſſion for the 


worſe ? What Pains do ſome People take to 
erect Malcontents into Miniſters? What think 
ye, they will ger by it if ever it ſnould come 
to pals ? They will be more ſmartly ſcourged 


| . * 


by Rods of their own making. 


What I have aid in the Hiſtorical Pafrof. 
this Letter, proceeds from neither Spleen or, 


Friendſhip to the Parties mentioned. I for my 
Part have been treated alike by both, thar is 
neither well nor ill. All that I had in View 
was to give the People my Notions of the pre- 
ſent political Controverſy. As I apprehend 
that my Prbfeflion, which obliges me to un- 
deritarid all Arrs.and Sciences, gives me a 
Right to pronounce upon them, ſo I think I 
could not have aſſerted that Right fully, with» 
out dabbling a little in Politicks. This therefore 
have I done, but as it is the firſt, it will pro- 
bably be the laſt Time of your hearing from 
* ＋ a 6 . 70 8. — 
, S I R. Go - MA 99 1 
Want nn Hour. moſt bumble Servant, 
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Clock in the ET — Sen Bu, A rde 

Priſe, in — —— Jui ce: 

1 whatfocyer 

who a be aiding — e the Diſcove — and 

8 Apprehen ding ot che aid Ch ſo as he may 
de committed ro ede 2 Per tons 


| 


recieve — me '3t my yr or by my Oc- 
at Wiſtefton near Heretord, or trom . Thomas 


Hayton, in Leeſtrect, near Red von- Square, Lon- 
don, the Sum of Fiery —— 


be . N FRISE. 


N. B. There is very great Reaſon to bel's eve thas 
the aforeſaid Charles Fonts was hired to deſtroy my 
Son, becauſe, immediate! iter, the Coro» er's In . 
had brought in their Verdict, Witzvi Mun 

there was a Gathering to the Sum ot abour Twe 2 
Guineas for him the faid Charlss Jene, the better 
to enable him to make his Eſcape, which, tis faid, 

was dont in a CLERGYMAN'S T. 
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See monſters creeping from — 
And while the ſun down prolific 
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HE following ProLavE and EriLocur were 
\ ſpoken at the re the Ox HAN, b 
ſcholars =. rivate ſchool, t three years ago; and a 
few copies of them printed upon a ſheet by themſelves. We 
think them ſo —__ that they T . be made more 
lic, and preſerved to poſterity in the 


memoirs of our ſociety: 


PROLOGUE ſþoken by a Young NOBLEMAN,. 
who acted PoLypoR.. 


Ond'rous the bard, whoſe happy tragic vein 
Draws joy from tears, and pleaſes us with ps? 

In this the tender OTw a y's muſe was chief: 

He grieves us, yet we thank him for our grief. 

But neverdoes the triumph of his art 

So touch the paſſions, and command the heart; 

As when we here ſee the ſoft; gentle fair, 

Young, innocent, deluded, in deſpair ; 

See with ſuch rage the rival brothers burn, 

And with ſo on a grace the lovely Ox yan mourn, 


Thus Or WAY wrote: but how ſhall our green age, 

Ill ſuited to the labours of the ſtage, 

To ſuch a celebrated piece be true, 

And give the elegant diftreſs it's due? 

The raſh ChHamonrt, we fear, you'll ſee ſcarce brayes 

And mad CasTaiio * rave; 
Pierce. 
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Fierce Po L v OR too feebly dare his foe ? 

And poor Mo xf robb of half her woe, 

If then you view this action with neglect, 

And with dry eyes; ours is the ſole defect: p 

Could we be juſt, you'd be ſoto.the ſcene; | x 

And weep like children, could we act like men. 
p : 


EpiLoGue ſpoken.by a Young GENTLE. | 
MAN, 200 atted Casraitio. | | 


M. birthright's privilege is ſyre but ſmall : 


This younger brother's part is all in all. 
ek' d me in —_— : and now that's over, 
Inwhich I was a lord, as well as lover; | 
Iun-CasTaL1o'p, he un-PoLypoR'D, 
I'm but plain Jox ; he ſtill, forſooth, my lord. 
There's ſomething too, as we theſe matters rate, 
In a third circumitance ; and that's eſtate. 
For his; tis viſible, and well inroll'd : | 
But where mine ligs----- I never yet was told. 
Well; be it - what is it that I would ſay? | 
Something to cheer you, after this ſad play. Tx | 
Fain would I make you merry but I can't: | 
For wit runs low what then? no wit we want, 
Toraiſea laugh-----where's HA RLEHMuIN SCARAMOUCH, | 
ONATHAN WII p, Jack SHEPHERD, and Car TOUCH ? 
hat ? farce with y? ----- yes; tis the faſhion ------ 
No STacs-Coacn? Winpwilt-Daxce ? ----- nor Co- 
be” ZKOnaTrionT:: ee 19; | 
| Where's Docrox Favsrus, andthe flying letters ! 
Alas! theſe nobler ſports are for our betters : 
For men, not children ----- we make no pretence q 


To fuch politeneſs, and ſo great expence ; 
Forc'd to take up with Pot'TRyY - and Sens. 
: Bavivs. 


Dear Ravy, bl A dre Weg * 
Military author of a late damm'd 'dramatick perſorm- 
Nuance, is continually complaining of the injuſtice of the 
ton; but what more particklarly affects him is, m_— Y 


— 


— 
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of a great act of frjendſhip. 
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uſage he has met from your illuſtrious ſociety. Even you, 


who ought to have eſpous d the cauſe of an oppreſs'd bro- 


ther, have, like a proteſs'd enemy, publiſh'd ſome things to 
his diſadvantage. If yow go on thus, you have not the 
good of your community at heart; for you'll hinder ſeve- 
ral military heroes from inliſting themſelves into your ſocie- 
ty, who might defend the members of it againſt all oppoſi- 
tion by force of arms; which is ſtronger, and therefore a 
better argument, than can be produc'd in your journal. If 
upon mature deliberation you ſhall think fit to conſult the 
intereſt of your ſociety, and to alter your conduQ; I my- 
ſelf will write a play againſt the latter end of this montly; 
and contemn all-critics, aided by your journal, and a file of 
grenadiers. v5 of 1 8 

S. IAuks's Corr FEE- 


I am yours eternally, 
Housz, Fes. 2d. 


NIL Tim. CocxaApk. 


T thelate trial of Mr. PRT ER Noakes for the murder 
A of Mr. WILLIAM Tu RNER; that celebrated act- 
or Mr. WiLLIaM PENKETHMAN was produc'd as a wit- 

neſs in favour of the priſoner. - On which tragical occaſion, ' 
he deliver'd his teſtimony in a moſt ſurprizingly proper 
manner; performing at once the parts of a. witnels, a 
good actor, and a good poet, . To relate the common 
occurrences of life in the lofty ſtrains of poetry, is extreme- . 


ly difficult; but to do this extempore, is really wonderful. 


o act a part well at the theatre in the OI D BAIL Y; be- 
fore ſuch ſevere judges, and ſo numerous and polite an au- 
dience, and to come off witlrapplauſe, is a very great thing; 
but it is ſtill greater, to brin of a friend.-----As all theſe cir- 
cumſtances concur to raiſe Mr. PENMEETHMARN“s reputation; 
the ſociety is ſorry to obſerve, that our learned brother the 
hiſtoriographer of the OD Ba1Ly has not done him ju- 
ſtice; having printed that fine ſpeech of his in a proſaic 
manner, which 1s moſt ſublime blank verſe. As ſuch it is 
therefore here republiſh'd, in a'poetical manner, but with- 
out the change of one word; in order to tranſmit to poſteri- 
ty an illuſtridugevidence of a great genious for-pbetry, and 


On. . 
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FIN TrHvzs»ay night, or rather Fx1904 y morning, 


' "Twixt two and three, the priſoner and deceaſed, 


Rack punch were drinking at the Ru MM ER tavern 

In Drury-LaNntg for then I found em there, 

And ſociable they ſeem'd, and drank, and talk d 

Like friends, till watchman cry'd, paſt four a clock. 

The reckoning was a crown, Noakes paid it all. 

Prom thence we rambled to K IN ds coffee-houſe, 

In CovENT-GARDEN. Ale and orange there 

We drank : and ſtill they cordial PrIew. appear'd,---- 

They told me, that they had been ſerenading 

Some ladies, but they did nat tell me who. 

And what (ſaid they) is your opinion, fir, 

Of ſuch diverſion ? I aſſurd 'em that 

I was not fond of catterwauling frolicks.. 

At-five I left em, and return'd at fix, 

And found em till together friendly. 

"Twas after ſeven when the deceas'd aroſe, 

And afk'd the priſoner if he would go with him. 

But he reſus d to gg: then the deceaſed 

Bade him good morrow, and went out alone, 
No, fir, I did not take him-to-be mad, 

But rather thought he was a little filly. 

For he would laugh at 9 paſs'd, . 

At every word was ſpoke, tho' nothing merry, 

Not fit to raiſea ſmile ; the meereſt trifle 

Imaginable wou'd ſet him on the twitter. 

When he was gone, I importun'd the priſoner 

To croſs the water, with me, and two more. 

Who were in company, to ſpend the day. 

In merriment, (for I had then no knowledge, 

That I ſhould at the-theatre be wanted) 

The priſoner gave conſent, we all agreed, 


And down S0UTYAMPTON-STREET We took our way: 


A ſervant to the theatre by chance 

We met ; his buſineſs was at tayern doors, 

And city Dee. play-houſe bills to fix. 
I.view'd his bills, and found, that very night 


A art 
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lade this poor head, with weighty volumns fraught, 


/ Labour'd in terms abſtruſe t' amale the nation 


PE ro, co 


| 
| 
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5 Appart appointed was for me to act, 
f In the AmorRous Wipow, or the WAx rox . ; 
nd by his royal highneſs's command. | 

Our journey then was ſtopp d; and to the RunmeR 
In DRVURX-LaANE we all return'd at nine; 

But did not tarry, for they had no fire. 

We to the play-houſe went, and al 

And after ten we parted. 


ma 


» 


Grubſtreet Fournal, Ne 111. 


An ErILoqug to the CouRE D of IGN O- 
| RAMUS, lately acted by ſome Young GEeNTLE- 
MEN at BURY-SCHOOL. Spoken by Iaxo- ; 
RAMUS, 


Who ſo long have lorded at the bar, 

3 Still the great champion of the gooſe-quill war; 

ho, when a learned quotation would come pat in, 
Could fill the jury's gaping mouths with latin; 
To all my jargon now muſt quit pretence, 
Nor ſpeak one. word, ſank but 8 ſenſe. 
In ann. quart. Gro o, ſeeund decreed 
That lawyers each indenture, bond, Ws ed, 
In plain pure Eno Di on rite! ot ready” +, 
In plain pure ENGL 18H alls--:oh, £ A ned cc . 
Why downright ſen in law deen ht Honſenſe. 
Dame juſtice ture no longei 1657 ind, Yf 
If jury-men pretend their eyes 
| Shall to each quorum- ſquire, juſt — to ſee, 
In wit and learning think to rival me? 
Have I, for this, ſuch folio's read, and wrote; 


' 


} 


5 1 


__ 
n 


. n 


Plunge through the vaſt profundity of thought ? 


Sought for learn'd nonſenſe thro! each rank and ſtation ; 
And after all- that ſenſe ſliould come in faſluon ? 
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But ah! what makes yon pulpit heroes ſneer ? 
They think tis now their turn to domineer. 
What ! then this anti-lawyer combination, 
Was brought about by clergy inſtigation. 
And here ſome wiſe-acres among em ſay, | 
Lawyers ſhould plead as cheap ------ as parſons pray; 
Becauſe by your new-fangled reformation | 
The Pore's old MuMPps1Mvs has loſt his ſtation, 
And prieſts no more have power to gull the nation. 
Pray, firs, what's that to us? Whoever ſaw 
Religion made a precedent in law ? 
Muſt pulpit maxims then keep barriſters in awe ? 
But, bold, don't think your victory compleat ; 
The act, you know, is not in force as yet. 
If any therefore cloath your brews in terrors, 
I'll plague em with appeals and writs of errors. 
Pare not to frown then (if you do] th' event is, 
I'll drove each mother's fon non compos mentis. 
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For the Infornfunion d oily | 
their Rennteneſs from Town, have not an OPP 
' Punity of ſeeing the printed Caſe of the Patentees_ of 


—— ate 


The PATENTEES of the Theatte Royal in Druty- 
Lane, «| 
HAT a Patent for Twenty-one 
Years, commencing the 1ſt of Sep- 
tember, 1732, was, by his Ma- 
jeſty, granted to Robert Wilks, 
Colley Cibber, and Barton Booth, 
Ears. their Heirs, Executors, Ad- 
—— miniſtrators, and Aſſigns, for Ga- 
thering together, Forming, Entertaining, Go- 


verning, Privileging, and Keeping a Company of 
- Comedians for his ſaid Majeſty's Service. 


That the ſaid Patent, by Deaths and legal Aſ- 
ſignments, is ſince become the Property of Mary 


Wilks, (Relict of Robert Wilks) John Ellys, Heiter 


Booth, (Relict of the (aid Barton Booth) and 


John Highmore, Eſq; the laſt of which is now 


ſſeſs'd of one Half of the (aid Patent, at the 
Ex nce of 6000 l. and upwards. 

hat ſeveral of the Players, employ'd and dul 
paid by the (aid Patentees to carry on the Buſineſs 


of the (aid Patent, have lately (without the leaſt 


Pretence of Hardſhip or Injuitice done them) 


; threaten'd to deſert the Service of the ſaid Paten- 


tees, and to form themſelves into a Free Company, 


(as they call it) in Contempt and Defiance of his 


Majeſty's Royal Authority. 
That the ſaid Players in Combination, to effect 


their Deſign, have (as we are inform'd) clandeſtinely 


contracted with ſome of the Leſſees, or their 


Truſtees, for the above-mention'd Theatre Royal, 


as ſoon as the Patentees ſhall ceaſe to act by their 
Company this Seaſon. 28 e 
That the ſaid Theatre Royal is lett upon Leaſe 
from his Grace the Duke of Bedford, granted to 
the Rev. Thomas Kynaſton and Francis Stanhope, 
Eſq; Truſtees for the Leſſees, or Sharers, (com- 
monly call'd Renters) of the ſaid Houſe, at the 
Rent of 5o l. per Ann. upon a Fine of 1000 
Guineas paid for Renewal of the ſaid Leaſe, for 
the Term of twenty-one Years. 
That the Company of Players under the Care 
and Management of the Patentees, have acted in 
the ſaid Theatre for the Space of twenty-one Years 
and upwards, (without any Interruption from the 
Truſtees or Leſſees) upon no other Contract or 
Agreement, but by the Patentees paying to them, 
or their Order, the Sum of 3 1. 12 s. per Night, 


for each Acting Night, which has been conſtantly 
and duly paid, beſides the Libexty of their ſeeing 


Plays. 7 = : 


the Theatre Royal in Dtury- Lane, by the Conſent of 
the ſaid Patentees, we undeyneat pike 3.5 oer 
Readers with an exalt Copy of the ſaid Caſe. | 


| - That at the Beginning of this Acting Seaſon 
| a Letter was ſent to the Managers Office, ſign' 
dy ſome few of the Renters, demanding an Ad- 
| vance of Rent; and Mr. Highmore, who had but 
| juſt purchas'd a Share in the Patent, and conſe- 
| quently was a Stranger to the Buſineſs, ask d Mr. 
' Cibber and Mr. Booth (the other two Patentees then 
; preſent) what ſhould be done in the Affair? who 
| replied, That there was no manner of doubt, but 
that continuing duly to pay the uſual Rent, would 
de thought ſutticient. Mr, Highmore remaining 
very uneaſy to have the Affair ſettled with the 
| Renters, in a Day or two afterwards with great 
Earneſtneſs enquired of the other Managers what 
had been done in the Buſineſs 3, who anſwer'd him, 
| that proper and effectual Care had been taken, Mr. 


Booth having ſent a Letter, which had been read 


at a general Meeting; and from that Time, neither 
He, Mrs. Wilks, Mrs. Booth, or Mr. Ellys, the 
| preſent Patentees, have heard the leaſt Diſcontent 
expreſs d by any one of the Renters, till the Re- 
port that certain of the Players had clandeſtinely 
| contracted with ſome of them for the Hire of the 
ſaid Theatre, as is above ſet forth. 
| To prevent Impoſitions, and the Credit that 
may unwarily given to fictitious Stories of 
| Hardſhips or Complaint againſt the Management of 
| the ſaid Theatre, or to any other frivilous Pre- 


| tences that may at this Time be made uſe of by 


the Perſons pretending to the Power of acting from 
under his Majeſty's Royal Authority, the Paten- 
tees take Leave to publiſh 'the following Account 
of Salaries yy 2 by them, viz. 

ono a A. 0 R.S ames.. . 


2 
Io 


— 


—— "GC ——— 


\ + 3 
r. Colley Cibber, from the Time 8 
of Letting his Share, till he left 512 12 


> 


+ Mr. Theophilus Cibbex  — ——" 5 0 


Mr. Mills, Sen. r l. per Day, for) 
200 Days certain, and a Benefit, „ 
clear of all Charges —— —— 

Mr. Mills, Jun. = | 


© 
Mr. Johhnfon —— — — : - 
Mr. Miller — — 0 
Mr. Harper — — 4 0 
Mr. Griffin — — 14 8 
Mr. Shepard — 3 
Mr. Hallam, for himſelf and Father 
(though the latter is of little or 3 
NO Serviſe7/k(w Ü ꝛ⁊q 
Mrs. Heron —— — CC 0 
Mrs. Butler — — 0 


per Week, I. 4. 


By theſe and other Salaries, with the incident 
Charges, (beſides Cloaths and Scenes) the Paten- 
tees are at the daily Charge of 491. odd Money, 
each Acting Day. | | 

By the foregoing Account, it is preſumed, no; 
juſt Complaint, nor Clamour, can be raiſed by the 
Players, againſt the Patentees now, on Account of 

their Salaries, none of them having been leſſen' d 
by the preſent Managers; eſpecially when it ſhall 
be conſider'd that Mr. Cibber, Jun. receiv'd his 
Wife's whole Salary till her Death, without her 
doing the Company any Service the greateſt Parr 
of the Winter; and his-own alſo, during the Time 
of his being ill, who perform'd but ſeldom till after 
Chriſtmas, and yet they receiv'd 91. per Week. 

Mis. Mills; Jug. . was unde din e 
ſtances in regard to his Wife, which made their 
Salaries, during her Life, 5 l. 0s. per Week. 

Mr. Miller was paid, from the Beginning of the 
Seaſon, his Salary for eight Weeks before he ated, 
which amounts to 40 l. beſides which the Patentees 
were ſo kind as to preſent him with ten Guineas. 

Mr. Griffin had alſo a Preſent of ten Guineas. 

Mr. Harper had alſo a Preſent. | 

Mrs. Heron was laſt Winter rais'd from 40 $ to 
51. per Week for. the Service it was expected ſhe 
would do to the Company; notwithſtanding which 
ſhe refus'd to play ſeveral Parts aſſign'd her by 
the Managers, and Acted but ſeldom during this 
Seaſon, when the Managers.were in great Diſtreſs 
for Performers on account of the general Sickneſs. 

Theſe Circumſtances confider'd, it muſt appear 
that ſome of the preſent Performers have receiv'd 
more Money, and more Indulgencies, this Winter 

than ever they did ſince they belong'd to the Com- 
pany, the Truth of which is ready to be atteſted, 


It is to be noted, that the Patent granted by 
King George I. was to the late Sir Richard Steele, 
who afterwards aſſign'd Parts of the ſame to Meſl. 
Wilks, Booth and Cibber. | 
Ihe preſent Patent was granted by his preſent 
Majeſty to Mefſ. Wilks, Booth and Cibber , bur it 
is to be obſerv'd, that there is no other Inſtance of 
Actors being at the Head of his Majeſty's Company 
of Comedians; and, it is to be believed, thar the 
like will never be done again, till there ſhall be an- 
other Set of equal Merit in their Performances with 
them to recommend them to the like Favour. 


ITE! g E - 

The Patentees thin Wende obliged to de- 
clare, that whatſoever Agreement has been entet d 
into between the Truſtees or Leſſees, and any other 
Perſon or Perſons, for the Theatre Royal that the 
ſame has been done (contrary to the Practice of all 
Landlords to their Tenants) without any Notice 
whatſoever given to the ſaid Patentes. 

| MARY Wilks, 

5 ELLYs, | 
ESTER BoOTH, and 
Joun HiehMORE. 


N. B. We hope it may not be thought improper, at 
this Time, to publiſh, That, the moſt celebratad Mr. 
Betterton and Mrs. Barry received: but 51. per Week 
each for their Salaries, and the inimitable Mrs. Brace- 
girdle (in her Time) had but Three. g 
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in the Electoral Farce. 

From that Time we could never expect to 
ſee a Haughty and Rapacious Miniſter pulled 
down by Parliament from the Zenith of his 
Power: We could never expect to ſee a flat- 
tcring Favourite torn by Law from the Boſom 
of his deluded Maſter: All the Attainders, 
Impeachments, and Bills of Pains and Penal- 
ties, would then be directed againſt thoſe 
who had the Misfortune of being obnoxtous 
to the Prime Minifer : In ſhort, that which 
is now the Glory of England, would then 
become its greateſt Grievance : Our Parlia- 
ments would then ſerve only to varniſh the 
Crimes of Favourites, and to give a Handle 
for oppreſſing the innocent Subject. 


Caſe between the Patentees and Players, 
and particularly of Mr. Harper, 


H E Patentees of the Theatres Royal in 

Drury-Lane and Covent Garden being 
reſolved to try whether they had an excluſive 
Right to the acting of Plays, they for that 
Purpoſe ſummoned the Revels Company, and 
the Company of Coodman's · Fields Play- Houſe 
before a Bench of Juſtices, in the Veſtry of 
St. George's, Hanover-Square, on the 5th of 


Nov. laſt, before whom the Caſe was learn- 


edly argued by Council on both Sides 3 but 
the Juſtices not being, it ſeems, ſatisfied as 
to the Formality of the Summons, they diſ- 
miſſed the Players for that Time. However, 
the Patentees ſoon after obtained a Warrant 
againſt Mr. Harper, one of the Players be- 
longing to the Revels Company, for taking 
him up as a Rogue and Vagabond; whereupon 
he was, on the 12th of Nov. carried before 
Sir Tho, Clarges, and other Juſtices, fitting at 


the ſaid Place; and the Caſe appearing a little E him, he is to be conveyed to t 


doubtful, he was ordered to attend again at 
Five o'Clock, with Council, to be heard for 
him in Anſwer to what the Council of the 
other Side ſhould alledge againſt him: But 
there being upon the ſame Day a long Trial 
at Miſtminſter, between the Patentees now in 
Poſſeſſion of Drury-Lane Play-Houſe, and 
the Revels Company, about the Right to that 
Play- Houſe, and Mr. Harper's Council being 
all engaged in that Trial, they could not at- 
tend with him at Five, and Sir ' Thomas 
Clarges being, it ſeems, of Opinion, that the 
Caſe was clearly againſt him, he committed 
him, that Evening, to Bridewell as a Vaga- 
bond, in order for his being put to hard La- 
bour; an Employment which, by his Bulk, 
he ſeems to be as little fit for, as he is for being 
a Vaprant, he being a Man fo corpulent, that 
it is not poſſible for him, either to labour, 
or to wander a great deal. 

In Favonr of the Players, and of Mr. 
Harper in particular, the followin Piece was 
publiſhed by Way of Letter, viz 
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hes not been fince the Revolution 


well, If this Commitment is to be judged 
(as it is infiſted on) a Commitment in Execu- 
tion, within the Meaning of the Habeas 
Corpus Act, and therefore not bailable, nor 
ſubject to the Examination of the ſuperior 
Courts, notwithſtanding the Fact upon which 
the Conviction is founded 'be falſe, of what 
Avail is Magna Charta to Liberty; or, if an 
boneft Man, a good Subject, and a Fyeebolder, 
ſhall on the Vagrant Act be ſent to Bride tuell 
at the Pleaſure of a Fuftice of the Peace, 
and there be kept for fix Weeks, or (at his 
Worſhip's Diſcretion) ſix Wars, for ought I 
ſee to the contrary, under Pretence of his 
being a Vagrant, tho' he is a Perſon of un- 
queſtionable Ability, and perhaps has not 
ſtirred a Mile out of the Pariſh, where he has 
a Settlement, within 7 Years ; if this Sort of 
Doctrine prevails, I do not doubt, but I ſhall 
live to ſee wealthy and incorrigible Vagrants 
conveyed, to fave Charges, in their own 
Coaches to the Houſe of Correction, the Mork. 
bouſe, or (if the Juſtice is charitably inclin'd) 
perhaps to an Alms-Houſe. The Statute of the 
12th of Q, Anne, upon which this extraordina 
Proceeding is grounded, was made apparently 
with no other View, than to prevent thoſe, 
who want Ability to maintain themſelves, 
from wandering about the Country, and becom- 
ing chargeable to N Se where they have 
no Settlements, or having wandered from 
their Setlements, to convey them there again; 
for all the poſitive Direction which is given by 
the Statute is, that any Perſon apprehended as 
a Vagrant, ſhall be examined touching his 
Condition and Circumſtances, and Place of 
Abode or Birth; and if the E convicts 
e Place of his 
Settlement in ſuch Manner as other Perſune 
likely to be chargeable to the Pariſh are to be 
ſent. The ordering a Vagrant to be whipped, 


or committed to Bridezvell, is only diſcretiona- 


ry, before the Paſs is made. 

Plays were inſtituted to recommend Vir- 
tue, and expoſe Vice, therefore are not evil in 
their own Nature; and I believe acting of 
Plays is univerſally agreed on by all Lawyers 
to be lazoful in itſelf. And altho' the Statute 
deſcribes Common Players of Interludes, as well 
as Fencers, Minſtrels, &c. to be Rogues and 
Vagabonds, yet ſuch Deſcription, unleſs it be 
attended with the Circumſtances of the Par- 
ty's not being able to maintain himſelf, and 
wandering about to Play and Fence, Ce. 


G does not give the Juſtice any Juriſdiction; 


for if a Man of Ability is to be puniſhed, for 
what Purpoſe does the Ad of Parliament, in 
the very firſt Inſtance, direct the Juſtice to 
examine into the Condition and Circumſtances 


of the Party apprehended ? Or what then can be 
. M2 | ths 
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88 Caſe between the Patentees and Players. 


the Meaning of thoſe ether Words, that he 
ſhall be conveyed in ſuch Manner as by the 
Laws of this Realm other Perſons likely to be 
chargeable to the Pariſb are to be ſent? Or if 
a Man is taken in the Pariſh Where he has a 
Settlement, to what Place is he to be con- 
veyed ? If then a Player, being in every other 
Circumſtance an honeſt Man, bawing a Settle- 
ment, paying bis Debts, being a god Subject ; 
and having the univerſal Benevolence of Man- 
kind, is notwithflanding to be whipt, or ſent 
to Bridetuell at the Diſcretion of a Juſtice, 
the Lord have Mercy on him, for he may be 
ſaid'to be truly miſerable : Nay, we ought not 
to confine our Prayers for Mercy on Adlers 
only, but on the whole Nation; for if uch 
Commitments as. theſe are to be Juilited, I 
would fain know the Man, who hiving the 
Misfortune to diſoblige a Juſtice of the Peace, 
can be ſure of not being mee or ſent to 
Bridexwell : It is only proving him a Fencer, 
or his having played a Tune upon the Violin, 
and the Bufineſs is dane. I would therefore 
(out of the Regard J have to my Countrymen) 
adviſe them for tbeir Safety to leave off vear- 
ing Swords, tor Fear they ſhould be adjudced 
Fencers ; and to avoid playing upon the F:ddle, 
or other Mufical Inſtrument, left they be con- 
victed for Minſtrels. As to my worthy 
Friends the Muſiciant, ſome of whom have been 
at the Charge of taking a Doctor's Degree in 
the Univer/icy, 1 cannot help heartily condol- 
ing; for their Caſe is at leaſt as bad as the 
Players of InterJucs, eſpecially thoſe who 
have turned their Hands to playing the Organ, 
for they may be apprehended every Sunday 
committing Acts of Vagrancy in moſt of the 
Pariſh Churches about Town. There arc ſe- 
veral other Deſcriptions of Perſons, who by 
this Act are deemed Rogues and Pay abonds ; 
And if Deſcription alone is ſufficient to war- 


C 


D 


Freeholder in Surry, but was a Houſe-Keeper 
in Weſtminſter, and rented a Houſe of 5ol. a 
Year: And further, that he was an honeſt 
Man, paid his Debts, did no Man any Injury, 
and was well eſteemed by many Gentlemen 
of good Condition, 


In Favour of the Commitment the follow- 
ing Reaſons were publiſhed, wiz, 

The Deſeription of Vagrants in the Act of 
the 12th of Q. Anne, for reducing the Laws 
relating to Rogues, Vagabonds, Cc. into one 
Act of Parliament, is in the firſt Clauſe of 
the ſaid Act, which Clauſe does conſiſt of 
leveral diſtinct Sentences 3 by the. firſt Sen- 
tence, in which Vagrants are deſcribed, all 
Perſons pretending themſelves to be Patent- 
gatherers, or Collectors for Priſons, Goals, 
or Hoſpitals, and wandering abroad for that 
Purpoſe, are deemed Rogues and Vagabonds; 
by the ſecond Sentence, all Fencers, Bear- 
wards, common Players of Interludes, Min- 
ſtrels and Juglers, are alſo deemed Rogues and 
Vagabonds ; which ſaid Sentence being general 
and without any Exception, all Perſuns, who 
come under the ſeveral Denominations in the 
ſaid Sentence, are deemed Rogues and V agabonds. 

A3 it appears by che ſaid Act, That all 
common Players of Interludes are deemed 
Vagrants, it is neceſſary to conſider who are 
common Players of Interludes. 

Common Players are all Perſons who act 
Plays tor Profir, 

Players of Interludes are Players of Come- 
dy, fbr Comedia being the Latin Word for an 
Interlude, every Comedy is an Interlude, and 
therefore the Word Interlude is only a ſy no- 
ny maus Term for a Comedy, &c. 

By the ſaid Act there is a Saving to the Pre- 
rogative of the Queen, by which it appears, 
that common Players of Interludes, who act 


rant the Proceedings of this worthy Fuſtice, it E by lawful Authority, are not Vagrants with- 


is ſo large, that I fear every Man in Eng/and 
will be within ſome Part of it: I will men- 
tion one Deſcription of Perſons in this Act, 
which will take in <vbale Profeſſions, ſuch as 
Politicians, Lawyers, Phyſicians, and Trad- 
ers, namely, al thoſe who uſe any ſubt'e Craft 3 
and how many of the Nobility and Gentry 
may be included under the ufing wnlazoful 
Games or Plays, 1 cannot determine; but 
this I am ſure any one may determine, that all 
ſuch are equally liable to be whipped, or ſent 
to Bridewell, if a * of the Peace ſhall 
think fit, as any Player, being otherwiſe an 
bene Man, an Houſholder, or of Ability to 
maintan bimſelf. I am, Sir, 

Your Humble Servant, 4. B. 


The Facts which appeared in this Cafe in 
Favour of Mr. Harper were, That, tho' he 
was a Player, yet he dd not wander about 
from Place to Place like a Vagrant, nor was 
there an Appearance of his becoming chargea- 
ble to any Pari; for that he was not only a 


in the Intent and Meaning of the ſaid Act; 
which was not the Cale of Mr. Harper, for 
it did not appear that he acted under any law- 
ful Authority. : 

Thou? a Man have a certain Habitation, yet 
if he wander out of his own Pariſh, begging, 
or otherwiſe miſordering himſelf, he may be 
puniſhed as a Vagabond. 2. Roll's Reports 
172, Rex verſus Hollingſworth ; which was 
the Caſe of Mr. Harper, or he miſordered 
himſelf in the Pariſh of St. Martin in the 
Fields, and his Habitation is in the Pariſh of 
St. Paul Covent-Garden, where he ſwore he 
was a Houſe Keeper. 

And further it was ſaid, that Mr. Harper 
did wander from Place to Place, for that he 


G had formerly acted upon the Stage in Drury- 


Lane, and likewiſe had acted at Bart lolomeuu 
and Southwark Fairs. 


To all which it was replied, That the ſaid 
Act of the 12th of Q Anne, is 2 Conſe- 
quence 


Caſe bet: 


2 of the Act of the 3 
eth againſt Vagabonds, the 
. firſt Act are, „All Fen 
Common Players and Mi 
« Avroad, &c. from w 
that no Common Players a 
ſcription of that Act, un 
Abroad, for it is their wa 
their playing, that makes 
for which Reaſon it was ord 
K. James I. cap. 7. That 
ſonages ſhould authorize non 
Abroad, 

That Acts of Parliament 
by Sentences, but by Sectic 
not the Parliament but the 
the Points to them; and 
Secton of the ſaid AR, 12t 
read without any Stop, it is 
Word wandering is connected 
ter there deſcribed z and tha 
grant and Wanderer being ſyr 
it is as ridiculous to pretend, 
never wandered Abroad is a 
ſay, that a Man who never v 
a Wanderer, 

And further it was ſaid, 
wandering being a general M 
to be miſinterpreted, therefc 
Sefton of the ſaid Act, 1. 
which is the impowering ( 
Word » Wandering, js confir 
tion of the Words, and beg 
that Clauſe, no Juſtice of F 
ble, has Power to take up 
or Wanderer, unlels he be 
and begging : And, that as t. 
of the ſaid Act, by which | 
If any Perſon, who hat 
ment, be found wanderi 
and miſordering himſelf, 
Vagabond, may be ordert 
to be whipped until he is bl 
Juſtice has thereby Power 
Perſon, unleſs he be found no 
and begging, but miſordering 
of which Terms could be apy 
per, for he never did beg in 
and no Man can be ſaid to v 
from one Pariſh to another abc 
ploy ment; and, to ſay, 
acting a Play is an unl 
ment, or a miſcrderins of 
direct begging of the Queſt 
Which is, whether or * 
without a Licence he contrary 
laſtly, that as to the ſaving:( 
ſpect to the Queen's Preroga 
thority of the Lord Chancellc 
lates only to the immediate 
about the Care of Lunatick 
Law under the Guardianſhip 
and in Purſuance therrof the 
generally appoints Guardian, 


both of their Perſons and ER: 


«c 
«c 
«c 


«c 


Caſe between the, Patentees and Players, Ce. 8g 


he Act of the 39th of Q. Eliza- 
Vagabonds, the Words of which 
re, All Fencers, Bear-wards, 
Players and Minſtrels, wandring 
&c.* from whence it appears, 
mmon Players are within the De- 


that Act, unleſs they wander 


r it is their wandering, and not 
1g, that makes them criminal; 
Reaſon it was ordered by Act Iſt of 
I. cap. 7. That even noble Per- 
ald authorize none to go wandering 


ts of Parliament are not to be read 
es, but by Sections, becauſe it is 
rliament but the Printer that puts 

to them; and that if the firſt 
he ſaid Act, 12th of Q. Anne, be 
it any Stop, it is plain, that the 
lering is connected to every Charac- 
ſeribed; and that the Words Zu- 
Vanderer being ſy nony mous Terms, 
ulous to pretend, that a Man who 
dered Abroad is a Vagrant, as to 
Man who never was a Wanderer is 


ther it was ſaid, that the Word 
being a general Word, and too apt 
terpreted, therefore by the ſecond 
the ſaid Act, 12th of Q. Anne, 
the impowering Clauſe ; the ſaid 
ndering, is confined by the Addi- 
Words, and begging ; fo that, by 
„ no Juſtice of Peace, or Conſta- 
ower to take up even a Vagabond 
er, unleſs he be found wandering 
And, that as to the 8th Section 
Act, by which it is ordered that, 
Perſon, who hath a legal Settle- 
be found wandering and begging, 
ordering himſelf, he, as well as a 
d, may be ordered by the Juſtice 
hipped until he is bloody, &c.'* No 
s therehy Power to commit any 
leſs he be found not only wandering 
g, but miſordering himſelf, neither 
Terms could be applied to Mr. Har- 
e never did beg in his Life-Time, 
in can be faid to wander who goes 
ariſh to another about a lawful Em- 
; and, to ſay, that a Man's 
Play is an unlawful Employ- 
a miſcrdering of himſelf, is a 
ging of the . in Diſpute, 
whether or no the acting of Plays 
Licence he contrary to Law. And 
t as to the ſaving:Clauſe with Re- 
ie Qeen's Prerogative, or the Au- 
the Lord Chancellor, it plainly re- 
to the immediate preceding Clauſe 
Care of Lunaticks, who are by 
r the Guardianſhip of the Crown, 
rſuance thereof the Lord Chancellor 
appoints Guardians to take Care 
cir Perſons and Eſtates, 


B 


C 


At firſt it was pretended, that the Commit» 


ment of Mr. Harper to Bridewell was a Com- 
mitment in Execution, and that therefore no 
Writ of Habeas Corpus could be granted, 
but this Point was at laſt waved, and 
a Habeas Corpus having been granted by 
the Court of King's Bench, he was accord- 
ingly brought up, on the zoth of Now. and 
Counſel were heard on both Sides for ſeveral 
Hours, as to the Validity of the Commit- 
ment, when the Court order'd that Mr. 
Harper ſhould be bailed upon his' own Recog- 
nizance to appear the laſt Day of that Term, 
and in the mean Time the Parties were to 
agree upon a feigned Iſſue, to try the Validity 
of the Commitment by a Jury, but that, if 
the Parties ſhould not agree upon ſuch Iſſue, 
then the Court was to give their Opinion. 
And upon the laſt Day of the ſaid Term, Mr. 
Harper did accordingly appear, but the Court 
not being then ready to give their Opinion, 
nor any Iſſue joined by the Parties, he wr3 
continued upon his Recognizance till the firſt 
Day of the then next Term. 


Unrwverſal Spectator, Feb. 23. Ne 281, 
Female Rakes, 


*Squire STONECASTLE, 
T HE Degeneracy of the preſent Age is 
much complain'd of, and I think nothing 
proves it more, than the Humour that of late 
has prevail'd among the J/omen, of imitating 
the moſt evortbleſs Part of the ether Sex. 


D Half the young Ladies about Town, who are 


E 


converſant in the Beau Monde, 
ſince commenc'd Rakes. They make their 
Parties for a rambling Scheme, drink 
their Bottles, and toaſt their Fellows ; and 'tis 
now not uncommon to ſee a Lady of Faſhion 
carried home in a Chair at Two or Three in 
the Morning from a Gaming Table, 

Nor is it only the Softneſs of their Mind 
that they would change, but they even put on 
the Dreſs of Men. I meta Party of theſe Ama- 
zons t'other Day, in Hunting Habits : Their 
Hats were pinch'd up fierce, with the mili- 
tary Air and Coctades in them; which with 
the Addition of ſmart unpozoder'd Bobs, made 
them look like pretty rakiſh Fellows. Was 
one to ſpeak to a Female Rake thus equip'd, 


have long 


FI know no Phraſe more proper than that of 


Harry Frontly's to his Thaleſtris : 
Sir, or Madam, chuſe you whether, 
Since yon're blended thus together. 

I ſhould be partial, if I did not here take Notice 
of the FE//eminacy of ſme of our Mate Beaus. 
They poruder, perſume, paint; and at the Play 
laſt Week I diſcover'd a Ceguet Patch on the 
Cheek of a Right Hon. Horſe Officer, ſtuc 
on with a very pretty Grace. | 

If by publiſhing this, you ſhou'd make 
the /Yomen leſs Men, or the Men leſs Women, 
you will vindicate the Rights of Human Na- 
ture, and oblige Yours, &c. MANL. 
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The OXO VIA N's Trip to the 


Drawing Room. 
1 F true, as Papiſts bold, that there is gin 


Thro' purgatory 4 ſure way to beaw'n, 
Reach me my paſling · cup; for I have been 
Ibraugb a fierce fiery ordeal for my fin. 

Without petition, and without a tee, 
Nor wiſhing to be ſcen, nor yet to lee, 
But juſt to ill an idle bour in ſport, 
Careleſs of where I went, I went to court 2 
When 1 bad thruſt ( by wobom I firſt wwas barr'd ) 
Through the fat ſullen yeomen of the guard, 
And at the outſide of the circle flood, 
Unknowing and unknown, in perſive mood, 
Al thing more ſtrange came tripping With a ſmile, 
More ſtrange than all the produits of the Nile, 
Than all Sir Hans' antiquities more odd, 
Than Egypt's munmy, or its pagan gd; 
A ſupple gentleman, 'yclep'd a beau, 
Half mad? of this, half F an age ago; 
Eacb 3 dreſs, wvith ao ieh be ſeem d elate, 
Told by an anno domini its date ; 
The 2 tou ber moderniz'd the cat, 
Which at the revolution twrn'd about ; 
An incoherence from the t Y to toe; 
A Monmouth beawer, and a red-heel'd oe: 
This form amphibious caught me by the hand, 
With---Sir, 1 am your ſervant to command; 
Of Yorkfbire, Sir ---, Sir. Of Cornwall, 

then? 
I ſhou'd bg glad to ſerve my coyptrymen. 
A whig, I hope ? -/ Oxford, and no party.-- 
I ne&'er ſaw foul more honeſt, or more hearty : 
1 know, I know what bus neſs drew you here; 
Well, Sir,--Il| gain you good Sir Robert's car, - - 
You're mighty kind, but quite miſtake my caſe : 
J bring ms project, and I want no place.-- 
Hah !-- An amour, my dear,--nay,let me die 
I fee love baſking in your am'rous eye; 
It © — 
There's none can help you ſooner, Sir, than]: 
Say, Is it lady Anne, or lady Betty ? 
You N now I'm ſure, Sir, I have 
ut ye. 
No, Sir, I am a profeſs'd woman+hater, 
And next to them, deteſt a courtling prater. 
Courtling !--Inow perceive, tor all your cunning, 
Which way the biaſs of your mind is running. 
Loſe me.--Not now, my deareſt triend,--I ſee 
You're no well-wiſher to the ey. 
What mean you ?--Nay, I like your outward 
ſhow, 

1s My own maxim, Sir; for entrez; nus, 

I faith I hate em all as well as you. 


Amaz,'d ruby with ſuch impudence he preſs 'd, - 


Tbus I, wwith heart ſincere, my ſquire a dreſs'd. 
I dare e'en here my principles avow z 


For he whoſe ſoul is jt, no fear can know . 


"Tis true, when human courTti's err, I tecl, 
Yet not in fa#tian thew my att zeal ; 
But Braton like, ſtill /iberty purſue ; 
ue, to my king, yet to my country 9 
0 
5 
. 


2 


\ 


* 


Calm I behold of fate the wond'rous maze, 

Nor cenſure blindly, nor yet blindly praiſe : 

But him and him alone I dare commend, 

Who is to freedom and her friends a friend, 

But be whole ſoul to flaw'ry does incline, 

Is fee to all mankind, ind therefore mine. 
Aghaſt my patriot jr , 01th 4wonder fraught, 

Like heedleſs Cælia by bis lordthip caugbt : 

But ſoon recover'd from bis trance, be ſewore 

No tallies ever met jo nice before : 

As Britons both, be wou'd a (ecret onon,-- 

He wiſh'd, --- as honeſty bad pull'd him 

down, -- = 

P'd--lend--a brother patiior--halt a crown. 

Gladly I bought him M, ard left the place 

For ev'ry meaning and unmezning face, 8 

From frauning Clody to bis ſimp'ring grace; 

NReſolv'd to banks of Ilis to retire, 

And there to tune to 'ove my feeble lyre: 

4 here pleas'd to folly God and natute's rules, 

And grandeur lcawe to mad- men and to tools. 


ToBELTZ A, on her Birth-Day, 


Mons the crowds, on this revolving day, 
A I bo rait their tributary wiſh to Tay] 
That joy, and pleaſure, round the rolling year, 
May crown the ſcenes of life where you appear z 
Accept, my fair, the awijhes that I bring, 

The grateful muſe's humble offering, 
Wijhes that from the pureſt triendſhip ſpring. 5 
Gay, lively health, and chearfu ore of 
mind, 


[ 22 0 
Theſe gifts, that male life dear, he ever thine; 


Such health, as does from pureſt ſpirits fleꝛv, 
Such peace, as innocence alone cas knoqv z 
Health, free from every pain abe fear, or feel, 
And peace, ſecur'd from doing or receiving l. 
Wealth,una/loy'd with care, may ſ thou enjny z 
Wealth, no one knowos more wiſely to employ ; 
Wealth, is a bing, rizbtly underſtood, 
It gives the pleaſing poor doing good ; 
And ſure, the higheſt pleaſure here below, 
Is that, of making others happy too, c 
7" increaſe their comforts, or abate their woe z 
Unbind the chains of want, and chear the (ad, 
And bid the beart of deep diſtreſs be plad : 
May theſe, and what elſe bountecus beawen 
ſhall ſend, [ friend, 
Be crown) d with heawn's beſt gift, a faithful 
Bold o aflift, and prudent to adviſe, 
Not looſely gay, nor yet moroſely wiſe, 
Wh:je humour 4v:th thy aun may ſo agree, 
In ſuch a well-contraſted harmony, 
That every ill of life may loſe its fling, 
And every good redoubled pleaſure bring. 
But, I want ar tender enough to bleſs, 
Or half the fulneſs of my heart t' expreſs : 
Is there en earth, a good to be enjoy'd ? 
It there en earth, an ill eve zoculd aword P 
The good be thine, but far, for ever, far, 
From tec, be every pain, and every care; 
Alay all the blyſinys tender mothers pour 
Upon: thetr kneeling ſons, in their laſt hour, 
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A Plea in Bibalf of the Stage. 
TANT. of Performer; is the 
preſent grand Odjection to 
| dramatical Entertainments; Tis true, 
Death has depriv'd us of Wilks and 
| Oldfield, and Misfortune of the in- 
imitable Booth and Porter; but is 
the * to die or be deſerted : with 
them? No ſurely,” this is no Reaſon 
for diſcouraging thoſe that remain. 
Cibber is ſtill amongſt us, - witty: all 
the Merlt that was ever found inthe 
moſt - accompliſhed Actor; and his 
Son bids fair to inherit his Father's ( 
Praie. Beſides, the Audience is fre- 
| quently: apt to be too ſevere on thoſe 
who ſucceed to their 4% Favourites; 
and a thin Pit, and empty Boxes, 
have had am ill Effect on good Players, 
but never mended bad · ones. | 
But tis not à mere Want of Per- 
| formers that occaſions the Diſreliſh 
for Plays:; but a growing Affection to 
other leſs- valuable and leſs elegant 
Amuſements. 

Let me, however, recommend the 
| Britiſh Theatre, as a noble Object of 
Britiſh Encouragement. We have 
now liv'd to ſee Gentlemen mingled 
with Players in the Management; a 
Circumſtance long deſir d by the 
Town, and what we may reaſonably- 

ſuppoſe will produce the beſt Conduct 
imaginable: But we ſhould conſider 
their peculiar Hardſhips in pur- 
chaſing Shares at a great Expence, 
when a weekly Lols is added to the 
original Purchaſe.- Beſide, the Caſe 
of Mrs. Wilts deſerves the utmoſt” 
. Concern; the humane Temper and | 
univerſal Beneficence of her late Huſ- 
band having left her little beſides his 
Share in the Patent for her Support, 
| It ought farther to be conſider d in 
| Favour of the Theatre, that the No- 
velty of e . | 
Fieldi has nu contubuted to 
embarraſs their Affairs: Thoſe that 
| Were before to vain of their own 
Merits, and waited only an Oppor- 
tunity to diſtreſs the Company, tool 
the Hint immediately, and, for a 
A Trifle Advance, deſerteti the Servict” 
that had bred them up. Their Ex- 
ample may have a bad Effect on thoſe. 


that remain; 'tis to be feat'd the reſt 


may grow eee too, and, upon 
the ſmalleſt Pique, remove as the for- 
| ET IND 
5 mer, 80 that in Time the Theatre 

Royal itſelf (without a timely Inter- 

poſition in its Favour) may be oblig'd 
| to change its Situation; and when 
People of Diſtinction would ſee a- 

Play, they muſt travel ſor it as far as © 
' Goodman's Fitlds. | 
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MACKLINANA. 
[No. IX. J 


From the MSS. of Mr. Charles Macklin, Comedian. 


ACCOUNT OF THE RIO IN 1734-5, 

Occasioned by the Abzence of - Denoyer, the Dancer. 
Denoyss, not coming from the prince's ball, on his birth-day, to 
dance at the theatre, Macklin made an apology for Denoyer, but 
was hissed by the audience, who were in a great rage, created by 
the Calveshead Club. Lord Boyne, his brother, Captain Hamilton, 
and Lord ——, who went out of his mind afterwards, and was in a 


mad house on Turnham-Green, occasioned by the circumstances I 


am about to record, 

They made a gang-way out of the pit, with the benches of it, 
over the orchestra; Macklin got up to the thunder-loft, and ordered 
the servants of the theatre to make the stage dark, to open the 
traps, to let loose hell, to roll the thunder, and to flash the lightning; 
this he did with a stentorophon, which frightened the audience much. 

This manceuvre hindered the rioters for a long time from com- 
ing on the stage: various incidents arose, during this riot, which 
lasted till twelve at night; then they assailed the stage, and cut all 
the scenes; Macklin saved himself by creeping under the world, 
which was shewn in the last scene of the pantomime of the night. 
Macklin played the clown in it, and danced with Faussan, who re- 
presented a military petit maitre, in which his activity, cutting, 
capering, grimace, and burlesque deportment, got him great fame. 

The rioters, on landing upon the stage, used Paul Whitehead 
very ill, and seized one of the greatest duellists ever known; 

Surrige was his name; by birth, a natural son of Lord » 
(I forget his name) but he was a Scotch lord, who suffered for his 
rebelling in 1716; five or six of the rioters insulted Surrige very 
grossly: they thought he was an actor, but when, at last, they 
t>und he was a gentleman, and a man of terror, it was very droll to 
dee their submission. 

A council of policy was held to determine how those rioters 
zhould be treated: ob,, there were the royal arms on the outside 
over the centre front box, extending up to the middle gallery; the 
rioters broke, his Majesty's arms into a hundred pieces, which was 
lucky for the manager for thys insult to the arms-royal gave much 
offence to the king, the minister, the whole court, and the pub- 
lic in general, and great joy to Fleetwood, the manager, and 
Macklin, his prime minister, who, it was determined by the rioters, *, 
should never be suffered on the stage again ©) nA JJ 
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The theatre was shut up for two or three days, which was by 
Macklin's secret advice to the manager; the advice was political, 
and answered the end that was wished from the measure, for the 
whole public felt ſor the theatre and for themselves; the eourt felt 
it, and the rioters most terribly. 

Law was in every mouth—punishment—resentment : — the rio- 
ters trembled, and offered any reparation ; their disgrace at court in- 
areased every hour :—they were all deemed Jacobites, and enemies to 
the House of Hanover. 

The politicians of the theatre did not fail to exercise their talents 
for invention, and offered proof of rebellious words uttered when the 
King's arms were demolished : the topic was a good one: scandal and 
falshood were very fertile, but not so fertile as the hear-sayers made 
them; for every lie the original liar invented, the hear-sayers im- 
proved and increased it to an incredible degree. 

The richest part of the history lies in the making up this terrible 
breach with the manager, the court, and the public; that done, came 
on something more terrible, the affronting and striking Dick Surrige, 
a man who had served in the Irish brigade several years—had nine 
duels—killed two men in France -was obliged to steal from France; 
then had a commission in the Irish regiment in Holland—killed a 
man there then went, into the Emperor of Germany's service 
killed a man there ;—then into the Prussian $ervice—killed a man 
there ; then he came to England—in one winter he had four duels— 
suctess8ful in all: —and all these doings of terror the rioters had to 
contemplate, 

It was resolved by the cabinet of the theatre that Surrige should 
not speak to, or send any intelligence to, the rioters, pending the parley 
between their friends and interposers, and the manager, his friends, 
lawyers, and reporters. I met the lord who run mad, several times, tak- 
ing the air in a coach, near the Pack horse on Turnham Green: he some- 
times bowed to me—he wished to converse with me, but I was ad- 
vised not to go near him, and I took the advice, though I had « 
great curiosity to hear what he had to say to me; but, on reflection, 
| think it is better as it is : it might have proved a fatal curiosity, 
and the matter of it would not rise higher than insanity. 

Ihe compensation to Fleetwood and Macklin I cannot give now“, 
it shall be my next attention to this journal, for the compensation is 
a pleasant part of the action, and very expensive to the offenders; 
their interview with Dick Surrige was also extremely pleasant. 


« We have not been able to find any continuation of this curious history among the M. 
i® eur porrechion z but, we believe, the rioters paid 2c0ol, damages to the manager. 
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An AccounT of the STATE of Punic Ex. 


TERTAINMENTS in LONDON, about thirty 
Years ſincte. M. V7 O0 
N the firſt journey I made to London, in 


1736, | found two Italian operas, * The ce: 


lebrated Handel directed one, and had for his 
principal voices 8. Conti Giziello, and Signora 
Strada with an admirable baſe, His opera ſhone 
moreover by the fund of its muſic, the com- 
pofition of which was highly excellent. This 
Engliſh Orpheus himſelf dictated the” accords 


But he had to contend with a redout ted rivaP} 


M. Heidegger, the manager of an opera at the 


theatre in the Hay market; who preſented the 


molt excellent productions of Meſſ. Haſſe and 
Porpora, that were executed by 8s. Farinelli 
and Senoſino, and Signora Cuzzoni. © The great 


abilities of theſe renowned compoſitors, and ex- 


traordinary talents of the performers, and the 
emulation, that attended the execution, alto- 


gether, at that time made London the ſ-at of 


muſic, But at preſent Euterpe ſeems to have 
abandoned the Engliſh ſhore, and nothing now 
remains bat oratorios, which are ſometimes 
exhibited by M. Handel. 

The theatre here is on a much better eſtab- 
Iiſhihent. There are two houſes, one in Co- 
vent-garden, and the other in Drury-lage, that 
mutually endeavour to attain the 10 erior ſuf- 


frage of the people. The tirſt time I was at an 


Engliſh tragedy, the action of the performers 


appeared to me quite extravagant, and the 


ſound of their voices ſeemed in my ears like 
frightful howlings ; and tho' I ſtill find their 
manner in general outree, yet it does not ſhock 
me as at firit; I ſometimes diſcover a truth, 
and always an extraordinary power, . which, 
in the moſt pathetic parts of the piece, does not 


fail to have a great effect. I could with, how- 
ever, that they would ſomeihing more vary 
their manner, approach nearer to nature, and 


avoid that monotony in their declamation, to 
which | can never be reconciled. Ihe Englith 


comedy is my great delight. I there tind a vi- 


vacity, and a reſemblance of nature th-t is ad- 
mirable, and which a too ſcrupulous obſervance 
of rules prevents other nations from obtaining. 
The performers are extremely well dreſſed, 
and the managers of "ach company neglect no- 
thing that can diverſify and recommend their 
exhibitions. They have at Covent garden a 

oung Hebe, who is Venus by her beauty, and 

erplichore by her dance: this is Madamoiſelle 
Barbarini, an Italian, who is lately arrived in 
England. I cannot ſay enough in her praiſe: 
] avoid going behind the ſcenes, becaule I think 
it dangerous to examine her eyes, her hgure, 
and her graces, too nearly. She is great both 
in the ſerious and comic dance. At Drury lane 
they have M. and Madam Fauſſan, w -_ are 

; has a ſha 

excellent in the bird cone the h pe 
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and a figure that are delightful, and he is as vo- 
latile as a bird; he makes the moſt difficult 
ſteps, and the moſt anden leaps, with the 
utmoſt truth and propricty. Their dances and 
ballets are excellently well deſianed. | 
They lometimes alſo give operattas that are 
charming. I ſaw, the other day that of Comus, 
and was never better entertained. The words 
muſic are both admirable ; I am now em- 
loyed in learning the airs, with which I am 
the better pleaſed, as they are not at all diffi. 


* 


Notwithſtanding the utmoſt efforts of the ma- 
nagers, the inconſtancy of the Engliſh nation 
occaſions them to decline, Mr. Rich ie the 

manager of hat of der ys. wa and per- 
forms himſelf the part of Harlequin, he is be- 
ſide a man who unites to ſound ſenſe, much 
knowledge and a perlect acquaintance with an- 
tiquity, and has made a thorough ſtudy of all 
that relates to a theatre. Finding his exhibi- - 
tions in danger of being netlected, he for a 
ong time ruminated on the means of reviving 
them by ſome new plan; and at laſt conceived 
the deſign of eftabliſhing the pantomimes of the 
ancients in their_primitive purity, For you 
knowg,m ! dear friend,” that this entertainment, 
in whÞh the thoughts were. at firſt expreſſed by 
action and attitude, without the uſe of any one 
word, was at laft corrupted by the Romans, 
who added indecent expreſſions ; as we fee by 
the Mimes de Laberius, which were no other 
than licentious comedies. Mr. Rich found 
within himſclf great reſources for the ſucceſs 
ol his project; and he found in M. Fotier the 
| moſt proper man in the world to ſecond him, 
This is a very able mafter of the ballet and of 
the dance, and one who has a marvellous att 
in imit ting all ſorts of actions : he plays the 
art of Pierrot eſpecially in the higheſt perfec- | 
tion, Theſe two extraordinary men uniteg 7 
their talents, and aflociated in their enterpri 
ſome other able actors. They invented the. 
deſigns, they compoſed a muſic that was con- 
nective andexpreſlive of what the actions. 
to repreſent : they carried the art of machinf 
almoſt tou magical extent; and, in ſhort, . 
fered to the public a pantomime, in_its firſt | 
ſay, perfect, All London ran to ſee it, as to 
a tire; and I do allure you, Sir, that it is an 


entert-inment highly pleaſing on the firſt re- 
reſentation; but 1 doubt whether it be cal ' 
Jued to continue for any long time. You will *' 
eaſily conceive, that ſuch a repreſentation can 
only give the outlines of a ſable or plot, drawn 
fron the moſt ſtriking paſſions of the mind; 
and that they all call fineſſe, bon mot, {prightly 
repartee, delicate ſentiment, &c. is not to be 
repreſented by geſtures. The pantomime, 
therefore, can only ſpeak to the ſenſes, and 
never to the underſtanding ; and this it is which- 
conſiderably detracts from its merit, and pres 


vents it from buipg repgiedlyWFatng, 
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Vet for a lover we may ſay, 
He wears no cheating phyz ; 

Tho! others looks do oft betray, 
He looks like what he is. 


Each lover's fuch a wretched afs, 
Surely he needs no curſe; 

He wiſhes he may wed his laſs, 

No foul can wiſh him worſe. 


N, a notorious Scribbler, was for ſending 
the Remarks and Song to your Society. 

O opened his Mouth in Approbation of this 
Propoſal. 
The aboveſaid Gentlemen, were the only 
Speakers to the Point in Queſtion, For, 

P, Q: R, S, T, U, W, X, Y, Z, being 


Weekly Essa vs in 


A 


all married Men, hung down their Heads, B 


and had nothing at all to ſay for themſelves, 
Your moft bumble Servant, 
AND yER 8E AND, 


§. A Letter 1 9 .@ Gentleman in London to 
his Friend in the Country, ſent the Day 
after the AA fer laying @ Duty on Spiri- 
tuous Liquors t Place. 
SIX, 


HE moft remarkable Occurrence fince 

my laft, is the Death of that incom- 
parable Perſonage the Lady Geneva; ſhe way 
a Lady of a very illuſtrious Extraction, of 
univerſal Benevolence to all ſuch as implored 
her Aſſiſtance, being Food to the Hungry, 
Cloaths to the Naked, a conſtent Refuge to 
the 'Fatherleſs and Widows, and a never- 
failing Conſolation to the Perſecuted and Op- 
preſſed. By Conſtitution of a very high Spi- 
rit, the was ever mindful of Injuries receiy- 
ed, and of all Attempts of impoſing upon 
her Good - nature, ever turning ſuch Offences 
to the Shame of the Tranſzreſſors; nelther 
would the admit of any Reconciliation, till 
ſhe had debaſed them to the /crveff} State hu- 
man Nature js capable of. Notwithſtanding 
theſe and many other perſonal Qualifications, 


ſhe was held in the higheſt Eſteem by thoſe. 


of her own Sex, even of the firft Quality, 
being admitted into their moſt private A- 
partments, ever at' band to adminiſter Relief 
under the many Diſappointments and Afflie- 
tions, ſo unfortunately incident to that tender 
Part of the Creation. She was no lefs poſ- 
ſeſſed of the AﬀeRions of the Land holders, 
whoſe Intereſt ſhe was always ambitious of 
being thought to have much at Heart; with 
ſome of whom, 'twas confidently affirm'd, ſhe 
had for ſome Time paſt liv'd in a very crimr- 
nal Converſation, Her Death ('tis thought) 
was owing to ſome very indecent and ungen- 
tlemanlike Aſperſions caft on her, by a great 
Man in = certain great Aſſembly, in Re- 
venge of ſome private Family . Quarrel be- 
tween him and her Ladyſhip; or, av otheiy 
ſay, from his Impntience of any Rival to 
ſhare with him in the Affection: of the Peo- 
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ple. This ill Uſage (it was *pprebended) 
would be greatly reſented by ber Friend® 
and Dependants; to prevent which, jt was 
thought proper to place a ſtrong Guard at the 
ſaid Gentleman's Houſe. Could ſhe have 
out- lived that fatal Day, it is believed the 
might till have long flouriſhed, being (tho? 
moch advanced in Years) of great Strength 
of Body z and what is yet more wonderful, 
ſtill increafing in Strength as ſhe increaſed in 
Years. In Holland ſhe has left an only Si- 
ſter, who is no leſs the Darling of the Peo- 
ple there. Upon her Death-bed ſhe declared 


ſhe died without Iſſue, and that if any were 


impoſed upon them as ſuch, the ſame were 
ill itimate, The greateſt Part of her Sub- 
ſtance ſhe left to the Brexwers- Company, whom 
ſhe alſo made her Executors: Her Body to 
the Surgeons and Apotbecaries jointly, whe 
propoſe to malce great Coins by uſing it in 
the Preparation of their Medicine“. As the 
lived univerſally beloved, ſo ſhe died univer» 
(ally lamented, ö 


Craſiſman, June 25. Ne 573 · 


The Conduct of the miniſflerial Writers, in 
relation to the Bill for rifiraining tbe 
STAGE, 


| Y Lord Clarendon obſerves of Sir Fd» 

ward Herbert, Attorney-General to 
EK. Charles I. that the Knack of bis 'Talk was 
the moſt like Reaſon, without being it, I 
cannot ſay even ſo much of the miniſterial 
Writers ; for there is nothing in »ny of their 
Papers like Reaſon, but the Stiffneſs, Peden- 
try and Affectation, with which they abound. 
They are now grown fo abominably dull, 
that the Publick will hardly bear any Re- 
marks upon them, and it is always neceſſary 
to make an Apology for troubling them in 
this Manner, even when Points of the ut- 
moſt Importance are concern'd in the Debate, 
They have lately clubb'd all their Abilities 
againſt the Stage; tho' they are ſo ineon- 
ſiſtent with each other, that it is impoſſible 
to give them a direct Anſwer. 

Allowing the Grecian, Roman, and Brit" 
Theatres to have been guilty of ſome Abuſes, 
which cannot indeed be deny'd; in there no 
Difference be ween pruning off the Juxuriant 
Branches, and cutting up the Tree by the 
Roots? Or if Men in Autberity ought not to 
be fatirized upon the Stage, even in general 


Charafers, which the People may apply; in 


jt reaſonable to allow ſuch a Privi ege apninſt 
theſe, who think it their Duty to opp ſe 
them, in a free Country? It hath been 


G ſtrongly urged, on the other Side, what a 


prodigious Effect theatrical Repreſent ations 
have upon the Minds of the Prople; and 
there is certainly a good deal of Truth in it. 
A great Stateſman of "Antiquity uſed to mr 
| at 


324 
that if he had the Management of the Stage 
intirely in his Hands, he would undertake to 
govern the World; and one of our own Country 
made an Obſervation of the ſame Nature, 
with Rel-tion to common Ballads, It there- 
fore the Diſeaſe is grown fo deſperate, that 


nothing but Amputation will cure it, let that 
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if the old Prerog ative: of the Crowh ſhould b 
converted into Statute Law, and added to 
the new Power, which our Debts and Taxes 
have created. * 
It was formerly the Cuſtom of our Kings 
to keep a Fefter, as well as a Company of 
Comedians, within their Court ; but I never 


deſperate Remedy be apply'd, and not leave A heard that he had an excluſive Patent, or . 


ſuch a popular Engine in the Hands of one 
Party, which may make them abſolute, and 
Put it in their Power to deſtroy the or ber. 

It is farther ſaid, in Anſwer to us, that 
the Liberty of tbe Stage hath no Relation to 
the Liberty of the Preis, of which they af- 
fect at preſent to be zealous Advocates; tho' 
it is well known they were not always ſo; 
and there is not one Argument for reſtraining 
the one, which will not equally extend to the 
other. 

If any wicked Minifler ſhould hereafter 
think it neceſſary to ſcreen his Actions from 
publick Notice, by ſuch a Reſtraint upon the 
Preſs, he would certainly cloak it under the 
Pretence of Zeal for his Maffer. It was very 
well obſerved, in a certain Place, that a 
Vein, who had often libell'd K. Charles II. 
A Ympunity, was at laſt put in the Pillory 
for reflecting upon ene of bis Minifters ; upon 
which the King expreſi'd himſelf to this 
Effect. — The Fellow is a Fool, Had be fuck 
to me, be had been ſafe enough ; but if be takes 
the ſame Liberty with preat Men, be muſt ex 

A to br ſeverely puniſh d. 

9 If 14 2 [ here ſuppoſe, 
Nand in Need of a plauſible Handle to put 
bie Deſign in Execution, he would probably 
Inſttuct ſome of his moſt truſty Creatures, 
pr Hirelings, to abuſe the % Liberty of the 
Preſs, in order to juſtify a Reflraint upon it. 
Nay, if he cheuld happen to be a Man of 2 
very vindiftive Nature, he might even take 
away the Liberties of a whole Nation, to re- 
venge bimſclf upon % or three particular 
Perſonz, who had given him Offence, by 
ſetting hie Character and Conduct in a true 
Light. 

But we are told that rbis A# only confirms 
former Laws, and gives the Chamberlain no 
Power but what he enjoy'd before by Cuftom, 
or Prerogative, 

This is not only very far from being true, 
but would be fallacious, ſuppoſing it to be ſo; 
for the Claims of the Crown by Prerogative 
were always doubtful and diſputed ; but there 
Js no contending with an expreſs Af of Par- 
liament, Beſides, did not Mr. O/berne aſſert, 
ſome Time ago, that there was no ſuch 
Thing as Prerogative, ſince the Revolution, 
und extol our preſent Happineſs ypon that 
Account? I could by no Meang agree with 

him upon ti Head, and gave my Reaſons 
for it in two or three P-pers ; but whether 
be or I were in the Right, we ſhall certainly 


heve ng Reaſon to boaſt of our Congitiop, 


. 
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C 


ſhould D 


FE ther Aclor. 
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that No-body was allow'd to crack a Foke, 
without a Licence ſrom the Crown; tho' to 
my poor Apprehenſion there always ſeem'd 
to be as much Reaſon for one as the or ber, 
till 1 wzs lately convinced to the contrary, 
If it ſhould be ever thought proper to revive 
that antient Office, No- body would fill it with 
more Dignity than my old Friend Sir H. B. C. 
whom I formerly recommended to the ſame 
Poſt under K. Theodvre ; but as the Reſtora- 
tion of that Monarch is ſtill uncertain, I am 
willing to provide for him as ſoon as poſſible ; 
and beſides the Place will be much more ho- 
nourable, as well as profitable, I ſhall only 
give him one Piece of Advice, in caſe he 
ſhould ſuceeed ; and that is never to take any 
Libertie» with the reigaing Minifter, for the 
Time being, but remember the Fate of his 
Predeceſſur Archy, in the Reign of K. 
Charles I. who was ſoundly whipt for exert- 
ing bis Tolent againſt Archbiſhop Laud, Ag 
for the King, it was always the Fefter's 
Right to tell him the Truth, which is no 
ſmall Privilege; and I make no Doubt that 
my ingenious Friend will execute that Part 
of his Office with a moſt rigid ExaQnefs, 

I find it begins alregdy to be Matter of 
Diſpute amongſt the Law Criticks, how far 
this AA extends ; but in my Opinion it takes 
in all Players of Interludes, both animate and 
inanimate; or elſe it will not anſwer the 
Deſign; for a Puppet may be made to pro- 
payate 28 much Scandal and Sedition as ano- 
It is well known that Punch 
was always a little, dirty, meddling Fellow, 
as Mr. Addiſon long ago obſerved, 


w——importunus adefl, atgus omnia turbat ; 


and he may be dreſe'd up in ſuch a Manner 
aq to repreſent ſome real Perſonape, of great 
Note. For this Reaſon I preſume that he 
lil not be tolerated, either upon the Stage, 
or even in a Raree-ſhow Box, 

I likewiſe take it for granted that as one of 
the profeſy'd Deſigns of this Law was to put 
a Stop to the Luxury, Extravagance and Cor- 
ruption of the Age, that we ſhal! hear of no 
more Italian Operas; and | hope effeQual 
Care is taken to include thoſe infamous Aſ- 
ſemblies, call'd Maſguerades, which not only 
tend to debauch the whole Nation, but give 
Tradeſmen and others an Opportunity of 
Gaming in the Dark, whoſe Buſineſs and 
m_ would not ſuffer them to do it ip 


7 


ww 


reSCarch 
publications 


* * a 
1 - * — — 
” 2 A oy * — * me, 2 


* 


Week Exxavs ws OCTOBER; 173% 80g 


rity, to have Reeourſe to Induſry and Fruga- 
tity, and to encourage and put our Trade un 
der proper Regulations, Our vigilant Neigh- 
bours have made ſuch Advantages of our 
Wealeneſs, av are greatly bene fiele] to them, 
and may be of fatal Cotiſequence to us, We 
Have, indeed, a confiderable Navigation, and 
our Ships of War never were more numerous, 
or in a better Condition; our Exports, ns 
well as [rports, are alſo very large; from 
whence moſt People flatter themſelves that 
we have ftill a flouriſhing © and beneficial 
Commerce; but confiderate und knowing 
Men, who look into the Bottom of Things, 
plainly perceive the Cinker, that is in 
every 'Branch, and, will inevitably eat out 


and deſtroy it. Dr. Davenant ' obſerves, B 


* That 4 Country may have all the outward 
Marks of Wealth, and yet its Condition be 
unſound at Bottom. A Nation muy have 
great Fleets, and Armies, and the Appearance 
of a great foreign | Traffick; the Buildings 
may be magnificent, private Perſons may nc- 
eumulate much Wealth, and the Way of 
Living of many appear ſumptucus 5 and yet 
Poverty may be all the while ſecret'y cr:ep- 
ing upon ſuch a Country,” 
Again — “ The Symptoms of a Bankrupt 
Nation are eafily diſcern'd, and of a whole 
People collectively conſider'd growing poor, 
by living above their Circumſtances, That 
« Yew will gather to themſelves great For- 
tunes; but the Number of ſuch as grow poor, 
will be far more conſiderable z and that there 
will be here and there Marks of Splendor 
among the better Sort; but there ſhall be an 
univerſal Face of Poverty vpon the common 
People, 
« The Trade of a Nation, fays Mr. Gee, 
is of mighty Conſequence, A Nation may 
gain vaſt Riches by Trade and Commerce, or 


for Want of dve Attention may be drain'd of E 


them, Iam more willing to mention this, 
becauſe 1 am afraid the preſent Circumſtances 
of ours carry out more Riches than they 
bring home. As there is Cauſe to appehend 
this, furely it ought to be look'd into; and 
the more, fince if there be a Wound, there 
are Remedies, which, if rightly applied, will 
make our Commerce flouriſh, and the Nation 


hoppy.” a 


Cnanrtes FrrrroOnT» 
Common Senſe, Oct. 14. No $9. 


The Power of MUSIC. 
| USIC was held in great Eſteem u- 


mong the Antients, particularly the g 


Oel, who looked upon it as a neceſſary 
Part of the Education of their Youth, and 
thought the due Regulation of it worthy the 
Care of their Laws, This is not to be won- 

deted at, conſidering the aſtoniſhing Effect, 
_ | 2 


which the beſt Hiſtoniens aſſure og Mutic 
had in thoſe Days. i Wo? e 

„The Pyerbhic Tune, as l well known, had 
ſuch 3 martial Influence, that, in a very 
little Time, it ſet the Audience 8: fighting, 


whether they would or hot. Thie Tse, by - 


the Way, muſt have infinitely. exceeded, our 
beſt, modern Marches, which, by What. 1 
have been able to abo in Hyd. Fark. 
rather ſets our, Army a dancing, than 3 
fighting. ger ua 
The Phyygian Muſic inclined 'as much to 
Love z and Quintilian tells us, that Pythaga- 
rat, having: obſerv'd ar youpg Man ſo iv 
flamed by thid Þ hg ian Modulation, that be 
was going to offer Violence to a.Lydy f 
Cobdition, immediately crder'd; the Jeu 
ments to play in a graver Meaſure, callad-the 
Spondee, which inſtantly check'd the Gal- 
lant's DeGrpe, and ſaved the Lady's. Chaſtitn 
Dion Chryſoflomus informs uv, that the 
Mulician WIH, playing one Day upon 
the Flute be bre Alexander the Greet; in 
the Movement-call'd Ortior, that Prince tn 


C mediately laid hold of his greet Send, and 


wa with Difficulty hindered from doing 
Miſchief. And Mr. Dryden, in his cele- 
brated Ode upon, St, Cacilia's Day, repreſents 
that Heroy alternately affected, in the high 

Degree, by tender or martial Sounds, naw 
languifhirg in the Arm: of | his Courteſan, 
Thais, and anon 2 ſnatehing 2 Flam- 
beau, and. ſetting Fire to the Town of Parſa- 
polis. (See the Ode, Vol. V. p. 95.) 

1 am apt to believe, that in Muſic, av in 
many other Arts and Sciences, we fall infi- 
nitely ſhort of the Antients: For, 1 tales it 
for granted, that we ſhauld be open to the 
ſame Impreſſions, if our Compoſers had but 
the Skill to make them. However; tho' 
Muſie does not now cauſe thoſe ſurprifing 
Etfects, which it did formerly, it Rilkretsins 
Power enough over Mens Paſſions; to make 
it worth our Care: And I have heard ſome 
Perſons, equally ſkill'd in Muſic and Poli- 
ticke, aſſert, that King James was ſung ond 
fiddled out of this Kingdom, by the Prote- 
fant Tune of Lillybullero ; and that Somebody 
elſe would have been fiddled into it again, if 
a certain treaſonable, Popiſ®, Fatobite Tune 
had not been timely ſilenced by the unwearied 
Pains and Diligence of the Adminiſtration. 

Having thus ſhewn the Power and Effecte 
of Mufic, both among the Antients and the 
Moderne, and the good and ill Uſes which 
may be made of it, I ſhall ſubmit it ta Per» 
ſons wiſer than myſelf, what is to be done in 
this important Cr, [viz. the Ceſſation of 
Operas,] I look ry ns to have been 
the great National Kſfhabliſhment of Muſic, 
and I ar perſuaded that innumerable Sedts 
will riſe from their Ruins, and b into 
various: Conwenticler ..' Vocal and Inftrumen- 
tal, Whieh, If net attended to, mag prove - 


A 4% —_— 
29 Ma 35 


PR 
2 22 


Oh 
10115 


306 MNieelly Ess Aus in OCTOBER, 1738; 


$11 Con But in this, as in every Cient to keep theſe, over whom it may be ex- 


* "Thing elſe, I put my Truſt in the Wiſdom erciſed, within whatever Bounds he may be 


of the Miniſters, who daily ſhew, that no- Pleaſed to preſcribe to them; for it cannot be 
thing is «bove their Skill, or below their imagined, that with the precarious Tenure of 
Care. Kingdoms and Gin-Sellers tremble at ® Commiſſion, during Pleaſure, they will 
their Fleets, and their Informers— Terrible venture to depart from the implicit Obedience 
abroad, and lovely at home, they put me al- exacted by their Superiore 3 or refule to hold 
ways in Mind of that beautiful Deſcription, A their Theatrical Titles, Places, and Pre- 
which Tefſo gives of one of his Heroes! — * OY won, 3 the 
; ; % N Puiſſant, the r1 able, an e rig 
Se wedi folminar , fra L Arme, auvolto reverend have 9 to ſubmit, of 0 
Marte /e flimi ; «mor ſe ſcopr Fl volts, 8 2 but low and faint Imitators, 
If you were to ſes him, 4* he, glittering uſt we then conclude, that it is thought 
in his Armour, and in al 
War, you'd- take him for Mars, the God than ow own, to reform an E Au- 
of it; — when that's over, and he lays by dience? 1 ſhould be ſorry this were true in 
his Helmet, you's thick him the God of B Faft ; berauſe, if it were, another Fact 
Love. would be as truag that we are ſunk into a 
lower Degree of Depravity and Corruption, 


21. Ne 641. than even our enſlaved Neighbours ; for I be- 
„ tobe beg lieve it will —_— hold good, that the 

Of introducing Foreign Players. \ Manner: 7 a People may be known by their 
HE Arguments offer'd for reſtraining * Theatrical Performances ; a8 well becauſe the 


the Freedom of the Stage, by Ad of a are Imitations of the firff ; us becauſe Prers 
Parliament, were founded upon the Neceſſity C and Aforr, who live by their Succeſs, will 
of correcting ſome Abuſes, to which it was * exhibit nothing to the Publick, that is not 
made ſubſervientz and theſe were thought to agreeable to its Taſte and Inclination. But, 
be Evile of ſoch a Nature, with reſpect to thank God, the Caſe is yet otherwiſe. Eng- 
the whole Society, as to require a Remedy / Senſe and Wit are hitherto free from Pro- 
purchaſed with the Ruin of Thouſands, and ftitution z and an Ergliþ Audience hath 
with the Sacrifice of at leaſt one Branch ſhewn, that we are not to be driven, even by 
Libety ; but, admitting the Prudence, Juſ- military Force, to applaud French Mu 5 
tice, and Moderation of this Meaſure, it will and turn our Eyes from the glorious Deeds of 
neceſſarily follow, that to licenſe any one Set D our Henrys and our Edwards, to the Tricks 
of Men, from whom more univerſal and per- of Harlequin, and his beggarly Train. 
nicious Conſequences may be apprehended, is We are fewer in Number than our potent 
acting contrary to the Reaſon of the Thing, Neighbours, and have hitherto been preſerved 
and to the Senſe of the Legiſlature declared from them, by the ſuperior Virtue of our 
upon it. People, The preſent Situation of Affaire 
If to this Confideration we join another, renders their Power. more formidable than 
that thoſe, who are indulged, are Strangers, ever; and of Conſequence their Deſigns to be 
and the unhappy Sufferers are Notiver of the E more apprehended, If we change our Man- 
Land; it will sppear, that while the End ners for theirs, we loſe our only effectual 
und Purpoſes of the Law are deſtroy d, the Burrier, and we muſt be over-power'd by 
Severity of the Means are continued and in- their Numbers, Jmitation is natural to Man- 
creaſed; for with what additional Pain of kind; and, of all Species of Men, moſt na- 
Mind muſt a farwing El find his tural to Youth and to the Multitude ; but 
Hands tied up by the Laws of his own Coun- more eſpecially in thoſe Things, which thro? 
ery, from the only Means, which Nature, the Senſes entertain Fancy and Imagination, 
or Education, have given him of Subfiſl- Thie natural Tendency appears very ſtrongly 
tencez while he ſees a foreign Stroller let F in the Behaviour of our young Men, who 
Jooſe, by the partial Indulgence of his Fellow have travell'd into France; and who, with- 
Subjefi, to rife upon his Misfortunes ? out perhaps one Exception, endeavour to imi - 
Whatever other particular Reaſons there tate, bere, what they have admired in that 
might have been for delivering the Stage over gayer Climate. By theſe Means, the Race 
to the Mercy of « L—d C——1, there can of Country Gentlemen is almoſt quite extinR ; 
be but one to juſtify his Refuſal of a Licence from which happy Change, tho' the [nfru- 
to thoſe, who have fince applied for it; and ments of Dreſi, Feafting, «nd Equipage flour- 
that muſt be an Apprehenſion that a greater G iſh, and grow opulent; yet the exbaufted 
Number then two Play-bouſer, in this great Country becomes deſolate and poor. The 
and populous City, would only ſerve to cor- Moltitude have been hitherto ſecured from 
rupt and debauch the Minds of its Inhabl= «bis contagious Imitation, by an happy Impotli- 
tente. I fay, this can be the only Reaſonz bility of going to ſee the Originals, Muſt we 
becouſs e Power intruſted with bim bs ſyſffi» therefore, by u notable Contrivance, 2 


the Thunder of French Poets and Comedians are more proper 
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them? Or, will the Incitements to Vice and 
Luxury, which haye already defliroy'd many 
noble Families, prove leſs pernicious to the 
lower Rank of People, who have no Eſtates 
but their Time and Labour, and no Riches 
but the Induſtry proceeding from them? 

There was a Time, when the Love of 0/d 
England was the great Characteriſtie of 
every Engli/hman ; and we were fear'd by 
others, in Propottion as we loved ourſelves. 
With the Roman Spirit of Patriot!ſm and 
Freedom, we contraſted a like Hatred and 
Contempt for other Nations, The Exceſs 
was, perhaps, unjuſtiflable, and ought to be 
corrected, if it could be done without re- 
ftraining the glorious Cauſe ; but ſurely it was 
not ſuch an Evil as deſerved to be remedied 
by the contrary Extreme, If our Anceſtors 
ated ill, in impoſing Incapacities on Stran- 
gers, from which they themſelves were freed, 
ſhould we now ſo totally invert their Policy, 
as to give Privileges and Immunities to Stran- 
gers, that are deny'd to Engliſomen ? 


Common Senſe, OA. 21, No 90. 


Of the late Treatment the French Players 
met with, 


T is an Obſervation made by ſome Au- 
thor, 'That Liberty and Riches make 
People rough and infolent ; and that Poverty 


A 


C 


"this Difficulty, and bring France home to ing to the ſame laudable Intention of reform- 


ing our Manners, 

But here, by the Way, I can't forbear la- 
menting the Misfortune it is ſometimes to 
leaſe the Public. There was « Poet, whoſe 
ittle Pieces became the Delight of the 
Town, and gave Bread to a Company of 
Comedians at the little Theatre in the Hay- 
Market ; But Wit and Satire, as he himſelf 


obſerved, are like ſome Medicines, which © 


will not operate upon found Conftitutions, 
but when they meet with a rotten Carcaſy, 
they play the Devil; and our Projector hap- 
2 to have a great many fore Places about 

im, our Poet's Pille, gave him the Gripes. 
To make ſhort of my Tale; it was decreed 
they muſt fall, Our Projector, whoſe frank 
Heart was ever a Stranger to Malice, reſolv'o, 
fince he could not damn. the Poet, to ruin 
him, and ſend the Players a begging, It is a 
melancholy Story to tell; but I have been in- 


form'd, that Alexander the Great was not 


long ſince preſſed” in a Col ier, and, what 
goes to his Soul, is, that he is forced to ſerve 
on board @ pacific Fleet: Julius Ceſar, who 
gained 20 Victories over the Gault, is forccd 
to carry a brown Muſket for Bread, in an 
Army which never ſaw the Face of an Ene- 


my, and never will; while the Queen of 


Egypt, who charmed the Heart of this He- 
roc, was diſcover'd among a Band of en 
Peaſants making Hay. The Greateſt are not 
above the Strokes of Fortune! It ſeems, 


and Oppreſſion render them civil and polite. D that ſoon after the Power of ſending Kings 


Poverty and Oppreſſion will certaioly render 
thera ſubmiſſive; which, with People who 


do not diſtinguiſh, may paſs for Politeneſi. 


But, agreeing to the Whole of this Maxim, 
I find, according to the moſt exact Calcula- 
tion, that about 20,000 Horſe, Foot and 
Dragoons, an Army of Exciſe-men of near 
double that Number, with 50,000 Iaſor mers, 
will go near-hand to civilize a Nation, to the 
higheſt Degree of Politeneſs, which may 
conſiſt of 8 or 9,000,000 of People. 

I am credibly inform'd, that it was from 
long Contemplation on this Maxim, that 
u certain Projector became inſpired with the 
Exciſe- Scheme. It is now many Years fince 
he has been meditating a Reſolution to leave 


- nothing untried, which might tend to civi- 


line his Countrymen z while he, good Man! 
was humbly content to be himſelf the moſt 
unmannerly Fellow in the Kingdom, 

It is true, he miſcarried in that pious De- 
len, by the perverſe Oppoſition of a People, 


mt always attentive to their own Good; but 


their Ingratitude has not deſtroy'd his boneſt 
Jatentione, He is awake when others ſleep, 
22d ſtudies Night and Day to the ſame pious 
End, In little, as well as great Things, the 
Good of his dear Country is uppermoſt in his 
Thoughts: Even the ſubjecting of Plays and 


E 


F 


G 


and Conquerors a begging was veſted la the 
Ch— n, it was reſolved to bring a foreign 
Company of Players, and place them upon 
that Stage from whence our own had been 
juſt expelled z and, as « Relation of the 


Projector had himſelf play'd the Part of 


Harlequin in foreign Countries, tho' without 
any Succeſs (for Nature did not form him to 
pleaſe) he was thought the propereſt Perſon 
for this Purpoſe. Away he goes, the Sub- 


ject of his Journey being a great Myſtery» 


I ſhall take no Notice of the Time he em- 
ployed, nor the Leather he loſt in riding 
Poſt 3 but the important Secret breaks out at 
loſt, and a Company of outlandiſh Comedians 
arrive. 

So ſoon as the Bill appeared for their Play- 
ing, with the Word Au rnoa tr v placed at 
Top, the Public was ſtung to the Quick, 
and thought themſelves concerned to exert 
that Liberty they enjoy, to reſent the Af- 
front put upon them. They filled the Hodſe, 
and play'd off all the Artillery of Cat-ca)le, 
Bells, Sc. againſt the Stage, and the miſe» 
rable Comedians ſuffered for Sins not their 
own. ; 

—— qu ipſe miſerrima vidi, 


Et quorum pars magna ſui 


Player to the Power of a Ch—n ey, wow it was over, I retired to the 2 
: Gr >» . | * 
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with ſome of thoſe whom I ſaw moſt active 
in the Pit, and repreſented to them, That 
1 way afraid their Behaviour that Night might 
appear to Strangers to be a little cruel, and 
barbaroust To which one of them anſwer'd 


me, That the Audience had a legs! Right 


to ſhew their Diſlike o #ny Play or Actor in 
the Manner here done; for the common 
Law of Enyland was nothing but common 
Cuſtom, and the antient Uſege of the Peo- 
ple; that the Judicature of the Pit had been 
ncknowledg'd from Time immemorial, in 
Matters relating to the Stage; and tho' they 
were obliged to give no other Reaſon than, 
that they did not approve of theſe Actors, he 
would ſay ſomething more, 

It is well known (added he) that the Act 
for putting the Stage under a Regulation (as 
the Phraſe was) went againſt the Grain of the 
Publick ; they declared againſt it, but had 
not Intereſt enough to hinder its paſſing ; we 
looked upon it as a Step towards refireining 
the Liberty of the Preſs; we think every 
Thing, which is the Product of our own 
Country, ſhould be ſuffered to paſs free, more 
particularly the Wit and Learning of our own 
Growth; for we can't help thinking, that 
we ſhall ſee nothing but ſd infipid Stuff upon 


A 


B 


the Stage, while the 'Ch——n and his De- 


puties (who, for aught we know, may be his 
Footmen) have a Power over every Word to 
be ſpoke there, However, when the AR 
paſe'd, we ſubmitted, and tho” it was report - 


ers ſhould act no Plays but my own, and 


* that the Publick ſhoald be obliged to like 


them.“ I don't know what ſo wiſe a Man 
as the Luureat would do if he was King of 
France; but I think I know Hiſtory enough 
to affert, that no King of France, or any 
one by his Authority, ever controuled the 
Judgment of the Publick in Things of this 
Nature, or pretended to impoſe upon them 
what to. approve or diſlike uri guod ſentiat 
is a-pretty Motto, and any inſolent Man may 
put it upon his Coach, whether he under- 
ſtands it or not : But I hope other People, 
tho' they are not inclined to be his Slaves, 
may uſe it as well as he. 

] am growing ſerious upon this Subject, 
contrary to my Intention; but there is ſome- 
thing occurs to me which might have hap- 
pened that Night, which makes me grave in 
Spite of my Reſolution to be otherwiſe. 1 
am thinking, if the Fears of that little offi- 
cious Fellow, who was going to read the 
Proclamation, had not made him ſteal off, 
what might have been the Conſequence. 
Perhaps loo Gentlemen of Fortune, and 
every, one of as good a Family as any in the 
Adminiſtration, muſt have incurred the Pe- 
nalty of Felony, for having only done what, 
in ſome Countries, which do not pretend to 
our Liberties, a Man would not be fined a 


Crown for: 1 mean the not diſperſing, at 


the Word of Command, from a Place where 
they had pay'd their Money, But there is 


ed, that a Foreign Company of Actors would D Reafon to hope, that this Accident will bring 


be ſent for, we did not believe it j for we 
could not ſuppoſe that, while the Diſcontent 
otesſion'd by that Act was freſh in every 
one's Memory, = Ch-——n ſhould grow fo 
wanton with his new Power, as to inſult the 
Publicle, in this Manner. As to the Pre- 
tence, that they were ſent for te divert # fo- 
yeign Woman who does not underſtand Eng- 
liſp, ſhe ſhould have engaged them to play at 
her own Houſe, or rather her Lodgings, and 
have invited her own Company: It is not to 
be doubted but ſhe will ſoon be rich enough to 
pay them, for we dare ſay ſhe did not come 
into this Country to learn the Language, 
But as they were to take their Fate with the 
Publick, we were free to receive them us we 
Pleaſed 3 and fince Mr. Ch——n would not 
Hicenſe our Actors, we would not /icenſe his.“ 

I could not deny but there was ſome Rei- 
fon in this z and I remember, when the Cur- 
tain was drawn up, and I beheld Files of 
Mu fqueteers with Bayonets fixed to the Eads 
of their Pieces, and a dapper Hugonot ſtand- 
Ing up in the Pit, with a P. per in his Hand, 
$s if he ww going to declare War againſt the 
whole World, it put me in Mind of a Story 
which is told of our preſent incomparable 
Laureat: He took it into his Head once to 
wiſh himſelf King of France, and being 
*fked, for what Reaſon ? + Becauſe (fays he) 
would publiſh an E dier, That the Play+ 


E 


F 


about a fignal Good to this Nation, and that 
it will occaſion the Repeal of an AR which, 
by being abuſed, may put the Life of every 
Gentleman in Eng/and, one Time or other, 
in the Power of a Miniſter ; for there never 
will be wanting ſome low Tool, who, to in- 
pratiate himſelf with a Miniſter, and in 
Hopes to get « Place, will thruſt himſelf into 
every Aſſembly of Gentlemen, charged with 
this Proclamation, if he ſuſpecte that either 
they, or what they meet upon, may be diſa+ 
greeable to any of thoſe in Power, | 
As to the poor Comedians, I really pity 
them. They were encouraged to come from 
their own Country ; and, being unacquainted 
with our Diſputes, could not think th 
ſhould give Offence: They have, with 
any Intention on their Side, been made t 
Infltruments of affronting the Town, 2 
been placed upon the Stage to ſtand the pubs 
lick Reſentment, and been treated like t 
Enfans perdu in the Army. Their 3 
muſt have coſt them a great deal of Money; 
and if thoſe who have drawn them into t 
Scrape, do not pay them all their Expence! 
and give them ſomething beſides to com fol 
them for their Mortification, in being 
treated, I ſhall think it a very great Cruelty]; 
my, I ſhall think they treat theſe poor Play- 
ere as ill ay they have treated the Town, 
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L There is another Tribe of Perſons whit are Re- 
| | tainers to the Learned World, and who regulate 
themſelves upon all Occaſions by ſeveral Laws pe- 
culiar to their Body. I mean the Players or Az}. 
Cors of both Sexes. Among thele it is a ſtanding 
and uncontroverted oy that a Tragedian al- 
ways takes Place of a Comedian; and 'tis ver . 
Well known the merry Drolls that make us lau k 
are always placed at the lower end of t 
Table, and in every Entertainment give _ 
to the Dignity of the Backin, It is a Stage Ma 
im, Once a King and always a King. For this 
Reafon, it would be thought very ablurd: in Mr. 
ulla, notwithſtanding the Height and Grace 
d mess of his. Perſan; to fit at the Right Hand of 
an Rue; though, be were. but | five Foot high. 
The ſame DiſbaRion, is.obſerved'amongthe Ladies 
of the Theatre. Queens, and Heroines preferve | 
their Rank, in private Converſation, While thoſe 
who are Waitipg- Women and Maids of Honour 
upon the Stage, keep their Diſtance alſo behind 
the Scenes. ETFS 4 | 2 * PL 


1. hall. only add, that 3 720 of Reaſon, all 
Writers of Tragedy look upon it as their dye to be 
ſeated, ſerved, or ſaluted before Comick Writers: 
Thoſe who deal, in Tragi- Comedy uſually; taking 
their 05 between the Authors, of either: ſide. 
There has been a long, Diſpute for Precedene) be · 
tween the Lragick and Heroick: Poets. - Afiſtedler 
would have the latter, yield the: Pas tu the former, 
but Mr. Dryden and- many, others:would never ſub» 
mit to this Decitipn, Burleſque: Writers pay the 
ſime Deference to the Heroick, as Comick Writers 

toe their Serious Brothers in the Drama : 


Freater, had the People not been corrupted 
to act agalaſt their Conſciences. 


Common Senſe, Dec. 22. Nv 151. ; 


TaraTRaICcAlt Forces, 


1 given me the greateſt Pleafure, to obſerve 
the Revival of that true Britiſb Spirit, 


which I fear}d Corruption might have tainted, - 


or Deſpair have ſank. The univerſal Chear- 


fulneſs, with which the Nation at preſent, 


not only ſubmits to, but ſollicits the heavieſt 
Burdens, In order to retrieve, at. laſt, its Ho- 
nour, and aſſert its Rights, ſhows that the 
Genius of this'Ifland till riſes ſuperior to the 
vile Arts made uſe of to depreſs it, Every 
Man in the Kingdom (except one, or, at 


moſt, two) heartily concurs in the carrying 


on of the preſent War, Among the many 
Inſtances of this generous Spirit, I cannot 


help mentioning one of a private Perſon, - 


which ſeems to _ any Thing-I have read, 
of any private Roman, I mean Mr. Rich, 
who has, on this Occaſion, rais'd at his own 
Expence, two incomparable Regiments for the 
Service of his Country, Whoever has late 

ſeen that inimitable Comedy, The Rebearſal, 
muſt, doubtleſs, have been truck with the 
Strength and Beauty of thoſe two Corps, 
It would be wrunging them to call them 
either Foot, Horſe, or Dragoons, fince they 
unite in themſelves the peculiar Excellencies 
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lick : But upon Condition, indeed, that | 
ſhou'd be 5 particulatly in the 
Wet Indiet, w he appretiended that this 
new and-Centaur Army might” ſcatter fo 
ere 
their Flre-Armi did am N 
dians their Predeceſſort. | 1 
Tho' Me. Rich vas tliatile'd for his I6yil 
and generous Offer, he was told at the ſame 
Time (as the Meleconterite give out) that it 
could not be accepted upon thoſe Conditions, 
for that there was no Defign of aCting offen- 
fively Abroad, eipselally in America, whiclt 
would either exaſperits Matters, and retard a 


to the Adi for nod; the the 


wiſh'd for Accommodation, or would 


C 


of all three, Conſider'd as Foot, they have D 


all the Cloſeneſs and Firmneſs of the fam d 
Macedonian Phalanx ; while, at the fame 
Time, they have the Strength of the Horſe, 
and the Celerity of the Dragoons, A mili- 
taty Improvement, entirely owing to Mr. 
Rich, and unthought of by Polybius or Che. 
walier Flard; notwithſtanding that the au- 
thentick Accounts we find in Antiquity, of 
the Strength, Aglity, and Uſefulneſs of the 
Centaurs, might, one ſhould have thought, 
have ſuggeſted ſomething of this Nature to 
them. As Horſe, they muſt be allow'd 
to exceed even our Life-Guards, being con- 


triv'd ſo as to receive Fire or Bayonets without 


Confuſion. And their ſerving at the ſame 
Time on Foot and on Hotſeback, gives them 
manifeſtly the Advantage over our Dragoons, 
who can do but the one, or the other. Nor 
can I omit the prudent Oeconomy with which 
Mr. Rich has made his Levies; there being; 
(I think) but two Officers to each Corps, 
tho' doubtleſs he was ſollicited by many Mem- 
bers of this Houſe for Commiſſions. And I 
hear too, that they are paid by the uſual 
Pay- Maſter, tho' he was extream ; preſs'd to 
create a new Office for that Purpoſe, 

This Army, as I am credibly inform'd, 
would not have appear'd upon ſo inconfiderable 
a Theatre, had Mr. Rich's publick- ſpirited 


Propoſal taken Place ; for he firſt "59" J1/ 
vo Wu 


E 


ſuch a Treaty, 36 would neceſſhrily difgra 

the laſt Convention. Under theſe ——— 
ments, Mr. Rich reſolv'd to employ his new 
rais'd Forces, in the fame Manner »s our 
n I Troops are employ'd, and exhibit think 
as a Show to the Publick, To this Accident; 
Prince Volſcius and Prince Prfttyman owe thoſd 
excellent Bodies of Troops, which they now 


' with ſo much Lufire and Safety command, 


I ſhould reproach myſelf, if 1 did not da 
Mr. Flaeteusod the Juſtice to inform the Pub- 
lick upon this Occafion, that he was by 9 
Means behind- hand with his Competitor Mr. 
Rich. Nay, I am not fure, if he did not 
even go beyond him, For he had raiſed 4 
conſiderable Body of Marines, mounted upon 
Sea- Horſes, which he offer'd' to ſwim to any 
appointed Place in the Ve- Indiet, without” 
the Trouble or Expence of Tranſports. But, 
I am told, his Offer was declin'd; pretty much 
in the ſame Manner, and for the fame Reg- 
ſors as the former, with this additional one; 
that the not wanting of Tranſport-Shipd' 
was an ObjeQtion; inſtead of a Recommen- 
dation; becauſe that in Caſe any T werd 
ſent Abroad, the hiring and the victualling of 
the Tranſports was already promis'd to the 
Couſin- German of à Brother-in-Law of an 
Parliatnent-Man, What Uſe Mr. Fleeteword” 
now intends to turn this excellent Body of 
Marines to, is not yet known. Poſſibly he 
may exhibit a Nawmachia, after the Manner 
of the Romans, where theſe Forces may di- 
flinguiſh themſelves; which indeed is the 
more to be wiſh'd, that the Annals of theſa 
Times may at leaſt tranſmit to Poſterity one 
Naval Action, in which the natutal Strength, 
and true Spirit of this Country may appear. 

I confeſs I caunot conceive why the generbus 
Offers of theſe two Gentlemen were tefuſed. 
What Harm would there be in having a good 
Body of Land Forces on board our Squadrons 
in the Weft- Indies ? 1 ſee none; Nay, Vl 


G go further; would there be any great Harm, 


if, by making a Deſcent in the Spaniſh Weſts 
Indies, we acquir'd ſome uſeful Poſſefſions there, 
that would ſecure our Trade to us for thi 
futyrg? I admit it might exaſperats Matters 
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a little for a Time, but that Acrimony would 
ſoon ſubſide, and we might - poſſibly have a 
Peace both the better, and the ſooner for it. 
And that in that Caſe the Peace would be too 
good a one, and diſgrace the laſt/ Convention, 
does not ſeem to me to be u ſolid Objection; for 
1 do not ſee that any Succeſs ties us down to 
make a better Peace than we have a Mind to, 
fince thoſe who have it in their Power to 
make as food a one as they will, have it, a 
Fortiari, in their Power to make as bad a one 
as they pleaſe, As for diſgracing the Con- 


A 


vention, it is impoſſible ; the Convention s 


in vulnerable, it is ſecure in its own Virtue, 
and will ſtand upen its own Merits, as long 
as the Records of Time ſhall tranſmit to Po- 
ferity the Memory of Treaties, Conventions, 
Ach, Protefis and Declarations. 


Craftman, Dec. 22, Ne 704. 


R. D' Anders, in this Paper, conſiders 
a Point, which, he ſays, has often 
been explain'd before, vim. whether the Peo- 


ple have not a Right, by our Conſtitutlon, to 


petition or inftrut their Repreſentatives, in 
Oppoſition to thoſe, who, to ſerve a particu- 
lar Purpoſe, have reviv'd that vile and cor- 
tupt Docti ine, that they have no Right ſo to 
do, upon any Oeca ſion whatever. A Repe- 
tition of the ſame Objeftions, he ſays, re- 
quires a Repetition of the ſame Anſwers, 
which muſt be his Apology fur troubling the 


B again in the ſome Truff, 


C 


Reider again upon fo trite a Subject. We 


ſhall therefore only take Notice of his Con- D W 


ciuſion, h 

I ſhall conclude (ſays he) with recommend- 
ing Unanimity to my Countrymen. May we 
always be unagimous in eftabliſhing our Liber- 
ties at home, and defending our Rights againſt 
foreign Invaders! May Placemen concur in 


making a Law to limit thertr exon Number in 


the Houſe of Commons, ſo generally defired by 
the Nation] May we all be unanimous ih car- 
Tying on bis Jar, fo juſtly begun, with Pru- 
dence and Vigour! May no ſecret Attempts 
be ever made to incenſe the Crown againſt the 
People, or to alienate the AﬀeRions of the 
People from the Crown! May bis preſent Ma- 
Jefly and bis Poſterity evermore govern this 1+ 
and, both as mighty Menurch and as tender 


L 


be a Call of the Houſe, towards the Middle of 
January, we are aſſur'd by very good Au- 
thority that it is now determin'd to have no 
ſuch Call, according to the uſual Met bod But 
as ſomg Points; of the greateſt Importance to 
the Liberties of this Nation, are expected to 
come under Conſideration, ſoon after the Receſs 
of Parliament; it is to be hop'd that the na- 
tural Calls of Fuftice, Honour, and Conſcience, 
will induce every Oentlemen, who hath any 
Regard for the Intereſt of his Conntry, to 
come up, and execute the Trat repoſed in 
him; or if there ſhould be in ny fo negligent 
of their Duty.as to abſent themſelves, they 
ought to be ferreted out of their Borowghs by 
thoſe, who elected them, or not continued 
I believe very few 
of theſe Gentlemen, would care to have their 
Names pub'iſh'd, as hath been frequently done 
upon the like Occaſions— This is mention'd 
with no other View than to give a freſh In- 
ſtance of my Loyalty to bis Majeſty, and Re- 
gard for the preſent moft excellent Adminiſtrati- 
on 3 for if the Houſe ſhould be as thin after 
the Holidays, as it is now (when not much 
above «ne third of the Members give their At- 
tendance, and thoſe chiefly Placemen,) what 
Sanction can ſuch a partial Approbation give 
to any publick Meaſures, relating either to War 


or Peace # 


Iſtrattons to John Drummond, Eg; Repre- 
ſentative in Parliament for Dundee. 


E the Dean of Guild, Merchants, In- 
corporations, and other Inhabitants of 
the Town of Dundee, being thoronghly ſenſi- 
ble of the too great Number of Placemen and 
Penſioners at preſent in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, which if not timouſly provided ag inſt, 
may totally ſubvert our happy Conſtitution, 
as it intirely depends upon the Freedom and In- 
dependency of Parliamert, defire you will, in 
Conjunction with ſuch worthy Patriots as ſhall 
be willing, uſe your utmoſt Endeavours to 
romote a Bill for limiting tbeir Numbers. And 
ng by Experience convinc'd of the bad Ef- 
fefts of long Parliaments, further recommend 
that you join theſe Patriots in obtaining a 
Law for bringing them to their true and an- 
tient Conſtitution, Theſe being Matters of the 


Fathers; aud may they meet with grateful F higheſt Concern to the Nation, we require 


Returns from a dutiful People! May the 
Throne be always ſurrounded with Ceourſe!- 
lars, endow'd. with Prudence, Wiſdom, and 
Fortitude! May they always have in View 
the true Intereſt of their Country, preferably to 
their own private Gains! May the Nation be 
unanimous to chace Cerrupiron from the 
Kingdom ; and may it be as unanimouſly 
abhon'd as a loathſome Lebt, And, laſtly, 
may the e Englaod, both now and for 
ever, be tucceſsful, when they have fo good 
a Caulc ty defend | 

P. F. Jt having deen mention'd, in one 
of laſt e Papers, that there would 


ou to make them previous Steps to the vot- 
ing for any Money-Bil/ whatever, Hitherto 
you have knowingly acted in dire Opprſition 
to our Sertiments, with regard to Septennal Par- 
lraments, the pernicious Exciſe Scheme, and 
the late diſſ oncurable Convention wvith Spain z 
yet we put it once more in your Power to 
re-eſtabliſh yourſelf in the good Opinion of 


CG your Conflituents, And tho” it is known to us 


that the Mgiſtrates and Toxon Council have 
inſtrufted yon, ſome Lime ago, to the ſame 
Purpole, we ſheuld be wanting to ourſelves, 
if we omitted theſe Mevns of ſhewing you 
the general Sonls of the Place, DAMON 


754. 
3 of the Grandyi!l 

ath, which hoÞþour is 
family, and is now un 
Pultenty, 


Fram the Cox NOISsSs HU, Nov. 21, 
FEW years ago an ingenious player 
gave notice in the bills for his be- 
nelle night, that the prologue thould be 
ſpoken by the pit, which he contrived to 
have repreſented on the ſtage, Another 
time he drew in the whole houſe to act 
as chorus to a new firce; and [ remem- 
her, that in the laſt rebellion the loyal 
acclamations of © God ſave the King” 
might have been herd from Drury-Lane 
to Charing-Crois, Upon theſe and many 
other occafions the audience has been 
known to enter into the immediate butt - 
nas of the drama; and, to ſav the truth, 
1 never go into the theatre without look- 
ing on the ſpectators as playing a part al- 
moſt as much as the actors themielves, 
All the company from the tage- box to 
the upper gallery know their cues very 
well, and perform their parts with great 
ſpirit, 

The firſt part of the avdience that de- 
mands our attention (on this occafion) is 
ſo nearly allied to the actors that they al- 
ways appear on the fame level with them : 
zut while the performer endeavours to 
carry on the buſineſs of the play, theſe 
gentlemen behind the ſcenes ſerve only to 
hinder and diſturb it, There is no part 
ot the houſe from which a play can be 
ſeen to ſo little advantage as from the 
ſtage; yet this fituation is very conve- 
picnt on many other conſiderations, of 
more conſcquence to a tine gentleman. It 
looks particular; it is the best place to 
ſhew a handiome perfon, or an ciegant 
ſuit of cloaths : A bow from the ſtage to 
a beauty in the box is moſt likely to at- 


tract our notice; and a pretty ſcllow 


may, perhaps, with tolerable manage- 
ment, get the credit of an intrigue with 
ſome of the aQrefies, Butnotwithiland- 
ing all theſe advantiyes accrving to our 
finc gentlemen, 1 could heartily wiſh they 
would leave a clear ſtage to the performers; 
Or at leaſt, that none ſhould be admitted 
behind the ſcenes, but ſuch as would ſ{ub- 
mit to be of ſome uſe there. As theſe 
gentlemen are ready dreſt, they might 
help to ſwell the retinue of a monarch, 
join the engagement in a tragedy-battle, 
or do any other little office that might oc - 
cur in the play, which requires but little 
ſenſe, and no memory. But if they hav 

not any genius for acting, and are ſtill de- 
frous of retaining their poſts by tlic fide- 
ſcenes, they ſhould be obliged to take a 
muſket, bayonet, pouch, and the reit of 
November, 1754, _ . 
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the accoutrements, and ſtand on guard 
quietly and decently with the ſoldiers. 
The boxes are often filled with perſons 
who do net come to the theatre out of 
any regard to Shakeſpear or Garrick, but, 
like the fine lady in Lethe, © becauſe 
« every body is there.'* As theſe people 
cannot be expected to mind the play 
themſelves, we can only deſire them not 
to call gif the attention of others,“ nor 
interrupt the dinlogue on the ſtage by a 
louder converſation of their own, The 
fiknt courtthip of the eyes, ogles, nods, 
glances, and curtſies from one box to ane 
ther may be allowed them the tame as at 
church, but nothing more, except at co- 
ronations, ſuneral procetions, and pan— 
tomimes. Here I cannot help recom- 
mending it to the gentlemen, who draw 
the pen from under their right ears about 
ſeven o'clock, clap on a bag-wig and 
ſword, and drop into the boxes at the end 
of the third act, to take their half crown's 
worth with as much dec-ncy as potſible; 
as well as the bloods who reel from the 
taverns about Covent-Garden near that 
time, and tumble drunk into the boxes. 
Before ! quit this part of the houſe, I 
mutt take notice of that divißon of the 
upper boxes, properly diftinguiſhed by 
the name of the Fleth market. There 18 
frequently as much art uſed to make the 
fleth exhibited here look who!lefome, and 
(as Jim ſays in the farce) “ all over red 
« and white, like the inſide of a ſhoulder 
« of mutton," as there is hy ths butchers 
to make their veal look White; and it is 
as often rank carrion and fly blown. Ir 
theſe ladies would appear in any ether 
quarter of the houſe, I would only beg 


of them and thoſe who come to market, 


to drive their bargains with as little noite 
as poſſihle: But 1 have lately obſerved 
with ſome concern, that theſe women be- 
gin to appear in the lower boxe to the 
deſtruction of all order, and grest con- 
fuſion of all modeſt ladies. It is to bg 
hoped, that ſome of their friends will ad- 
viſe them not to pretend to appear there 
any more than at court; for it is as ah. 
ſu1d to endcavour the removal of their 
maiket into the front and fide-hoxes, as 
it would he in the butchers of St. James's 
Marhet to attempt fixing the ſhambics in 
St. Jaracs's Square, 

I muſt now <Qcfire the reader to deſcend 
with me among laced hats and capu— 
chins into. the pit, he pit is the grand 
court of criticiſm, and in the center of it 
is colleticd that awful body, diflinguiined 
by the title of the Town, Hence are 
iſſucel the irrevocable decrees, and here 
final ſentence is pronounced on plays and 
players. "This Court hae oficn been very 


rin lcycie 
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ſevere in its deciſions, and has been known 
to declare many old plays barbarouſly 
murdered, and moſt of our modern ones 
Flo de ſe , but it muſt not be diſſembled, 
that many a Cauſe of great conſequence 
haz been denied a fair hearing, Parties 
and private cabals have often been formed 
to wart the progreſs of merit, or to 
eſnouſe ignorance and dullneſs; for it is 
nov weonderiul, that the parliament of 
teien, bke all others, ſhould be liable 
to Oetz. In this aſſombly Mr. 
wi was firft romimarted Critick and 
101-2 neal z but corficlering the noto- 
heey now prevailing, I think pro- 
+  eclace (in imitation of tom in the 
4cious Lovers) that Iberer tcok a ſin- 
e order fry my vote in all my liſe. 

Thoſe Wo pay their two ſhillings at 
the door of the middle gallery ſeem to 
fi: quer:t the theatte purely tor the lake of 
fecing the play; tho' theſe peaceful te- 
gion we ſometimes diſturbed by the in- 
curſim of rattling ladies of pleaſure, 


town, who preſide over our diverſions in 
the upper gallery, would content them 
ſelves with the inferior duties of the of- 
fice, viz. to take care that the play begins 
at the proper time, that the mufick be+ 

tween the acts is of a due length, and 
that the candles are ſnuffed in tune, 

After theſe brief admonitions concerns 
ing our behaviour at the play, which are 
intended as a kind of wade mecum for the 
frequenters of the theatre, I cannot con- 
clude my paper more properly than with 
an extract from the Tale of a Tub, ſhew- 
ing the judicious diſtribution of our play- 
houſes into boxes, pit, and galleries, 

*« 1 conſeſs, that there is ſomething 
very refined in the contrivance and ſtruc- 
ture of our modern theatres, For, firſt, 
the pit is ſunk below the ſtage, that what- 
ever weighty matter ſhall be delivered 
thence (whether it be lead or gold) may 
ſali plum into the jaws of certain criticks, 
(as I think they are called) which ſtand 
ready opened to devour them. Then the 


d 


ſc: , times contain peiſons of faſhion in C boxes are built round, and raiſed to a le- 


dityvie, and ſometimes criticks in am- 
buſh. The greatcit fault I have to ohject 
to thoſe who fill this quarter of the thea- 
tre, is their ſrequent and injudicious in— 
teriuption of the beine of the play by 
their applauſe. I have ſeen a bad actor 
clapt two minutes together for ranting, 
' or yerhbap» ſhrugging his ſhoulders, and 


making wry faces: And I have ſeen the 
natural courſe of the paſſions checked in 


vel with the ſcene, in deference to the la- 
dies, The whining paſſions, and little 
ſtarved conceits, are gently waſted up by 
their own extreme levity, to the middle 
region, and there fix, and are ſrozen by 
the frigid underſtandings of the inhabi- 
tants. Bombaſtry and buffoonry, by na- 
ture lofty and light, ſoar higheſt of all, 
and wouid be loſt in the roof, if the pru- 
dent architect had not with much fore- 


a good one, by theſe i!l-judged teſtimonies fight contrived for them a fourth place, 
of their approbatica, It is recorded of called the Twelve penny Gallery, and 
Bettertog to Nis honour, that he thuught there planted a ſuitable colony, who gree- 
a deep Glence thro” the whole houſe, and dily intercept them in their paſiage. 

a ſtrict attention to his playing, the . 


ſtronteſt and ſureſt ſigns of his being well The ingeniofy Author, who, unde, Cha- 


received, E rater of French Writer, M prilijhed 

The inbabitants of the upper gallery Remarks on He Advantages a Dijaduan- 
demand our notice av well as the reſt of tages of Vhgland aud Frhce with re- 
the theatre, The trunk-maker of im- gard to Commerce, has the Milet irg Objer- 


ung Maratage it England, 
1 eric inconveniences 


mortal memory was the moſt celebrated VION once 
hero of theſe regions ; but fince he is de- HAT > 
parted, and no able-bodied critick ap- has th of marriage hi- 
pointed in his room, I cannot help giving therto produce 1s no longer to be 
the ume caution to the upper gallery as F borne ? It wilkbe afſwereg, diſptopor- 
to tlie gentry # par ot ſtairs lower, Some [ ne in matches. But 
of the under cometians will, perhaps, be what ſignify mifalYances in a nation in 
diſpleaſed at 1his order, who are proud of which equality iAypheld and in eſteem; 
theſe applavies, and rejoice to hear the in which nobility Þ not ſolely derived from 
Iuity bangs tram the ouken-towels of their ancient extra and tlie higheſt ho- 
friends againſt the wainſcot of the upper nours are not efctybvely appropriated to 
gallery 3 but | think they ſhould not be ancient birth ;/butÞrobility, according to 
allowed to ſhat.er the pannels without the conſtitutioh, is Fonſerred on ſocn as 
amending our taſte ; ſince their thwacks, G have meritedf bigh ionours ? Beſides, 18 
however vehement, me ſeldom laid on ot the unigh of th&mott diſproportionzd 
with ſiutlicient judgment to ratify our ap- ee tYe beſt ary] moſt advantazeous 
plauſe It weie better therefore, if all policy forfhe ſtate ?Flt is ſordid iprereſt, 
the preſent wwelvepenny eriticks of this much re than af regard eee 
tec hey,. 
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Tier | the, Public Advertiſer. 
| A* an Attempt is intended to int 
and eſtabliſh the French Drama in this 
Country, it may not, perhaps, be unaccepta - 
ble to the Public, to know. the Reception a 
] Deſign of the like Nature met with here about 
forty Years ago. The Relation I give of it 
is taken from a Publication called 
Hiſtory of the Theatres of London and Dub- 
lin,” written by My. Victor; the Authenti- 


city of whoſe Pen I have never yet eard diſ⸗- 
puted. I am, &c. Py IA 57 
2 /70 An E . 


A Company of French Strollers were at this 
Time licenſed to act at the Theatre in the 


peared with theſe Words at the Top, 
Authority!“ But they ſoon found by the pu 
lic Clamours, that ſomething more than the 
Sound of Authority would be neceſſary to ſup- 
port them. The Tranſactions of that Even» 
ing may be of ſome Entertainment to my 
| Reader, and not very foreign from my Subject. 
People went early to the Theatre, as a 


: . 
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Haymarket. The French Advertiſement ; | 
| 
4 


crouded Houſe was certain. I was there, in 


the Centre of the Pit; where I ſoon perceiv- 


that had the Conduct of the Oppoſition were 
known to be there; one of whom called aloud 
for the Song in Praiſe of Enyliſh Roaſt Beef, 
which was accordingly ſung 1n the Gallery by 

| a Perſon prepared for that Purpoſe ; and the 
| whole Houſe beſides joining in the Chorus, 
ſaluted the Cloſe with three Huzzas ! | 
This Juſtice Peveil was pleaſed to ſay was a 


rely, which were carried on with ſome De- 
gree of Decency on both Sides. The Juſtice 
at firſt informed us, That he was come 
*« there as a Magiſtrate to maintain the King's 
% Authority; that Colonel Pultency, with a 
« full Company of the Guards, were with- 
* out, to ſupport him in the Execution of 
« his Office; that it was the King's Command 
© the Play ſhould be acted, and that the ob- 
* ſtructing it was oppoſing the King's Autho- 
© thority; and if that was done, he muſt 
% read the Proclamation ; after which all the 
„ Offenders would be ſecured directly by the 


ed that we were viſited by two Weſtminſter | 
Juſtices, Deveil and Manning. The Leaders | 


Riot; upon which Diſputes commenced di- 


« Guards in Waiting,” —T'o all theſe moſt 
arbitrary Threatenings, this Abuſe of bis Ma- 
jeſty's Name, the 8 was to the followin 
Effect “ That the Audience had. a lega 
Right to ſhew their Diſlike to any Play or 
« Actor, that the common Laws of the Land 
«« were nothing but common Cuſtom, and the 
« ancient Uſage of the People; that the Ju- 
«« dicature of the Pit had been acknowledged 
„ and acquieſced to, Time immemorial; and 
«« as the preſent Set of Actors were to take 


4 


« to receive them as they pleaſed.” 

| By this Time the Hour of Six drew near 
and the French and Spaniſh Ambaſſadors, 
with their Ladies; the late Lord and Lad 
Gage; and Sir 'I-—— R —, a Commiſ- 
ſioner of Exciſe, all appeared in the Stage 


their Fate from the Public, they were free | 


Box together! At that Inflant the Curtain 


0 


between two Files of. Greon iers, with heir 
| Bayonets fixed, and reſtiug on their Pirglocks,' 
There was a Sight! enough to animate the 


! 


| 


of Juſtice Deweil (Who had 


—_ 


— py 


fall Parts of the Houſe ; and as an Attempt } 


| and they diſappeared. Then began the Sere- | 
» portgble Inliraments;” that could make x diſ. | 


tired, and they opened with a grand Dance of 


| that was prepared for, and they were direQly | 
| ſaluted with a Buſhel or two of Peas, which. 


to the 


„the Proclamation ; that if they would per- 
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coldeſt Briten. At this the whole Pit roſe, 
and unanimouſly turned to the Juſticet,· Who 
ſat in the Middle of it, ta demand the Neu- 
ſon of ſuch arbitrary Proceedings. The 
uſtices either knew nothing of the Soldiers 
»8ng placed there, or thou St it ſafeſt to de 
clare ſo. At that Declaratij they demanded:| 
ned himſelf the |. 
Commanding Officer iq the Affair) to order 
them off the Stage. He did ſg immediately, 


nade z not ouly Catcalle, but all the various 


reeable Noiſe, were brought up on thi 
ecaſion, which were continually tuning in 


to ſpeaking was ridiculous, the Actors te- 


twelve Men and twelve Women; but even 


made their capering very unſafe, . After this 
they attempted to open the Comedy; but had 
the Ator the Voice. of Thunder, it would 
haye been loſt in the confuſed Sounds from a | 
thouſand various Inflruments, Here, at the 
waving Dewveils Hand, all way filent, and 
ares: up on his Seat) he made a Propcſal | 

ah to this Effect: That if they 
«« perſiſted in the Oppoſition, he muſt read | 


„ mit the Play to go on, and to be added 


U — 


— 


% through that Night, be would promiſe (on 
6 his Honour) to lay their Diſhkes, and | 
*«« Reſentment to the Actors, before the King 
« and he doubted not but a ſpeedy; Rn 
« would be put to their ating.” The Anſwer 
to this Propoſal was very ſhort, and very ex- 
preſſive. No Treaties, no Treaties !”” Ay 
this the Juſtice called for Candles to read the 
Proclamation, and ordered the Guatds to be 
in Readineſs ; but a Gentleman ſeizing Mr. 
Devedi's. Hard, ſtretched out for the Candle, 
begged of him to conſider what he was going 
to 22 for his own Sake, for ours, and for 
the King's ! that he ſaw the unanimous Reſo- 
' lution bf the Houſe ; and that the Appearance 
of Soldiers in the Pit would throw us all into 
| a Tumult, which muſt end with the Lives of 
many. This earneſt Remonſtrance made the 
| Juſtice turn pale and paffive, At this Pauſe 
dhe Actors made a ſecond Attempt to go on 
and the Uproar revived, which continuing 
. ſome Time, the Ambaſſadors and tbeir La- 
dies left their Box, which occaflaned a uni- 
verſal Huzza from the whole Houſe; and 
| after calling out ſome Time for the falling of 
| the Curtain, Jown it fel. I will venture to 
| fay, that at no Battle gained over the French 
by the immortal Mariborough the Shoutings 
could be more joyous than on this- Occaſion. 
What greatly added to my Pleaſure was, to 
ſee the two Juſtices join in this grand Huzza, 
| by waving their Hats oyer their Heads, and 
at the ſame Time wore Faces more like che 
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That 1 might ſee you bound and ſkip, 

Beneath their diſciplining whip; 

That I might ſee your pamper d hides. 

Flogg'd, *till from out your furrow'd ſides 
un, in each part, the fizy blood 

Joo rich from ſloth and copious food a 

That, thus let out at all theſe ſluices, 

It may purge off its vicious juices ; 

While I ſhould hear you, at each jerk 

Cry, laſh no more, well work, well work. 


The PLAY-HOUSE. A Satyr. 


EAR to the Roſe, where punks in num- 
bers flock 
To pick up Cullies to increaſe the ſtock, 
A lofty fabric does the ſight invade, 
And ſtretches round the place a pompous 


ſhade, ̃ 
Where ſudden ſhouts the neighbourhoad ſur- 


rize, ; 5 
"And und claps and dreadful hiſſings riſe, 

Here thrifty G- hires monarchs by the day, 
And keeps his mercenary kings in pay, 

With deep-mouth'd actors fills the vacant 
{cenes, 

And drains the town for goddeſſes and queens: 

Here the lewd punk, with Crown and Scep- 

ter grac'd, 

Teaches her eyes a more majeſtic caſt, : 

And hungry monarchs, with a num'rous train 

Of ſuppliant flaves, like Sancho, ſtarve and 
reign. 

Bar enter in, my 1 the Os 
And all its pomp and pageantry diſplay ; 
Trap-doors and Pit-tal $ from th' unfaithful 

round, 
And nas walls encompaſs it around: _. 
On either fide maim'd temples fill our eyes, 
And intermixt with brothel-houſes riſe ; 
Disjointed palaces in order ſtand, 
And groves, obedient to the mover's hand 
O'erſhade the ſtage, and flouriſh at com- 


mand. 
A Stamp makes broken towns and trees entire: 
So when Amphion ſtruck the vocal lyre, 
He ſaw the ſpacious cirguit all around _ 
With — woods, and neighb'ring cities 
crown'd, | 
But next, the Tiring-room ſurvey, and ſee 
Falſe titles, and promiſcuous quality, 
Confus'dly ſwarm from heroes, and from 
ueens, f 
To thoſe that ſwing in clouds and fill machines; 
Their various Characters they chooſe with art, 
The frowning bully fits the tyrant's part: 


Swoln checks, and ſwagg'ring belly, makes a a 


"7 
Pale, meagre looks, and hollow voice, a ghoſt ; 


| 40 WU Þ * 
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From careful brows, and heavy down caſt 
eyes, | | 51 | 

Dull cits, and thick-ſeull'd eldermen ariſe. 


Above the reſt the prince with mighty ſtalks, * 
Magnificent in * buſkins, walks; | 


ie 


The royal robe his haughty ſhoulderagrace; 
Profuſe of ſpangles and of derne > 
Officioug raſcals to his mighty thigh _ 
Guiltleſs of blood, th* unpointed weapon tie; 
Then the gay glitt ting diadem put on 
Pond'rous with braſs, and ftarr 
ſtone, N 1 
His royal conſort next conſults her glaſs, 
And out of twenty boxes culls a face, 
The whit'ning erk her ghoſtly look beſmvars, 
All pale and wan th' unfiniſh'd form appears 
Till on her checks the bluſhing purple glows, 
And a falſe virgin modeſty beſtows; 
Her ruddy lips the deep vermilion dyes; ? 
Length to her brows the pencil's rouch ſup 


lies, 


And with black bending arches ſhades hex 
eyes. | | 
Well pleas, at length the picture ſhe be; 
_ . 
And ſpots it o'er with artificial mold; 
Her countenance compleat, the beaus ſhe 


„ warms | 5 
Wich looks not hers, and, ſpight of nature, 
charms. | e 
Thus arttully their perſons they diſguiſe, 
Till the laſt flouriſh bids the curtain riſe. 


The Prince then enters on the ſtage in ſtates. 


Behind a guard of candle-ſnuffers wait; | 

There ſwoln with empire, terrible and fierce, 

He ſhakes * dome, and tears his lungs With 
verſe ; 


His ſubjects wamble, the ſubmiſſive pit 


Wrapt up in ſilence and attention fit; _ 

Till freed at E he lays aſide the weight 

Of public buſineſs and affairs of ſtate, 

— — his pomp, dead to ambitious fires, 

And to ſome peaceful brandy-ſhop retires, 

Where, in full gills, his anxious thoughts he 

drowns, | 

And quaffs away the care that waits onCrowne, 

The Princeſs next her painted charms dil- 


plays, 
Where every look the pencil's art betrays. 
The callow Squire at diſtance feeds his eyes, 
And ſilently for paint and patches dies: 
But if the youth behind the ſcenes retreat, 4. 
He ſees the blended colours melt with heat, F 
And all the trickling beauty run in ſweat. 
The borrowed viſage he admires no more, 
d nauſeates every charm he lov'd before: 
o the ſame ſpear, for double force renown'd, 


Apply'd the remedy that gave the wound. 
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Aud eld contending 


And draw at length the Rabble of the Stage, 
Where-one for twenty years haz given alarms, 
onarchs to their arms. 

Another hills a more important polt, 

And riſes 7 other night a ghoſt; 

Thrò' the eleſt ſtage his me; gre face he rears, 
Then ſtalks along, groans thrice, and diſap- 


pears, _ | 
Others with ſwords and ſhields, the ſoldier's 


ride, 

an a thouſand times have chang'd 
their ſide, 

Ari in a thouſand fatal battles dy'd. 
Luhus ſeyeral perſons ſeveral parts perform; 

Pale lovers whine, and blult'riag heroes ſtorm 
The ſtern exaſperated tyrants rage, 

Till the kind bowl of poiſon clears the ſtage ; 


More 


Then honours vanith, and diſtinctions ceaſe ; - 


Then — reluctance haughty Qucen's un- 
| rels, 


' Heroes no more their fading laurels boaſt, 
And mighty Kings in private men are laſt. 
He whom ſuch titles ſweli'd, ſuch power made 


proud. 33 
. To whom whole realms and vanquiſh'd na- 


tions bow'd, : 
Throws off the gaudy plume, the purple train, 


Andi is in fatu qu himſ- IH again. 


4 80LILOQUY. 


F TNfathom'd eſſence, univerſal mind, 
Supporter wiſe of Beings ! endleis chain 
Led by: no paſſion, to no parts confin'd, 

* Thro' va n extends thy reign. 
But where ſhall mortals find thy beſt lov'd ſeat, 
In the wide palace or the low roof'd cell, 

In Europe's temperate clime, or Aſia's heat 
Or whete the ry tribes of India dwe:1. 


But errs not man, when, in his narrow thought, 
He ne thy goqdnels to ſome favorite 
place | 
Points out peculiar acts thy hand has wrought, 
Io fave the good, ey extirpate the baſe. 


Vain thought! to circumſcribe the mind that 
* reigns | ; 
Alike thro' Nature's univerſal Frame, 


> 


+ Through carth and ſea, and ther s bright do- 


mains, 
In all cons: uous, and in all the ſame, 


To ev'ry land extend the laws divine, 
That give t& Vice its fit Companion War, 
And to fair Virtue conſequential gain, 
& Andinbrell happineſs the virtuous know. 
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In tedious lifts *twere endleſs to engage, © 


An ODE, which was performed at the Caſtle 
of Dublin, 'on Monday the 8th of Feb. 1768, 
being the may appointed for celebrating the 
Birth-day of her moſt Excellent and Sacred 
Majeſty Queen -CHARLOTTE. By the 
1 Command of his Excellency George 

Lord Viſcount Townſend, Lord Lieutenant 
General and General Governor of Ireland. 
The Mufic compoſed by Richard Hay, Eſq; 
Chief Compoſer and Maſter of the Muſic at- 
tending his Majeſty's State in Ireland, and 
Maſter ofthe Royal Family's Chamber Con- 
cert, ; 

C-H Quit) -$. 

Sr the ſweet Hibernian Lyre, 

Every loyal Heart inſpire : 
dee, they croud the joyous Scene 
Annual Tribute to your Queen! 


13 
Adorn'd with ev'ry Grace refin'd, 
With ev'ry Virtue bleſs'd ; 
Eſtcem'd, revcr'd, by all Mankind, 
And by the firlt careſs'd. 
A Mein whoſe awful Honour ſhines, 
Where Senſe and Svyeetneſs move; 
And Angel Innocence refines, 
The Tenderneſs of Love. 
| G::& 0 


| E . 
May Heaven to crown her Life with Joy, 


Ce ſeſtial Guardian Care employ : 

And ev'ry ſweetly circling hour, 
Ambroſia! Odours round her pour. 

Bleſt Monarch! of ſuch Charms poſleſs'd, 
Who lives ador'd in every Breaſt. 


Great Queen belov'd, whoſe bounteous Mind, 

Flows in Compaſſion to Mankind, 

See her diffuſe the Royal Aid, 

And call forth Merit from the Shade; 

Forbid the burthen'd Heart to ſigh, 

And wipe the Tear, from * Eye. 
e 


Peace o'er the Land, extends her balmy Wing, 
And thus the gratctul nappy Peaſants ling. - 
A 


From Hill to Dale, from Grove to verdant Spring 
Sweet Sounds reſponſive, fill the ambient air, 
With Charlott's name they m ake the Vallics ring, 
And baniſh thence the family of care. 
i HO R U 8. 

To this loy'd fertile Ille may union take her ſtand, 
And deal her ſweets around, from '{ownſhend's 
patriot hand, | 
While plenty's cojuous hora, pours bleſſings o'er 

the land. : 


The H ARE 2 tie CROW 
A..F-AB LF. 
Trarſflat:d fem the Latin of Father Neſbillons 
And levcreta eropt the fragrant thyme, 
Saw puls ſccurely 


& 5 E flow'ry meads wers in their prime, 
When, high in air, a medling crow 
feaſt below j 


Yea 
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THE COVENT GARDEN PATENT, 
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Letter from Pr. Moodp, the Comedian. 
Mr. Editor, 


I sEVp you an anecdote, which, whether founded on fact or other- 
{ wise you have just as I received it :—if false, it will be contradicted ; 
if true, it is worth recording. 

Mr. C. Rich, a younger brother of John Rich, the late patentee 
of Covent Garden theatre, told me that Sir Thomas Skipwith's pa- 
tent fell into his father's hands in the following manner, 

Mr. Rich, the father of John and Christopher, was an attorney, 
He had a client to whom Sir Thomas stood indebted in a large sum 
of monty, and Mr. Rich meeting the attorney of the latter, made his 
demand; the other replied there were no means of paying him but a 
patent to act plays by. They then agreed to put it up by auction. 
They did so; and Mr. Rich bought it in for fourscore pounds, This 
patent sold in the life time of C. Rich, after the rate of FOURSCORE 
THOUSAND! ! for the present proprietors gave Mr. Colman twenty 
thousand pounds for his quarter. 

This information I had from Mr. C. Rich, at Mr. Coombe's, in 
Cooke's Court, above five and twenty years ago, where I had the 
honour to dine. | 2 

It may be further stated, that no receipt having passed, the present 
proprietors had to pay Sir Thomas Skipwith's relations a large sum of 
money to substantiate the property. 

28 MA 3. I am, Sir, &. 


Joux Moopy. 
Y 2 | 
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